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Personal Notes Political & General -
concerning tour

Cairo, Adana, Mersin, Aleppo, Tripoli, Beirut,
Damascus, Haifa, Jerusalem, Cairo.

28/6/42 - 19/7/42.

ADANA,

On arrival at Adana I was impressed by the general
courtesy of the Turkish Officials at the aerodrome towards

iving British passengers. Mr. Blair of the British Consulate
mia acting for us at Adana) was also most helpful. As the
accommodation at the Consulate Rest House appeared to be rather
strained I decided at first to stay at the Yeni Hotel in Adana.
This hotel, although fairly modern, has only very few tolerable
bedrooms and apparently one with bathroom attached. In
summer time the heat in this hotel is excessive and mosquitos and
sandflies sbundant. ~Adana area and many other districts are
malarial and mosquito-nets difficult to obtain locally. Being
unable to obtain a net myself I purchased guinine and dosed
myself during my stay. Feeding at the Yeni Hotel is reasonably
good, and the staff, though very uninstructed, are helpful and
friendly. I found only one person on the hotel staff who spoke
any language other than Turkish.

After a couple of days at this hotel I was invited by
the British Consul to transfer to the Consulate Rest House and
this invitation I accepted. This arrangement was more convenient
and I was able to make useful contacts with the Consulate staff
and with a number of visiting British Officials with some of whom
I had been acquainted in the past. As a result of these contacts
it was suggested to me that I should accompany one of these
officials on a visit to the sea coast town of Mersin. This journey
proved interesting and, being my first experience for some years
of railway travel in Turkey, brought out certain aspects of change
in comparison with previous experience.

The journey from Adana to Mersin covers a distance of
approximately 50 miles. Normally this journey is smposod to take
2 « On the outward journey the train covered this distance
in hours and on the return journey in 4 hours. Uncertaint{and
irregularity in railway time-tables :gpours to be a marked attribute
in Turkish t::;.lt::;dnyla Tl:il loc um.ago'ovor, I found
reasonably comfor e and not overcrowded, though my companion
informed me that extreme overcrowding does often take place
irrespective of the class of ticket for which one may have paid.
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Unpunctuality is apparently equally prevalent in the case of
express trains inecluding the Taurus Express itself. This train,

I am told, is some times as much as 12 hours late. My own
experiencesof it were two; (a) When I accompanied a King's Messenge.
and Consulate party omriing diplomatic mail omenight to the
station. On 8 occasion the train was about 6 hours late and a
long delay took place during which, on request, I assisted in the
supervision of the diplomatic mail. Supervision of this meil is a
matter of extreme importance at all times in Turkey. (b) When I
started off myself in the Taurus Express. On this occasion we were
informed that the train might be 40 minutes late. Actually the
train was 2% hours late and nobody seemed to know anything about
its whereabouts or movements in the interval, the Station Master
himself being quite uninterested!

While at the Yeni Hotel on my second day I found 2 members
of the German Consulate staff seated at a table next to myself. The
names of these people I could not discover and I was informed that
they were new arrivals at the Cerman Consulate. They were joined
later by another German whose name I think is Fritz Hans. I had the
impression that I had seen this man before, possibly in Egypt, but
I cannot be sure of this. On a later occasion I also noted a visit
from Fraulein Paula Koch who is perhaps the most important and
energetic of 13cal German agents. This lady speaks, I am told,
excellent Arabic and Turkish and has made herself a good deal liked
both amongst Turkish local people and with the Arabs amongst whom
she used to work in Syria. Her present duties include watching new
arrivals in the Adana district, and this duty she appeared to be
attempting to carry out efficiently in my omn case. She visited
the hotel while I was there and I found her seated at the next table
to mine when I dined at a river side restaurant, and when I left
Adana she and the two Germans whom I have previously mentioned were
also on the platform. On this occasion, however, Fraulein Koch

to be meeting a person who emerged from the Taurus Express
in which I was sbout to set off. This man looked like a Syrian but
spoke reasonsbly good German. He appeared to be in an agitated
condition when he emerged from the train, and he entered at once
into energetic conversation with Fraulein Koch part of which I
overheard until he was checked and taken to another part of the
station. This incident I mentioned to a member of our Consular
staff to 'whom I pointed out the new arrival.

In conversations with our Consul I got the impression
that relationship between our Consulate and the Turkish Authorities
is on a very sound basis. No attempt, however, is made on either
side to draw together socially and Turks in particular are reticent
in the matter of fraternization with British e. As, however,
Turkish reticence is if anything even more mar with regard to
Axis representatives this attitude is no doubt on the whole
satisfactory and prevents any possibility of difficult incidents.
It seemed to me gulto clear from what I saw while staying at the
Yeni Hotel, visiting various restaurants in Adana, and in my
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contacts at Mersin, that Axis activity is very d.ﬁ:nto in this
part of the world.

On arrival at Mersin I went to stay at the Taurus Hotel.

This hotel is in a central position in the little town and is by
the sea-shore. Though a good deal older than the Yeni Hotel at
Adana, it is actually more comforteble and a good deal cooler.
Mosquito-nets also are provided in the bedrooms. The food is not
at all bad and the staff, though rough and ready, is also friendly.
The town of Mersin has a very different ct from Adana which is
a typically 814 Turkish country town except for its one rather

ressive modern suburb. Mersin, however, is typically a pleasant
well-built Greek village, rather of the type that one meets with in
Cyprus. Up to the last wer this town was in fact almost entirely
Greof. Of the past Greek and Armenian inhabitants, few if any still
survive.

I called on the British Vice Consul, Hr. Parrish, who
introduced me to various menmbers of his staff. At this time the
situation in Egypt had become tense and many conflicting remours
were prevalent both in Mersin and in Adana. On the advice of the
Vice Consul I agreed that a signal should be sent via the British
Embassy Cairo to my Headquarters, asking for instructions as to
whether any change in my plans had become necessary. '

Hr. Parrish has instituted an excellent custom in Mersin
by which all British subjects are invited to meet every day at the
Consulate at tea time. This invitation was extended also to myself
and I therefore had an interesting opportunity of seeing the British
community and of hearing various points of view. On this ocecasion
an Official with whom I was acquainted invited me to dine at his
residence the same evening.

After r at the house of my British friend a call was
paid upon us at a late hour by a Turkish Official of high standing.
This gentleman spoke quite zood French and talkedin an interesting
way for some time. I gained the impression that he considered it
a foregone conclusion that Turkey would resist vigourously any attack
W her frontiers. He spoke of the careful military preparations

ch had been made and the close study that was being given to
German methods of attack with a view to gaining experience from
every incident in the progress of the war. He described some of
these defensive measures. His attitude although tactful seemed
to imply a definite pro-British bias combined with a full realisation
of the great strength of German forces and of all that this strength
would mean if pittied against the Turkish Army. It seemed to me
that this conversation probably represented fairly accurately a great
proportion of Turkish public opinion. My host informed me, however,
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that actually this Turkish Officiel is &lso in close contact
with Axis r:gguontatinc in Mersin and has at times been suspect;
but on the le it is thought that his contacts in that quarter
are merely in keeping with the general Turkish tendency to balance
one side against the other with Turkish security as the only real
ob jective without any asltruistic idealism. In spite of this

ticular interview my host confirmed the fact that it is almost

! sible to maintain normal social intercourse even with friendly
Turkish people. Personal calls only take place either on formal
occasions or else under the cover of secrecy.

It was interesting to note both in Adana and in Mersin

the reactions taking place around one to the serious news and the
even more serious rumours which were constantly coming in. One
noted at once the elation and energy which gathered in Axis guarters
and one noticed also that the tone of the press immediately veered
from a slightly pro-British tendemcy to a slightly pro-Axis tendency.
This pro-Axis reaction was in a few cases verghzzarked. One news-
Iapor described the British Army in Libya as pping about like a

ot of angry and helpless Desert fleas". One of the local newspapers
suggested that the British position in Libya had become quite
hopeless. A caricature in a picture paper which came out at this
moment showed a large German soldier and John Bull sitting on the
same seat on a sea-shore marked "Libya". The German soldier was
depicted as swelling up to such proportions that the portly figure
of John Bull was asbout to over balance at one end of the seat. One
newspaper also gave head lines telling of a proclamation, alleged

to have been dropped by the Cermans over Cairo, expressing goodwill
towards the Egyptians and asking them to show {heir own goodwill in
return by refusing all co-operation with the British Authorities
until the Germans themselves should arrive in the Capital in the
immediate future (since my return to Cairo Egyptian personalities
have also reported to me that some such proclamation was in faect
made by the Cermans). However, in spite of these ne's¥a¥er[
agitations one st definitely got the impression that the great
interest being shown by the Turks in the news from Libya implied
that they were more alarmed than pleased at the possibility of a
British reverse. The attitude of the general public was certainly
not hostile to British persons during this period.

During my journey from Adana to Mersin I was much struck
by the plentiful orchards of fruit of many kinds which were under
cultivation, especially in the viecinity of Tarsus. I was locally
informed, however, that this splendid is not advantageously
made use ofs Fruit for transmission is ba packed and often
badly selected so that it is delivered at its various destinations
either very unripe or much too ripe. Similarly reports suggest
that the fruit cultivation well established by the French at
Alexandretta (new Iskendemn) is also deteriorating in quality and
is badly organised for export. In Mersin, while I was there, a
regatta and display was being organised amongst the Naval Cadets.
This display was strikingly well done and the Naval Cadets appeared
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smart, fine looking, and efficient young men. In such opportunities
as I had at lMersin and Adana of noting Turkish soldiers they were
not by contrast at all impressive. Uniforms, even of officers,

were shebby and ill-fitting, while many of the soldiers were in
actually ragged clothing. folice organisation ars to be drastic
and Secreti Police active, and a severe police attitude is taken in
the supervision of "public morals". A theft of petrol occurred at
Adsna while I was there from an official supply. Suspects from
amongst Army guards were soon arrested and the next day a Senior
Police Official announced that confession had been obtained. It

is regretéble perhaps that to this information was also added the
information that confession had only been obtained after stringing
n; the suspected persons by their thumbs and injeeting some kind

of drug into them to lessen their resistance when being cross-
questioned! This statement was made to me by the British Officer

to whom this story was officially teold. It seems, therefore, despite
reforms that a certain slipping back to ¢ld Turkish methods is

already taking place.

In due course, a satisfactory reply having been received

to my signal to Egypt, I proceeded by the Taurus Express from
Adana to Aleppo. This Journey proved comfortable., I was accommodated
in a first class coupé-lit of a spacious kind. The Turkish car
attendant, who spoke good English, was most helpful. The train

was boarded at about 4.30 p.m. and although Aleppo was reached in

the early hours of the morning passengers in the coupé-lit were not
required to leeve their compartments until 7.15 a.m. The dining

car accommodation was comfortable and the food good though expensive.
During the course of this journey I met a British Colonel travelling
on leave from Ankara, and & British lady 2lso travelling on leave
from Ankare, This lady was the personal secretary to a high offiecial
on the Embassy staff at Ankara. Interesting converseations took

lace with these two fellow passengers during the course of my
ourney.

On arrivel at Aleppo I proceeded to the Hotel Baron.
This hotel is comfortsble and well organised, and the food is quite
good. It is, however, expensive and it is necessary to keep a
check upon the addition of ones bill and the number of items put
to ones account, as mistakes to the advantage of the hotel seem
to occur rather « The management is Armenisn. The hotel
premises were built, I understand, just prior to the outbreak of
the last war and some of the starf’ were present during the =&
Armenian transportations and murders which oceurred at that time
end which have not been forgotten by any of the population Moslem
or Christian, who scem to look back with almest equel horror on
what happened then.

/m sene



-6 -

Soaon after arrival at Aleppo I placed myself in contact
with the British Consulate and was invited by Lt. Col. Summerhayes
(Senior Political Officer) to visit him. This visit I duly carried
out and was then also asked to dine with Col. Summerhayes the
following evening, During the course of my visit I also took the
opportunity to go on foot to the native quarters and visit the
bazaars and to converse with many individuals amongst the tion.
My contacts included tribal people in from the Desert, shop keepers
and bazear porters as well as an official of some standing to whom
I had an introduction. It was perhaps interesting that in every
case in these various categories of pepple many questions were
me sbout Turkey, and amongst the poorer people one of the first
questions was for information as to the Turkish attitude towards
religion and as to whether in fact the Turkish Government prevented
people carrying out the kfilgx-imaga to Mececa., I was also asked
questions about the Turkish Govermment, the Turkish relationshi
with the British, and whether there was any chance of Aleppo b
handed back to the Turks in the future. On the whole as a result
of all these talks I got the ression that the local ation
was definitely suspicious that Aleppo might be handed to the Turks
by the British at some future date and that although they viewed
this ibility with some anxiety on the whole they were not averse
to it (except of course the Christian population which would view
such an eventuality with the utmost distress). The population of
Aleppo and its district is of course to a very large extent Moslem.
Christians whose families have tradionally resided in this district
are quite a small minority. Distinet from these people there is
however a very considerable refugee population of Armenians who
have come in from Turkey and who of course would be in a very grave
position should they find themselves again under their old rulers.

On the same day as myself there arrived at the Baron
Hotel at Aleppo several members of the new Corn Commission. These
merbers consisted of a Colonel and two Majors all of whom I had
known previously. In the course of discussions with these three
officers and also with various persons of Syrian nationmality I
gathered that the situation with regard to distribution of crops
is still a complex problem. R it is as follows. The harvest
has been quite satisfactory and there should be little if any
scarcity of flour in Syria. Unserupulous people and especially
unscrupulous wealthy landlords are however taking advantage of war
conditions to prevent timely distribution of corn and are instead
as far as possible hoarding away us supplies in the country
districts. This is producing, especially in the towns, an artifiecial
scarcity which may in the near future become really serious. In an
endeavour to adjust this situation the British Authorities have
brought pressure to bear on the Syrian Government to supervise the
proper distribution of corn. The curious fact however is that
although the Government has pessed certain laws to enforce this,
it is actually certain high Government Officials ineluding the
Prime Minister Husny el Barazi and also such wealthy land owners
as Hikmat Haraki who are failing to carry out the laws which the
Government has passed. British and French officers are now being
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appointed throughout the agricultural districts to supervise
Government measures. It is understood that the British Officers
are not taking executive action themselves but are as it were
holding a watehing brief and it is their duty to warn the local
Syrian Government Officials of any evasion of the corn laws which
may come to their notice. It is then the duty of the Syrian
officials themselves to take adequate measures to enforce the law.
It will no doubt be readily understood how such a situation may
be exploited by unscrupulous people and how many sparks may be
£lying around in inflamsble propagandist material.

In the Aleppo area progress in adjusting the crop situation
appeared to be far from satisfactory though when later I visited
Damascus I understood that rather greater co-operation between the
population and the authorities was t aking place there. It is of
course essential that British and alse French officers and officials
in Syrian agricultural districts should combine great tact with
definite severity in getting this matter put forward. It must be

sed that the tact is however at least as important as the
severity. British Political Officials were a good deal concerned,
for instance, by distinet lack of "tact" recently on the part of
a French officer. This young officer stated that his party had
been fired/from a certain village. He therefore caused an asseault
to be made u, the village which was sacked and burnt. The
attackers getting out of hand, them turned their attention to one
or two neighbouring villages which had not in fact committed any
misdemeanour. During these attacks the women folk in these villages
were taken into what was described as "safe custody™ but of course
a very different interpretation has been placed upon this custody
by the local inhebitants. It will be readily understood how important
it is to avoid such a grave mishandling of the situation which gives
excellent propaganda to our enemies. It is likely that the officers
now appointed, who have been carefully chosen, will carry out their
duties with understanding. Another problem which was newly under
discussion at Political Headquarters during my visit was the
probability of the sion from Turkey of several thousand Greek
refugees in the ate future. These people were expected in
the Aleppo viecinity almost at once and all preparations were
in hand to receive them as suitably as pessible.

Staying at the Hotel Baron at the same time as myself
was an Egyptian travelling with his wife en route apparently for
Turkey. The name I understood to be Abou Bakr Rateb Pasha and
Mme Rateb. It is not known in what capacity they were travelling
but they scemed a good deal concerned at the news then coming in
from the Western Desert.

After three days in Aleppo I proceeded by the automotrice
train to Tripoli. This little train leaves Aleppo at 7 in the
morning and arrives at Tripoli about 12.30 pem. It is quite
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comfortable and was not overcrowded when I travelled. It is under
careful supervision and passports and passes are examined twe or
three times during the journmey. At Tripoli the railway station

and port is at a considerable distance from the town itself. ex:hiclu
are scarce but I was able to obtain an ancient one~horse vehi in
which I reached Tripoli town in about half am hour. Hakim's Palace
Hotel in spite of a somewhat repossessing entry is actually
satisfactory as a temporary residence.

While in Tripoli I drove round the town and visited the
port noting the position of the Air France premises etc., I also
called on the British Vice Consul but found that he was away. In
the course of conversation with citizens and notables I found a
strangely undetermined attitude in politicel matters and towards
the war. An intelligent man of position described the outlook in
this way:= "Everybody here talks of patriotism whereas actually
most of us have no idea of the meaning of the word. Only a few of
us have any real say in political matters and those few are mostly
rich e and property owners whose idea of patriotism is based
largely on the welfare of their own estates and the safety of their
Bank balances. We profess to be energetic supporters of national
independence but we lack altogether in leadership and we seem to
have no idea of what it would mean to fight for that independence
ourselves. The idea at the back of most people's minds here seems
to be a transformation of the Lebanon into a sort of easy-going
Switzerland and that this transformation is to come asbout pleasantly
by efforts other than those of our own people, who have a nysterious
"right" to avoid all the hardships of personal leadership in a
nationalist war. Our culture and progress, it seems, must be
mtoctod by outside rs. On the whole we gener consider

democratic countries to be those who should supply that
protection, but we are not prepared to compromise ourselves by
undue proclamation of our liking for the democracies until we are
quite certain that they are going to win." My informant finished
his little talk by saying: "I am rather ashamed at what I have been
telling you but I do feel that on the whole it is even more shameful
when we do not face up to facts and use grandiose language which
has no meaning." The gist of my informant's talk seemed to be that
leadership is quite lacking in Lebanon and also in Syria end that
a solution of the local problems could only be brought about by
definite forcefulness on the part of wide-viewed democratic
leadership which must take control of the Lebanon and Syria at
this eritical time and yet withhold excessive domination when
settlement has been achieved. In an endeavour to talk to another
leading citizen who is a rich man and the owner of ;Bropertw the
results were even less inspiring. His reply was: I have my
housey, I own three cinemas and I have great difficulty in supervising
even these because my servants cheat me if I dont wateh them. I
know nothing about peolities, and why should I involve myself in
dangerous matters in which i can do nothing. I therefore take no
sides at all, and mst be as impartial towards the Germans and
Italians as towards anyone else." 4
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BEIRUT.

For my journey to Beirut I took a place in a car. It
so happened that I was the only European traveller in this car,
my companions being Syrian Moslems one of whom was of Turkish
origin., Although seeming & little unfriendly at first their
attitude soon changed when they discovered that I could speak
Arabic and thereafter conversation on the local situation was
almost continuous. There was again a good deal of talk concerning
Turkey and the young man of Turkish origin, who tried to put forward
the merits of the country of his forebears was not at all agreed
with by the other occupants of the car. They again brought u
the rumoured anti-religious attitude of the Turkish Goveenment and
one young man also produced various stories of Turkish ill-usage
of his own family during and before the last great war and of the
general misery in Syria under Turkish rule at that time. The
young Turk heatedly declared that all that had happened in the bad
days of Ottoman Sultans and could not possibly happen under the
present modern and progressive Government. The reply he received
to this however was:= "We dont believe that the Turkish Officials
have really changed, and anyhow we would rather risk many years
under British domination than one single year under Turkish
domination", The other men in the car, however, did not quite agree
with this comment and they pointed out that in Tripoli, as at Aleppeo,
the Moslem population greatly predominates and mmch dislikes present
Lebanese conditions and would not necessarily object to Turkish
influences increasing. One of the passengers was a native of
Palestine and I got the impression that he had left Palestine
partly on account of his anti-Jewish sentiments, and, as usual,
remaris werc made as to Great Britain's responsibility in imposing
Jews upon the Moslems in that country. Another passenger, however,
immediately produced the argument that this was only partly British
responsibility as the greatly increased influx of Jews had really
been brought @bout by the secret intrigues of Hitler in making
their position intolerable in Germany and in encouraging them to
seek refuge in Palestine. The point was also made that the British
though seemingly aloof, often eventually make sincere personal
friendships with Hoslem people whereas French and Italians when
they colonise usually e promiscuous contacts, but seem to have
no wish for friendship but only a desire to extract as soon as
possible enough money to return to their own countries and buy
property to retire to.

While in Beirut I called at the British Consulate where
I was given a pleasant welcome by Lt. Col. Furlong with whom I was
already acquainted from the time when I used to visit Syria when
touring duty from G.H,Q. Cairo. I also called at the British
hsatiegz ars Mission) on the Councillor (lMr. Hemilton) with
whom I pful conversations both in his office and during am
afternoon spent at his residence in the outskirts of Beirut.
Mr. Hamilton kindly put me in touch with other local mm@ British
officials including the Air Attaché at the Mission. I also met
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the Senior R.A.F. Officer and an officer on the staff of the Naval
"I" Branch. I had not many personal contacts amongst the Lebanese
population in Beirut with the exception of lir. Hector Klat and Dr.
and Mme Raudeh (personal friends of General Nyri Pasha S8aid).

M. Klat holds the position of Director of the National Library in
Beirut and is looked upon with esteem as a poet and a patriot. I
had a long talk with him at his library, over which he showed me,
and on depariure he presented me with a signed volume of his verses.
I did not call on Dr. Raudeh (whose wife wes trying to get a visa
for Turkey) on account of information which I had received as to
certain unsatisfactory activities in which he is alleged to have
been involved.

DAILASCUS.

My journey by car to Damascus passed without inecident,
my fellow travellers being 3 Lebanese people of no particular
interest. In Damascus I was invited to call upon the Senior Political
Officer, Col. Gardner, with whom I had heen acquainted when he was
at the British Legation in Tangier and by whom I was invited teo
Jjoin his party to watch a review of New Zealand troops in Damascus
town square. While in Damascus I also met officers on the Army and
R.A.F. Intelligence Staffs.

Soon after arrival at my hotel in Damascus I was called
upon by Dr. Yassir Mouayed Azm. Dr. Yassir is a prominent member
of what remains of the Shahbandarist party of which his brother
Nazih Bey is now considered a leader. I was informed that Nazih Bey
had heard of my arrival and was coming in from his country house the
following day in order to meet me. I accepted the invitation to go
to the house of these brothers in Damascus the following day for a
talk., HNeanwhile I went with Dr. Yassir to pay my respects at the
tomb of Dr. Shahbandar, the famous nationalist leader who was
assassinated not long ago in Damascus. His tomb has been placed
as a mark of exceptional esteem in the immediate proximity of the
tonb of Saladin.

In the course of the same evening and during the following
morning various persons including the editors of the two leading
local newspapers, wham I have known in the past, also called upon
me and discussed the political situation at some length.

My talk with Nazih Bey and his brother Yassir duly took
lace and was of considerable interest. The circumstances of Dr.
andar's assassination were explained to me and although nothing
actually hostile was said concerning the British Govermment's part
in this matter there is cbviously great bitterness felt at alleged
lack of interest and the sbsence of assistance from the British
authorities after the murder of this famous Moslem leader who had
been well known for his helpful attitude to British interests. The

/ t!‘in L



il

trial of the suspected persons was apparently in the nature of a
Tiasco, the ition being thet while on the one side Viehy French,
Germen and I an influences and money were hard at work, the
Shahbandarist party was lacking in funds and completely 'Ithmt
support from either the local Government or the British authorlities.
A very prominent Syrian peolitical leader was arrestied under strong
snsgicion of having instigated the assassination but was acquitted
without punishment owing, it is alleged, to the intervention of
interested parties in zovorful positions. 7The pro-British elements
which still remain in the Shahbandaristi party have apparently again
been hurt by alleged special courtesies which the British authorities
are said to have extended to this same personality during a recent
visit of his to Cairo. It is said that this courtesy led this
personality, on his return to Damascus, to make wide allegations

that he had obtained full British and Egyptian support and that he
was sbout to be assisted in supplanting the present Syrian Government
with a regime of his own. 8o persistent were the rumours in Damascus
that the present Government authorities are reported to have

the British authorities to ask for an explanation. It is said that
assurance was given that these rumours of British support for such
changes were without foundation. Nevertheless, it appears that this
incident has added further suspicions to an already complex situation.
This complex situation includes a bitterly eanti-French attitude and
considerable unrest at high prices and scarcety of bread, suspicions
and conflicting rumours as to British intentions in Syria, and lack
of :espect or confidence in the heads of the present Syrian Govern-
ment.

Nazih Bey, who is himself a land owner, alco discussed
the difficulties of the present crop situation. He did not seem
satisfied with the present organisation for crop control According
to him this is in the hands almost entirely of persons who have no
knowledge of agriculture and who themselves have never owned 1anded
property. He also suggested that the fact that Faiz el Khouri has
selected, apparently without exception, personalities of Christian
faith does not help to assure confidence from the lMoslem land owners
whose affaire they have to investigate., Nazih Bey also suggested
that it is his considered opinion that the Government has set too
low a value on the crops which they are proposing that land owners
mist be forced to sells This and the lack of understanding between
the ﬁpnlation and the Syrian Crop Commissien investigators is
likely to lead to vielent incidents, especially as searches of
private houses and farms are already taking place in such a way as
to cause resentment. As opposed, however, Lo this statement by
Nazih Bey an interesting article on this sub ject was produced in
the newspaper "Echos de Syrie" dated 14th July, in which a very
different picture of the alleged stubborn and selfish attitude of
rich agriculturists was described. Whatever the rights or wrongs
it does from this seem clear that the matter had not so far been
presented to the general public in clear terms by the Goveranment
and that dangerous misunderstandings perhaps existed on both sides.

Speaking of S8Syria and her independence and her future
prospects my hosts emphasised that in spite of some disappointiment
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in the British attitude towards Arab welfare, nevertheless, the
majority of Arab opinion in Syria would support British leadership
in any energetic measure to safeguard the future of Syria and other
Middle Eastern countries. "Give us an energetic leader, your
confidence, and a reasonably clear assurance ol our future pro ts
and allow us the weapons necessary for self defence and you wil

find strong support in Syria amongst Moslems, the Druze and the
Christians against those Axis influences which at heart we know to
be a great danger to us and towards which it is fear rather than
approval which is drawing some parts of the population at the ent
time., We feel great need for guidance and for a grouping toge

of the Areb Commnities in Greater Syria and Irag. Our feeling is
that Damascus may be described as the heart of Islam and that Egypt
may be dseribed as its head. Neither can/exist without the full
health of the other, and the head must be required to guide the heart.
In this time of crisis we look upon Great Britain as it were like a
medieal specialist without whose advice neither this heart nor head
can achieve future health and security." This idea of the important
position held by Egypt vis a vis the Middle East I found being
expressed in many conversations in Dsmascus and the public utterances
of official leaders there; and in the matter of the regrouping of
Arab peoples in Syria I refer to previous reports and to the document
put forward a year or two ago to Mr. Eden in London by Nuri Pasha
S8aid when the latter was in exile in Cairo.

About Egypt I was asked many questions and much interest
was expressed in the leadership of the young king and the good
relationship between the Egyptian Parliament and the British Govermment.
It seemed to be taken for granted that the Royal Family of Egypt and
the Egyptian Government should hold an important position in future
Middle Bastern affairs and that this future link should be in the
nature of a treaty relationship but with certain special aspects of
& closer sort; the whole being stabilised by the goodwill of the
demoeratic powers of which Great Britain should be the spokesman
and executive authority for all practical arrangements.

The following is a précis on the local situation as conveyed
to me in the course of a mmber of conversations with various persons
expressing the Syrian point of view.

In Syria two govermments have recently succeeded one another.
The first of these was founded by Hassan Bey Hakim. This Covermment
was characterised by the fact that it included ministers from all the
Syrian provinces including Jebel Druze and the Alaouites. Only
Aleppo was left on the outskirts of this new Government. Leaving
out the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Fayez Bey Khoury) the head and
menbers of this Government were second rate people without any
particular political colour and might in general be termed moderates.
Hassan Bey Hakim himself was, however, considered as S8hahbandarist
in sympathy and Zeki Bey Khatidb (Minister of Justice) as a militant
Shahbandarist and head of that movement. Fayez Bey Khoury is also
a member of the Nationalist Block.
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On April 18th 1942, another Government suddenly came
into power under the presidency of Husni Bey el Barazi and wes
rather similar to the first @overnment except that Aleppo was
represented by a somewhat unimportant man named Reheb Kekhia. A
new position was also ecreated for a young man named Mounier el
Ajiani as leader of propaganda and of the youth movement. The new
Premier is considered an able man but certain shady incidents in
his past are not forgotten, particularly an ineident concerning
hashish. In the period which followed, certain moves towards
independence took place especially through the actions of Great
Britain, The troublesome question of common interests of Syria
and the Lebanon were brought to some kind of solution by direct
negotiations between the two respective governments. This agreement,
however, loses some local velue through the introduction of French
interests. In economic matters this period was marked by the high
cost of living and attendant difficulties. On the financial side
important fiscal reforms were made, eand on the religious side there
was a marked movement on the part of the Ulema who held a congress,
started an Islamic school of study, and published certain manifestos
concerning public morels, and religious rules for women. Some of
these manifestos of course provoked strong reaction from youth
movements both amongst men and women. Amongst the most important
transactions was the taking over by the Government of the monopoly
-in purchase and sale of corn which, however, is still causing a
good deal of difficulty.

The following state of affairs actually exists at the
moment. The regime starting in September has been looked upon as
an individualist regime controlled by and for the benefit of certain
individuals in power, end this opinion shows no signs of altering.
The "Independent Sovereign Republic" is now spoken of as "The
Republic of Sheik Tageddine® and Sheik Tageddine is lookedupon as
the Republic; and for this reason sny attack against the Govermment
becomes in fact a personal attack against the head of the State
himself. Actually there is much disagreement concerning the
character of Sheik Tageddine but nearly everyone admits that he
has subtle intelligence and good sense, though his personal authority
continues to be very uncertain, He triea to counter act this by
ever increasing persconal isolation and he is becoming gradually
friendless. It is his aim to control everybody while trying to
appear as the father and friend of all, but particularly in the
latter aim he has so fer signally failed. There is only one person
amongst his collsborators who can be looked upon as a substantial
individual element and that is Fayez el Khouri. The remainder are
small shadows of their master.

As for Prench influence it is manifestly deteriorating,
so mich so, that most French Advisors seem to content themselves
in drawing their handsome salaries, and interfere as little as
poseible. In the surrounding of the Delegation only one or two
people, smongst whom may be said to be General Collet, are working
with energy and devotion. From this it appears that on the whole
the Free French are thought to have very little grip on the existing
situation and the little they have they are said to be exploiting
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for their own ends. In the same period British influence also has
by no means been sirengthened. This is for various reasons, amongst
which are the following:- MNilitary reverses in the lliddle East, the
British lack of energy towards suspected elements, the lack of
energetic ludorsm{ by British authority in matters of pressing
interest to the publie, the reticence of certain British authorities
and the inexperience of certain others. The Syrian independence
obviously brought about by British intervention and British support
has not heen explained to the people in such a way as to stimulate
in them a realisation of British goodwill and thus has not increased
British influence in the way in which it should have done. It must
be added that in spite of lack of appreciation of the British goodwill
in securing independence, nevertheless hostile propaganda is always
clever in mentioning Bri%iah authority as being supreme whenever
anything goes wrong, when prices are high, when bread is scarce or
anything else unpleasant takes place. This of course is the work of
anti-British influences amongst which curiously enough it is being
suggested locally there exists even some destructive jealousy from
Free French sources. Duality of the Franco-British regime in Syria is
elways evident but it is often only the less attractive effects of
that duality which are ascribed to the British.

In 8yria at the present time though one may say there are
‘no political parties yet there arc certain individualists. The
nationalist block has never really recovered from the blow received
in 193:, 211& even the coming to power of Sheik Tageddine has not
revived ite.

The Shahbandarist party for practical purposes died with
its leader and merely now consistis of certain rather negative
tendencies indicating possibly some eventual opposition to the
Nationalist Block. The parties of pro-Axis tendency are no longer
openly active, such for instance as the Nadi el Arabi and the Ousbet
el Amal el Kaouwni. By contrasi, however, a guite marked re-organisation
is taking place in what used to be considered a communist setting.
For instance the anti-Facist and anti-Communist League is showing
definite activity and while I was in Damascus a large meeting took
place at which a number of well known leaders spoke to an audience
numbering several hundreds of young men, while at the same time
another gathering of over 100 women was addressed in a private house
by a feminine leader of the same movement. Though an invitation to
attend this meeting was not accepled, a nunber of the speakers I
afterwards met when they assembled at en hotel at which I happened
to be dining. These included Khalid Bagdash, Omar Fakhouri ( the
writer) and Antoine Thebet. It is not known yet what official
attitude is being taken towards this new anti-Facist end anti-Nazi
movement, based as it is on a one time forbidden "commnistic"
outlook. Amongst other individuelists in Damascus at present active
for their personal) interests are well known people such as Jamil
NMardan Bey, Shou? el Kouatly, Iutfi el Haffar and cne or two less
well known such de Zeki el Khatib and ¥asib el Fakri.

In matters of Germano-Italian jpropaganda it is unlikely
at the moment that its activities exceed pamphlets and radio

/d'lim s



-15-

emissions. This sort of propaganda dwells on the past of which it
makes good use. It lives also on military successes and on the
attraction which always has for people of the Orient. One
must add that loc m seem to consider that British counter
p::rsandn has lost ative and relies too much on out of date
caricatures which seem still to be stuck up in the streets and on
occasional propaganda notices very few of which seem to have
received due consideration as to the kind of public to which they
were required to al. In this matter it should of course be
remembered that varied kinds of population exist in Syria, as for
instance Christians, Moslems, Jews, wealthy land-owners, {mterato
peasants, town merchants. These various sorts of pupulation do not
by any means think on the same lines and propaganda suited to one
type might in fact be actually ridiculous or harmful in the effect
it would have on others.

I was informed that at the worst moment of the Lybian
crisis a German machine had flown over Damascus and had dropped
propaganda pamphlets early one morning. On the same morning it
was found that anti-British propaganda notices had been pasted up
on various walls on the outskirts of Damascus. I am told that the
German pamphlets were well produced and well worded and consisted
in part of friendly declarations and also of two lists; one showing
British statements and promises and the other showing what purported
to be Axis corrections giving the real state of affairs. The local
posters were apparently exhortations to the local population to dbuy
up every sort of supply and commodity from the shops in order to
inconvenience the British Authorities and in order to make use of
all available cash as the Germans would be in Damascus within a
fortnight when local Syrian money would all be replaced.

It is perhaps worth mentioning that a notable of Damascus
groviou:ly entirely pro-British now summed up his views as follows:-
We Arsbs are instinctively your friends and many of us have proved

that in the past. We like you and you seem to like us. Yodr
Government has often promised us support and has expressed its good
will towards us, and for very many years we have relied 1y
upon this. We still remain your friends because we still believe
in your honest intentions and prefer the British characteristics to
those of other Buropean nations who might supplant you. Let me ask
you, however, exac what concrete reason there is for us to feel
appreciation at what you have done for us in the course of the past
few years. In Palestine you have given large areas of our country
to a foreign race. In Syria you allowed a large tract of country
to be handed back, against our will, to the Turks. Now in Syria
although you have set independent states yet you are giving us
no assurance that that dence will not be nullified by the
support which you are giving to French influences. These influences
though admittedly different in some ways from previous French
influences are nevertheless strongly contrary to all that we wish
for our future progress. During the Vichy regime in Syria I asked
for an interview with the German General Von Hentig to ask for
fairer treatment in the mattér of the Shahbandar triael. This is
what happened at my interview. He started off by adopting a stern
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