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We were accorded an expressionless welcome, yet 4 COui=
pletely courteous one, and were led L0 the customary
place orf honour in the Mudnif, But the atmosphere

of our reception struck me a8 very different rrom that
which one usually notices. There was no sort of re-
sponsiveness, and the crude staring of the onlookers

was rather obvious. However, once seated in the Mudnir,
and sipping our nost's coffee all went perfectly smoothly.
G. 1s amazingly skilful in the comprenension of the Arab
mentality, and Kept up an easy flow of non-controversial
conversation, It is never easy L0 keep such a con-
versation going — always with a crowd of silent listeners.
This I presently learned for mysell, wnen G. went away
for some time, and I was left to carry on alone, How—
ever I filled in the blank better than I expected, and
trotted out all my stock subjects and pnrases:; but I
was not at all sorry when G. at last returned, Mean-
while I had ample opportunity to study the worthy Shaikn,
This man, a comparative upstart, only latterly of tribal
lmportance, looked to ve some 36 years of age, and was
of a very tall, lean figure, and of a countenance that
could only be descrioved as runereal'- by no means the

splendid tyrant of romance that I had half expected.



His manner was aignified, and courteous without cordlality.
He had the expression of an acute man, yet it was not an
attractive expression, nor one to lnspire conflaence.

One could not out recollect dlsagreeauly the time whnen
some sixty Britishers nad been Kept as prisoners at this
man's disposal. MOsStly they were Iellows captured after
the Mancnester disaster, who were arterwards marched down
to this district oy Abdul Wahid. It is sald that they
were not actively ill-treated, yet the humillation must
have been great., Deprived of all but a few rags of
clotning thney were marched fromvillage to village and
displayed to the population. Ihne men were wostly youngish
lads fresh from England, and in the hottest season Ol

the year,‘tnls at least means an unpleasant tale OI eX-
haustion and neglectl.

Luncheon arrived 1in due course - and proved an
excellent meal, our departure rollowed not long after,
put ere leaving, it did not escape ¢'s vigilant eye that
an additional war-tower seeied L0 be in course of con-
struction near the house oI our host.

Altogether it may seem that Apdul Wanld 1s de-

finitely & *bad lot", out I doubt if this 1is quite the
case, No doubt he possesses many of the redeeming
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qualities of Arabs 1n general, out his interests happen
to have peen 1in opposition to the interests 6: the
British policy. And the Arap mentality 1s a devious
and strange arffalr anyhnow,

From now onwards we proceeded up the wain stream
of the Fuphrates, no longer by the smaller cnannels,
from out of which we had emerged yesterday, shortly
before entering the territory of Shalkn Dakhil Palm
groves continued most of the way, tnough for a few
miles the rignt bank became barren, with rolling sand-
dunes peyond it. Incldents of the way were much as
usual, out one little scene stays notabdly in my mind —
an Arab youth, brown and naked, standing amongst the
reeds at the water's edge, maxing plaintive airy music
on reed pipes — a very personification of the spirit
of Pan !

Presently we approached the small town Of Abu Sukhnair,
situated just off the main stream in the seclusion of
its own palm-groves and small waterways. The minaret
and a few roofs were all we could see, thougn I know the
little town from former visitus. And so our‘river

Journey cawe to an end, and at a point near-oy, where a
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rough track coumes daown L0 the river opank, we found G's
falthful Ford Car duly awaiting us. Thence within
three hours we once wore arrived in Diwaniyah., We
Wwould have done the run in & shorter time, except

that at one place we called a halt, while G. nhad an
interview with a certain minor Bedouin Shaikh, ac-
cording 1o previous arrangement, This wan is amongst
those suspected of peing implicated in the recent
disappearance of two Air Force officers who had a forced
landing. G however believes that this man was wrongly
suspected. I noticed that the wretched fellow ap-
peared 10 ve in a condition of ownvious terror during

the interview — possibly expecting to pe seized and
~1ll-useda to extract a statement — a method I am afraild

not quite unknown even yet,

Octower Z8th, l1l9z4.

Today I received the offlcial reply to my telegram
asking Ifor three days'extension of leave, over the weex-
end, to enaple me satlisfactorily to compiete my tour of
the Diwaniyan aistrict. The leave 1s rerused, and this
means o hasty return py car 10 Hlillan, where I wust pack

my possessions rapldly and return tomorrow night by train
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L0 Eaghdad. And 80 end uy oriel months of freedom; out
they leave many pleasant impressions in my memory — the
sense ol enterprise, undictated wanderings, magniricent
Ssunshine, and the interesting friendliness of a dis-
S8lmilar yet hospitavle people. ADbove all it has opeen
deliéious to pe free of the impertinent inverferences

of one's Iformal existence in a routine of official ob-
tuseness !

I dO indeed regret this conclusion of my free
wanderings yet fortunately tnére i8 also a certain
exnilaration in new neginnings. And thus I must
leave my future at the disposal of Fne ‘powers that
be' at Baghdad.

"Knali Nashuf" — we must wait to see |



IN A GARDEN NEAR FARHAN,

Hanndkfim Alidh ! God's plessing upon thee

For the pnlessing of water thus given today !
Weary, a 8tiranger, tnrough merciless splendour
Of this mid-summer Sunshine, had fate set my way.

I nothing asking, with nothing of show

Parchned by monotonous, heat-shiumered glow:

Thou with thy Welcome, refreshing and clear

AB ;ne sweet fresh water thou oringest me here.
Allah yousellmek ! may plenty and peace

Deep in thy gardens for ever increase !

Rich in the waters, thy oounty now givetn

Water ! where Allan's great mercy most liveth !

Hanndkdm Allan ! oOur praise to the Highest
Por this life-giving water ! I speak and I Know,
Who have tasted of Wines, rich, rarely savoured,
Never choice as this water !
I vless thee ! —
and go.
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