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This letee  iives an inteeestn  slant on the social life of Caieo-based RAF  and 
aemy ofcees afee the F iest Woeld Waea and also eeiveals somethin  of Huck’s 
intense deivoton to his “litle motheer”. It coivees:

• woek as commandee of Special Insteuctonal F li ht
• fest fi ht foe oivee a yeae
• new aieceaf deliiveeed
• New Yeae’s Eive celebeatons at Shepheed’s Hotel
• Robeet Haetman’s biethday dancea and eetuen to En land
• cutn  back on eepense of social life
• family enquieies

SpecialnInstructinalnFlight
HeadquartersnT.B.
R.A.F.
Alomaya.nCairi.

17.I.20

DarlingnMitherni’nMine

ThanknyiunsinomuchlynoirnallnyiurndearnthiughtnoirnomenatnXomas,n&noirnthenomistnuseoulngif.nInhadn
beennoeelingnveryn“list”nwithiutnthenusenionanoiuntainnpen,n&ntinpissessninenagainnisnangreatnluxury.n
Inaomnfndingnitnsincinvenient,nespeciallynniwnthatnInaomnbusynomakingniutnirders,nsigningnwarrants,n
passes,nviuchers,netc.ninnomyndailyndutesninnirganisingnthisnnewnfight!n

Allngiesnwellnwithnome,n&nInthinknthensituatinnisnbeciomingnrathernomirendefnitenandnsatsoactirynbyn
degrees.

Oonciurse,njustnasnInexpected,n&nasnInomentinedntinyiu,nthenpractcalnwirkingnionthenSpecialn
InstructinalnFlightn(asnitnisnniwnifciallynteromed)nisnoarndiferentnoriomnthentheirynionitninnpaper.nInn
theirynitnwasntinbenanhighlynspecialisednirganisatin,n&nanomidelninneachnionitsndepartoments,nwithn
everynomannanskillednwirkerninnhisnpartcularnbranch.nInwasntinbentheninlynperomanentnfyingnifcer,n
butnInwasntinhavenalwaysnannuombernionifcersnatachedntinomentinhelpnome,n&natnthensaomentomentin
gainnoreshnkniwledgeninncirrectnfightnriutne.nAsnitnisnInaomnnitninlynFlightnCiomomandernasnarranged,n
butnaomnalsinsilenInstructir,n&nInhaventinrunnomynTechnicalnStiresn–nanseparatendepartomentninnitselon–n
omyntranspirt,nthenaromiury,n&nallnirganisatinn&nadoministratin.nInhavenninskillednclerks,n&nthenFlightn
Sergeantn&nInhaventindinallnthenleternflingnetc.ninnthenifce,n&ninnthenStiresnwenhavenalsintin
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superviseninndetailnallnindentng,nreceiptngn&nbiikkkeepingnwithnthenassistanceninlyniontwinquiten
unskillednomen.

OonciurseninntheirynthenBrigadenEquipomentnOfcer,n&nthenBrigadenQuarteromasterndinomistnionthisn
oirnome,nbutnactuallyntheynhavenaomplenwirknalready,n&ncanninlyngivenomensuchntechnicalnassistancenasn
isnabsilutelynessental.nIt’snnitnaltigethernannagreeablenstatenionafairs,nandnwiuldnhavenbeenn
distnctlyndisciuraging,nhadnInnitnbeennoullynpreparednoirnsiomethingnionthensirtninnomyniwnn
judgeomentnionthensituatin.

HiwevernInintendntincarryninnoirnanwhilenatnanynrate,n&nseenhiwnthingsnshape.nIonsuccessnisnpribablen
Inshallnreomainninnperomanently,nbutnionthenpisitinnprivesnundesirableninnanyniompirtantnpiint,nthennIn
shallnapplyntinginelsewhere.nJustnniwnprispectsnarenbrighternagain.nThenMiddlenEastnH.Q.naren
wakingnupnanbitn&ntakingnnitce,n&nthenCilinelnalsinhasnanrenewednenthusiasom,nniwnthatnfyingnhasn
actuallynstarted!nMynfrstnomachinesnarrivednanoewndaysnagi,n&nhavenbeenninndailynusenevernsince.nIn
hadnnitnfiwnnatnallnoirnivernanyear,nsinnaturallynInliikednoirwardntinomynfrstnventurenintinthenskyn
withnnitnanlitleninwardntrepidatin!nIndidnnitnomentinnthatnInhadnbeennsinlingniutnionpractce,noirn
thennInomightnbenoircedntinunderginanciursenion“dualncintril”nwhichnInshiuldnhavenhated,nbutnInwentn
upnalineninnthenfrstnippirtunity.nDirectlynInwasninnthenair,nInoeltnentrelyncinfdent,n&nwentnthriughn
allnthenusualn“stunts”njustntinomakensurenionomynnervenetc.nInliipednsixntomesninnsuccessiin,n&nalsindidn
anspin,n[unreadable]netc.nbutnIndidnnitn“rill”nthenomachine,nasnitnwasnanverynildnine,n&nhadnnitnatnthatn
tomenbeenncareoullynexaomined.nnInniwnoeltnjustnasnomuchn“atnhiome”ninnthenairnasnionInhadnnevern
stippednfyingnatnall!nSinthat’snallnright!

Inhavenomistnionomynestablishomentnionpersinnelnbynthisntome,n&nomistnionomyntranspirtnvehiclesn–nan
lightntender,nheavynlirry,nomitirnbikenwithnsidencar,n&nwirkshipnlirry.nInhavennitnomynoullnnuombernion
omachinesnyetnhiwevern–ninlyntwinrathernancientnAvris,n&ninenrathernnicenBristilnFighter.nMynoulln
establishomentnionomachinesnwillnincludentwinnewnAvris,ntwinBristilnFighters,ntwinDH9s,nanSipwithn
Snipe,n&nanSipwithnCaomel.nAnoairlynvariednassirtomentn–nsinyiunomayniomagine,nomyntechnicalnstiresnaren
pretynvariednalsininntheirncintents!nSiinnhiwevernInhipentinhavenifcersntinhelpnome.nIoninlynthen
nextnoewnweeksncannbensuccessoullynpassed,nInthinknthenscheomenwillnbenplacedninnansiundnoiitng.n
Butntherenarenstllncertainn“uncertaintes”!nItnisnionninadvantagentinwirknhardnivernannenterprisenthatn
isnnitnliikednupinnoaviurablynbynthisenabive,n&nionsignsnionthisnbeciomenapparentnInshallntryntinomaken
ithernplans.nThisnisnthenCilinel’snscheomenentrelynbynirigin,n&nitnisnupntinhiomntinbacknomenupn&nhelpn
omen–nespeciallynafernthenomannerninnwhichnhenpressednomentintakeninnthisnciomomand.nHiwevernInaomn
verynwarynandnawake,n&ntakennithingninntiintrustulnanspirit!!

Ancertainngentleomann–nyiunkniwnwhin–nisnbeciomingnionpissiblenomirenerratcnthannever,nHisn
eccentricitesnarenatntomesnalomistnintilerablen–n&nhenomakesnsomallnefirtntincintrilnirnevenncincealn
theom.nInaomnveryntilerant,nbutntherenarenliomits!!nHiwevernInbelievenitnverynpribablenthatnthisnomaynben
satsoactirilynsetlednerenling,nbynhisndepartngnelsewhere!nIt’snanpitynhe’snsinidd,noirnhenhasnomanyn
siundnqualites,n&nhasnprivednhiomselonangallantnpilitnduringnthenwar.nSelfshnessn&nlacknionselon
cintrilnare,nhiwever,ndistnctnbleomishes,n&nomaynleadntinomuchnthatnisnundesirable.
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Dearnome,nwhatnanlitnion“ship”nIndinwrite!nPleasenoirgivenome,nbutnsiometomesnInoeelnInwantnan
syompathetcn&nunderstandingnlistenern–n&nwhinciuldnInfndnomirenkindlyn&nhelpoulnthannomyn
Mitherling,n–n&nthenDad!n

Inhavenasnanomaternionoactnomanynoriendsniutnhere,nquitensyompathetcn&nwellndispisedn–nbutnit’snnitn
likenine’sniwnn“oilksnatnhiome”.

Inaomninnexcellentnteromsnatnpresentnwithnallnthensquadrinsn&ntheirnciomomandingnifcers,ninnthisn
Brigade,nwhichnisnoirtunate,nasnitnsavesnomuchnillnoeelingnwhenntheynhaventinhandnivernsiomeniontheirn
bestnpersinnelnoirnthenS.I.nFlight!nSinoarneveryinenisnaomiable,n&nInhavenhadnseveralnifersnionadvicen&n
assistancenwhichnhavenprivednomistnuseoul.

InhavenjustnreceivednyiurndearnleterndescribingnyiurnXomasnDayn&nNewnYear’snEve.nYiurnChristomasn
daynseeomsntinhavenbeennspentnomistncisilyn&npleasantlyn–nomirenionthenrealnXomasnspiritnthanniursn
iutnhere.

OnnNewnYear’snEvenInwasninnShepheard’snHitel,n&nasnthenNewnYearncaomenin,nInwasnstandingnalineninnan
ciomparatvelynquietnalciveninnthenballnriiomn–n&nomynthiughtsnwerenverynoarnawaynoriomnEgyptn–nyiun
cannguessnwhere.nAtnomidnightnallnthenlightsninnthenhitelnwerenswitchedniutnoirninenciompletenominuten
–nyiunomayniomaginenhiwncareoullynsiomenpeiplenhadnarrangedntheirnpartnersninnantcipatinnionthis!!n
–n&nwhennthenlightsncaomenupnagain,ntherenwasnangiidndealnionsinging,ncheering,netc.!

Thenreceptinnriiomsnionthenhitelneomptednciomparatvelynearly,nbutnciuntlessnprivatenpartesnkeptn
upnrevelrynomistnionthennight,nupstairs.nInwentnfrstntinanprivatensuitenwherentherenwasnsiomenexcellentn
singing,nthennwhennthisnpartynbrikenup,nInbecaomeninvilvedninnanithern&noarnomirensprightlyninen–n
whichnincludedntwincavalryngenerals,nwithntheirnwives,n&nannuombernionithernladiesn&nifcers.n
Everyinenwasnveryngay,n&natntomesnthenhuomiurnbecaomenantrifen“risqué”.nInninenriiomnInentered,nIn
oiundnanladyninnbed,napparentlynhildingnanomixednreceptin,n&nwithnomeombersnionthenippisitensexninn
alomistnciompriomisingnprixiomity.nAfernomuchnomerriomentnthenladynsuddenlynleaptniutnionbed,n&n
disciverednherselontinbenoullyndressedn–nsinthatnwasnallnrightn–natnleastnInsuppisenitnwas.n–n&nanyhiwn
thenladynwasnthenwioenionangeneral,nsinnitnanwird!

Pagetn–nanithernFlightnCiomomandern–n&nInfnishednupntheneveningnbynpicnicingninnthenriiomnionanStafn
Majirn&nhisnwioe,n&natn4na.om.nthensaidnMajirnsang,ntinthenacciompaniomentnionanomandilin,nanomistn
ardentnlivensingntinanladynwhinappearednatnanwindiwninnthenippisitenwingnionthenhitel.nAtnthen
cinclusiinnionthensingnthenoairnapparitinnbiwednusnhernthanksn–n&nthennshirtlynaferwardsnwenalln
wentnifntiniurniwnnriiomsntinbed!nAndnthatnwasnthat,n&nthenfnishnionanrathernomadn&norivilius,nbutn
quitencheeryn&nInthinknharomlessneveningnion“NewnYear’s”noestvity.

BibbynHartoman’s1nbirthdayndancenwentnifnquitensuccessoully.nInsteadnhiwevernionbeingnansomalln
privatendancenasnfrstnarranged,nitndevelipednomirenionlessnintinann11thnHussarnregiomentalnball,n&nIn
didnnitnenjiynitnsinomuchnasnInexpectedn–nitnwasntiinoiromal.nHartomannhasnniwnlefnEgyptn&nisninnhisn

1 MajirnRibertnAlexandern ListernHartomann(1896k1969).nHisnentertainingnomeomiirsn(The Remaindee Biscuit: An 
Autobio eaphy,n Lindin:nAndrénDeutsch,n1964)ndescribenhisntomeninnEgyptn(chaptern8),nwherenhencintractednomalarian
andnspentnomistnionhisntomencinvalescingninnShepheard’snHitel,nbutnomakenninomentinnionHarild.
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waynhiome!nThisnhasnhappenednrathernunexpectedly,nthi’nhenhasnbeenntryingntingetntinEnglandnoirn
siomentome.nItnhasnniwnbeenndecidednthatnhisnhealthnwiuldnnitnstandnanithernhitnweathernseasinn
iutnhere,n&nhenhasnbeenngivennanpistnatnthenCavalrynSchiilninnEnglandn–njustnwhatnhenwanted.nInaomn
verynsirrynhenhasnlef,nasnwenhadnbeciomenverynoriendly.nBeoirenleavingnhengavenomenanomistn
handsiomenleathernbiundnviluomenionShakespearen–nanreallyndelightulnviluomen–nasnanpartngn
present.nHenisnangreatnlivernionliterature,n&nwenusedntindiscussnthensubjectnangiidndeal.nHenwritesn
quitengiidnversenhiomselon–ninnanlightnwitynveinn–n&nhenisnalsinsiomethingnionannartstninnpennandninkn
sketching.n

OonlatenInhavenbeennlivingnanquieternlioenthannInhadndinensincenciomingntinEgyptn–nIndin’tnthinknInhaven
dinedninnCairinomirenthanntwiceninnthenlastnoirtnight!nInusuallynfndnitntiinhardnwirkndiningniutnirn
dancingnseveralntomesneachnweekn–n&nit’snoarntiinexpensive.nItnisnsinaptntinbenancaseniondiingn
everythingnirnnithingninnanplacenlikenthisnhiwevern–neithernoullninnthensicialnriund,nirniutnionitn
entrely.nInhavenplentyntiniccupynomeninncaomp,n&nInomustnalsinrecuperatenomynpursenanbit,naccirdingntin
Cix’s2nlastnanniunceoment!nSinInshallnindulgeninlyninninexpensivenaomuseoments.nAsnanomaternionoactnIn
aomnnitninnanynrealnscarcitynioncashn–nCixnInthinknhavenbeennpayingniutntinomuchnomineyntinthen
Walomernbank.nInhavenniwnwritenntintheomngivingnoullninstructins.

InvisitednNasariehnHispitalnthenithernday.nGeirgenPaulnisntherenniw,n&nhasnbeennrathernillnwithn
jaundice.nBirthwickn–n LirdnAllenby’snA.D.C.n–nisnalsinthere,nbutnwasntiinseriiuslynillntinbenvisitedn–n&n
Indin’tnkniwnhiomnverynwell.nGeirgenisnwellninnthenomend,n&nseeomednveryncheerynbutnrathernweakn–n
henwillnhaventinlivenwithnrathernlessnrashnceleritynoirnanbitnwhennhenciomesniut,npiirnlad!nHenfndsnthen
hispitalnangreatntrial,n&nIncannsyompathise!

Inhipenomyncardnanniuncingnthensaoenarrivalnionomynsuitnhasnreachednyiu.nItnisninnexcellentncinditin.n
Piirnweenomuomomie,nhavingntinomakenanspecialnjiurneyntinT[unbridge]nW[ells]ntinoetchnit,n&nthenntin
bensindisciurteiuslyntreated!nTherenarenciomicnpeipleninnthisnwirldneverywherenitnseeoms!nInwindern
hiwnDad’snspeechnomakingnwentnif.nInaomnliikingnoirwardntinhearing.nHiwnbravenionhiomntin
undertakenthis!nTinomakenanynsirtnionspeechnterrifesnomenbeyindntellingn–nbutnthenndadnkniwsnhen
cannomakenspeeches,n&nIncan’t!!

NiwndearestnInthinknInwillnclise!nPleasenpardinnomynsendingnpistncardsninlynlastnomailn–nInreallynwasn
rathernrushed!nSiinnInhipentinhavenomirensparentomenespeciallynasnInintendntinaviidnthenluresnion
Cairinoirnanwhilen–nnitnthatnitnluresnomenverynomuchnreally!nYiunkniwnyiurselonthentypenionpeipleninn
thisnkindnionifcialnandnseomikifcialnsicietyn&nomanyniontheomnarenratherntryingn–nthenomirenInhaventin
dinwithntheom,nthenomirentrulynpriudnInbeciomentinpissessnanomithernwhinoiundnitnanratherndifcultn
taskntintileratentheom,n&nanniompissiblentaskntindeomeannherselonbyngivingnwayntintheirnabsurdnselfshn
snibbishness!nOnenlivesnandnlearnsnindeed!

Dearestnliventinyiu.nWhatnagesnitnseeomsnsincenInoeltnyiurndearnMitherkKindlinessnabiutnome,n&nsawn
yiurndearnMitherkselonreallynnearnomen&nwithinnreach!nHiwever,nhappyn&ncisynomeetngsnarenstllninn
thenouturenoirnus.

2 PresuomablynCixn&nCi.,nthenAromynAgentsnandnBankersn(Cix’sn&nKing’snoriomn1922,nandntakennivernbyn LliydsnBankninn
1923)
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 Liventinall.nHavensentncardsnionthanks,n&nwillnwritentinallnsiin.nInhavenhadnanleternoriomnAnnenSlackn
addressedn“via”nthen“Breombles”naskingnomentinstaynwithntheomnoirnanweeknoirnsiomendances!!nNitn
easynInoear!nInomustnwritensiinn&nexplainnomynwhereabiuts.

Aunreviir,nomynMither

Harild

Willnyiunpleasenhavenomirenionthensaomenhairnlitinnsentninntinome.

AlsinInshiuldnlikenanduplicatenionthentypedncipiesnionomyndiarynandnleters3nsiomendaynionpissible.

Didnyiungetnomynchequen–noirn£7nInthinkn–nallnright?

3 ThesenarenpresuomablynhisndiariesnandnletersnoriomnhisnWirldnWarnInservice.nTheynarenomentinednelsewhereninnhisn
writngs,nbutnInhavenbeennunablentintracenanynextantncipies.
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