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Letter dated April 25rd, 1926, from Diwanivan.

The "demonstration" flight was a great success.
We were given a formation of three machines to play
about with, and it was ny task to guide them over the
disturbed areas, pointing out the “gas rs" (castles) of
®ach Of the chieftains who had been showing a truculent
attitude. We flew extremely low, and it was great fun
noting the signs of considerable alarm which were shown
in and near the abodes of the worst offenders — in-
cluding Abdul Wahid al Higji Sikr, and his brother Hasan
al Higji 8ikr. It is a long time now since aeroplanes
have paid any marked attention to tnono-diatricts, and

some Of ‘he shaikhs were beginning, I think, t0 imagine

that they were t0Q influential to be  in any risk of
government correction. Although the usual intriguing
has been g0ing on, this situation was actually brought
about quite suddenly by a violent guarrel between Abbas
al Alwan, the Shaikh Oof the Kerid and Sugb3n, the son
of Shaikh Abadi al Héssain of the Fatbah. These were
the two tribes mainly concerned in the recent re-distri-
bution of land about which I told you. Sugbdn is the
young Shaikh I told you was keen on learning new "fox-
tret" stepe !

I have stayed both with Sugbdn and Abbas, and both
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treated me most courteously. As the result of the
quarrel, two Of Sugbdn's favourite personal attendants
were killed, and Abbas had one attendant killed and
ocne badly wounded. I personally know all these four
young men, as they waited upon me while I was staying
with the shaikhs. All important shaikhs have their
special "body guard," wusually fine 100King negro 8laves,
who are extremely loyal t0 their masters, and will carry
out any order without gquestion. I'm sorry these poor
fellows have b~en shot.

With regard to Hasddn al Hajji Sikr, ne is still
in custody, as the result of the torturing episodes in
his castle. There is now little doubt but that the
missing man died under torturee of an abominable kind.
Their tortures here, like some O their pastimes, have
a decidedly obscene tendency ! Unfortunately Irdqui
government officials are also concerned in this torture
¢ase — and intriguing, bribery and corruptioa generally
are being employed with the utmost skill. But one
trusts that a reasonable degree of justice may be effected
in the end.

Abdul Wahid is in Diwaniyah at the moment. He and
Abadi ai Hussain visited me a day or two ago, and

stayed talking for an hour and a half ! They are
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extraord inarily clever men in a way, skilful in all

kinds of intrigue. Their favourite hobby is to dis-
cover the secret personal failings of official persons —-
and to get at them through these ! This has 8t00d them
in good stead many a time, especially with Arab Officials.
Most men have a weak point in this country = bribes,
wine, love of flattery — and dancing girls (or boys !!)
and all such littlefailings as these the Fatlan Shaikhs
are 8killed in gratifying with the utmost tact and con-
8ideration ! TO chat with they are quite companionable —
and in their silks and fine apparel, are often rine
enough types of manhood to 1look upon.

Of the Hajji Sikr brothers, the most likeable seems
t0 be young Ali, a youth of about twenty. He angd two
Other brothers at the moment have a case against their
brother Abdul Wahid, for the unlawful appropriation of
their land. Ali seems guite a nice lad, tall and good-
looking, and with a fairly straight-forward manner. He
put his Shi'ah principles aside the Other day 80 far as
to partake of lunch at my table ! He is anxious for
me %0 g0 and stay with him. He runs a small mudhif
(gﬁeat-houso) it seems, and has a household of his own,

‘though still wamarried. I shall 1ook him up some time,






























