
We too k of f  fro ® HJ2»I0PGI»I S i n a  Gordo n

aircraf t  a t  6*cloc k o n Monday ,  l&t h Marc h 1937 ,  th e

mornin g bein g rathe r  col d bu t  pleasant *  B y S  0'eloc k

we ha d reache d UOC0R wher e we lande d an d ha d breakfast ,

firs t  carryin g oa t  a  littl e detou r  roun d th e ruin s o f

whic h we caugh t  a n interestin g aeria l  view .  I t  wa s

alread y markedl y warme r  en d we discarde d a  goo d dea l

of  ou r  extr a flyin g ki t  befor e proceedin g onwards *

I n flyin g dow n th e Kil e on e sa w ver y visibl e

proo f  o f  th e statemen t  tha t  th e Mil e i s Egyp t  ~  Jus t

a comparativel y narro w lin e o f  fertilit y  witt a vas t

desert s o n eithe r  side .  th e vie w fro m th e ai r  o f

Da» i s ver y striking ,  en d abov e th e Ba m th e rive r

broaden s ou t  ver y much ,  flowin g i n &  broa d valle y amongs t

lo w rock y hills .  PHH*! !  was clearl y visibl e i n it s

lake-y$t8iB » settin g an d th e rive r  hereabout s overflow s

Int o many o f  th e neighbourin g valley s i n lon g fior d lik s

channels .  Cultivation ,  however ,  seem s definitel y t o

gro w les s abov e th e Da®,

For  lunc h w e Bande d a t  WADI  HAI«F A an d ha d a

pleasan t  half-hour f s interlud e a t  th e excellen t  hote l

ther e b y th e river .  fhe n o n agai n t o AtBAR A wher e we

lande d abou t  §  0*clock ,  stayin g th e night .  Atbar a

seems distinctl y unlik e a n Egyptia n tow n -  darke r  skinne d

and mor e friendl y peopl e an d differen t  styl e o f

a rchitectur e i n th e loca l  building s whic h see m t o

specialis e i n dee p colonnade d verandahs ,  pleasan t  t o

si t  o n i n th e evenings .



^

Temperatur e b y no w definitel y exceedingl y

hot  a s compare d wit h CAIR O whic h we ha d lef t  i n th e ^

mornin g an d whic h no w la y abou t  10QO aile s distan t  fron t  us .

th e nex t  day f s fligh t  t o PORT wa s

accomplishe d pleasantly ,  bu t  no t  quit e withou t  incident .

About  half-wa y t o PORT SUDAI ,  on e crosse s a  rang © o f

bar e rock y »ountain s risin g t o a  jsaxlsiui i  heigh t  o f  abou t

10,00 0 feet *  Mie n we reache d thes e mountains ,  th e da y

was stil l  exceedingl y clea r  an d cloudles s s o tha t  i t  di d

not  see m necessar y t o cli» b t o th e naxima i  heigh t  necessar y

fo r  crossin g abov e th e peak s an d we followe d instea d th e

lin e o f  a  broa d valley ,  flyin g abou t  300 0 fee t  abov e it .

Ver y suddenly ,  however ,  a  »as s o f  cloud s descende d upo n

us*  Candidly ,  i t  caugh t  u s rathe r  unaware s an d we wer e

unabl e the n t o clim b owin g t o th e probabilit y  o f  strikin g

some unsee n pea k s o we ha d t o continu e followin g th e

valley ,  althoug h th e countr y wa s ne w t o u s bot h an d we

di d no t  kno w exactl y wha t  la y ahead *  th e cloud s drov e

us dow n eventuall y t o withi n a  coupl e o f  10 0 fee t  abov e

th e be d o f  th e valle y an d w e wer e flyin g i n a  sor t  o f

tunne l  wit h roc k eac h sid e an d dens e cloud s above .  How* *

ever ,  jus t  » £ we wer e feelin g a  littl e uncomfortable ,  th e

valle y opene d ou t  an d we foun d ourselve s i n sigh t  o f  th e

coast .

On landin g shortl y afte r  a t  SHDA8,  we ha d

pointe d ou t  t o u s a  buria l  groun d i n whic h wer e th e grave s

of  th e las t  flyer s wh o los t  thei r  wa y i n thes e clouds ,

but  wer e les s fortunate l  Her e a t  a y pilo t

and mysel f  reporte d ou r  arriva l  t o th e Commissione r  an d

lunche d pleasantl y a t  th e hote l  afte r  whic h the  aeroplan e
I
1 '  proceede d o n t o KHABfCKJM,  leavin g a e t o complet e my

journe y b y sea ,  an d sorr y t o los e th e companionshi p o f  my

'  goo d pilo t  an d ou r  airma n mechanic *



M*  *\« ^

POET SUBAH I  foun d rathe r  differen t  fro ® my

expectatio n fo r  I  ha d though t  o f  i t  a s a n extremel y bl©« k

and barre n outstation .  I t  does ,  i n fact ,  li e i n a  rather -

unpromisin g setting ,  bein g a  flat ,  sand y stri p o f  lan d

alon g th e se a wit h a  backgroun d o f  rock y inhospltable-lookla g

hills .  fh e tow n itself ,  however ,  whic h di d no t  exis t  a t

al l  so® © 4 0 year s ago ,  ha s bee n marvellousl y planne d an d th e

Englis h coffisiunity ,  whic h I  believ e number s som e £00 ,  liv e

i n attractiv e house s almos t  al l  surrounde d b y well-kep t

gardens *

fh e Governmen t  Office s ar e handsomel y house d an d

th e le d Se a Hote l  nearb y i s als o wel l  buil t  an d co» f  o r  tabl e

t o sta y in .

I n th e centr e o f  th e littl e town ,  ther e i s a  larg e

publi c garde n wit h grass ,  tree s an d a  particularl y charmin g

corner ,  brigh t  wit h flower s an d coole d b y fountains *  !fhi$ f

I  believe ,  i s mainl y du e t o th e enthusias m an d skil l  a s a

gardene r  o f  Springfield ,  th e presen t  Coomlssloner ,  enthusiasti -

call y supporte d b y hi s wife .  fhei r  ow n garden ,  i n whic h I

was take n t o explor e afte r  receivin g hospitalit y a t  thei r

house ,  wa s als o surprisingl y gree n an d ga y wit h flowers .  I

understand ,  however ,  tha t  till s excellen t  resul t  ha s onl y bee n

obtaine d afte r  muc h wor k an d many experiment s an d onl y sur -

vive s th e terrifi c  hea t  o f  th e loca l  summer  b y th e mos t

carefu l  an d tireles s supervision *

On enquiring ,  I  foun d tha t  I  shoul d hav e t o wai t  3

days i n POET SUDAN,  a s ro y shi p ha d postpone d it s sailing ,

^  days ,  however ,  passe d mos t  pleasantl y a s I  foun d th e loca l

communit y exceedingl y hospitabl e t o me,  strange r  thoug h I  was ,

/an d



I  visite d ulcerou s house s fo r  o r  pleasan t  evenin g

refreshaen t  t o -reviv e a t  sundovn *  1  als o hire d a

i n whic h I  explore d th e tow n an d ** £ vicinit y  uaade r  th e

guidanc e o f  th e amiabl e young -  Sudanes e driver .  i t

pleasan t  t o fin d th e nativ e populatio n ver y friendl y bu t

withou t  tiH *  subservient* .  ** $ tô Ĵ sffc ,  ***L*tt& s «*fi *

I  wen t  o n boar d th e s.s *  *TAlF t t  nigh t

tha n -necessary ,  a s I  foun d tha t  to e wa s a n ol< i  frien d

of  sin e wit h I  ha d saile d befor e o n e  visi t  t o CXPFJUS*

He th e nate s o f  th e shi p welcove d me o n boar d

I  actuall y  foun d mysel f  include d i n &  friendl y  Idru t  highl y

convivia l  evening *  fh e mat e t o b e Marrie d a t  th e

of  th e nes t  voyag e an d takin g a  Jo b o n shore, -  an d

tha t  evenin g w&s t o b e hi s .fina l  batchelo r  flin g befor e

beeottln g a  famil y nan .  He certainl y hi s flin g

alrigh t  we visite d a  grea t  numbe r  o f  house s o f  loca l

residents ,  finishin g u p i n a  b&tcaelo r  househol d al l  o f

t o pla y kin d o f  cheerfu l  w*sie& l  Instrtt̂ en t  an d

t o b e skille d i n o f  a  Jovial ,  thoug h no t  entire -
%

l y  drawtagroon ,  quality *

th e shi p saile d earl y nex t  mornin g I  ms t

i t  wa s mos t  creditabl e to e wa y he r  officer s appeare d o n duty f

as sobe r  efficien t  a s Judges ,  eve n thoug h perhap s lookin g

a trifl e "  wan *

nigh t  wa s spen t  crossin g th e b y

6 a » cloc k th e followin g mornin g th e coas t  o f

i n sight .  l̂ ier e ar e »an y reef s aroun d th e entranc e t o

HABB0UB,  ver y dangerou s t o shipping ,  an d vessel s t o

ancho r  a t  considerabl e distanc e fro a shore .  Our

was clos e t o a  desolat e lookin g wreck ,  lodge d .a t  a



angl e o n on e o f  thes e reefs *  fill s  the *  regain s o f  a

Frenc h Pllgri ® shi p whic h ha d take s fir e a  yea r  o r  tw o ago *

I t  apparentl y a  tragi c occasion ,  a s £  o r  S,00 0

pilgrim s c m boar d o f  severa l  hundre d perishe d i n th e

fire ,  wer e drô aed ,  o r  mutilate d b y sharks *

As soo n a s w e droppe d anchor ,  a  flee t  o f  loca l

sailin g craf t  cam e speedin g ou t  t o us ,  lookin g ver y charmin g

wit h th e e&rl y sunligh t  o n an d th e whit e house s an d

ainaret s o f  JBDB& gleamin g behin d the® .  Hies e followe d

of  cours e overtake n -b y numerou s potorboat s tw o dappe r

speedboats .  I t  turne d ou t  th& t  i n on e o f  thes e speedboat s

th e loca l  officia l  wh o ha d bee n sen t  wi t  t o gree t  ̂ rscJLf *

1 wa s take n ashor e forthwit h an d assiste d fypt&bl& f  throug h

th e Custom s an d thenc e t o a  larg e buildin g whic h recentl y

been establishe d fo r  the'accommodatio n o f  well-to-d o pilgrla* ,

but  whic h als o t o b e use d a s a  kin d o f  guesthous e b y

th e King .

My host ,  H.I .  th *  Saoadl -

Arabia n Ministe r  i n LONDON,  wa s als o stayin g fi t  thi s tous® ,

thoug h a t  th e moment  o f  my arriva l  h e wa s i n attendanc e

on th e Kin g a t  th e Palace ,  outsid e th e will s  o f  th e town *

fhil e messenger s wer e ŝ n t  t o tel l  hi m o f  ro y arrival ,  I

settle d »ysel f  I n t o my ne w abode .  I t  a  curiou s build -

ing ,  modernisti c i n it s design ,  afte r  th e patter n

of  th e ne w Frenc h building s i n CAIRO*  I t  i s  th € onl y build -
t /

In g o f  it s sor t  i n JSDDA an d look s strengui y incongKOU s

amongst  th e ol d Ara b house s aroun d it ,  wit h thei r  carve d

balconie s an d Irregula r  construction .

fh e furnishin g o f  thi s hous e als o somewha t
(/

ineongicou s i n a n URsuecessfu l  attemp t  a t  Europea n style ,  muc h

of  the  furnitur e bein g carve d i n a  kin d o f  bogu s fudo r

patter n upholstere d i n ornat e tapestry *

Ver y soo n Hi s ©ceelletsey ,  my  host ,  arrived ,



welcome d me cordiall y  fror a the n o n al l  arrangement s

fo r  my  welfare ,  actin g a s  my  guid e pl&ein g cars ,  etc* ,  a t

my  disposa l  wheneve r  required .

I t  wa s explaine d t o me tha t  .tha t  afternoo n there-wa s

t o b e a  receptio n give n b y th e

Ministe r  o f  Finance ,  an d tha t  1  t o b e welcome d a t  thi s

reception ,  t o receiv e my firs t  presentatio n t o HI S

IB M

I  nex t  pai d my  visi t  o f  respec t  t o th e Britis h

Minister ,  SI R BTOLARD.  Sh e Britis h legatio n i s

house d i n a  rattie r  striking ,  Arab-typ e mansio n wit h handsom e

•carving *  o n th e balconie s windows ,  wit h a  handson t

wooden stmlrw& y risin g fro m a  larg e entranc e dlwnn # Si r

receive d me ver y kindly ,  'and ,  afte r  a  tal k wit h him ,

I  return ^  agai n t o my  ow n abod e end ,  afte r  a  aea l  there ,

serve d i n semi-Europea n style ,  I  soo n se t  ou t  wit h

i n hi s automobil e (al l  th e notable s i n see m

now t o ow n luxuriou s ears )  t o atten d reception .  We

passe d b y 0 f  strang e narro w street s t o a  larg e hous e i n

th e centr e o f  th e toon *

We entere d firs t  &  spaciou s hal l  wit h slave s

servant s i n fin e flowin g robe s an d al l  arme d wit h dagger s an d

swords ,  als o revolvers ,  line d alon g th e walls ,  th e actua l

receptio n roo » oblon g i n shap e no t  ver y large .  A t

one en d a  vas t  throne-lik e chair ,  heavil y gilded ,  a t

th e othe r  en d o f  th e rooa,•tw o smalle r  bu t  simila r  thrones .

On th e floo r  wer e ric h carpets ,  bu t  th e res t  o f  th< ? furnitur e

ver y quaint ,  a  sor t  0 f  first-cousi n t®  earl y Victoria n

settee s an d chairs ,  range d priml y alon g th e walls .  Graduall y

th e compan y assemble d -  th e Britis h Ministe r  an d hi s Staff ,

al l  th e King' s hig h Ministerŝ 4& #fc6** H statel y i n thei r

flowin g robes ,  a n Englis h an d hi s wif e th e guest s o f  th e

Britis h Minister ,  th e f«»ou s Mr *  PHH31T,  an d a y humbl e self *



Suddenly ,  ther e wa s a  sti r  an d a  clangin g o f

and accoutrement s &n d ther e entere d BI B MAjESfl ,  KXXG

*  s n impressiv e an d nobl e lookin g figure .  E?eryon »

stoo d i n silenc e a s h e walke d ver y slowl y u p th e roo *  an d

seate d himsel f  o n hi s throne *  A s soo n a s h e ha d entered ,

two enormou s blac k slaves ,  wit h drai m swords ,  statione d them -

selve s a t  th e dooraay .  Hear t  ther e i n th e King* s secon d

son,  th e FAISAL ,  Vicero y o f  th e an d hi s youthfu l

brother ,  th e firs t  a  handsom e youn g aa n a s tal l  a s hi s fathe r

and th e secon d a  shylookin g yout h o f  abou t  I f  years .  Hies e

two Prince s seate d themselve s o n th e othe r  tw o thrones ,

My hos t  the n cam e u p t o me le d me forwar d t o

b© presente d t o th « King ,  He receive d ro e ver y cordially ,  bu t

of  cours e ther e n o opportunit y fo r  an y sor t  o f  conversation -

on thi s occasion *

*S3rt @ solitar y lad y present ,  discreetl y robe d fo r  th e -

occasio n i n a  blac k dress ,  lon g sleeve s a  hig h collar ,  wa s

soon pu t  a t  he r  eas e b y th e Kin g wh o treate d 'he r  ver y gracious -

l y and .  ha d he r  place d a t  hi s right-han d side .  I  noticed ,

however ,  tha t  to e King' s blac k sieve s glare d wit h th e utmos t

indignatio n a t  thi s bold ,  unveile d fe8*l e i n suc h clos e

proximit y t o thei r  King *

After ,  ceremonia l  coffe e ha d bee n served ,  th e Eln g

ros © an d we al l  followe d hi ® int o anothe r  appaftaen t  i n whic h

& lon g table .  Hi © Kin g seate d himsel f  a t  end ,  th e

two prince s a t  th e othe r  an a th e genera l  compan y dow n th e two -

sides *  I  foun d mysel f  place d nesc t  bu t  t o th e King *

the n followe d a  quee r  affair ,  somethin g betwee n a  schoolroo n

teapart y an d a n occasio n o f  Boya l  State ,  t u dran k te a an d

at e sugare d biscuits ,  talking ,  amiabl y th e while ,

The l&glls h lad y an d he r  husban d ha d jus t  accomplis h

ed,  wit h th e King* s permission ,  a  Journe y acros s par t  o f  th e



Besert ,  an d the y spok e enthusiasticall y  o f  th e »erit s

of  cia@ l  ftlUi ,  wit h \»hie h the y ha d refreshe d themselve s 0 n th e

Journey ,  an d spok e als o o f  Its '  sof t  and .  soothin g qualities *

th e Kin g wa s delighte d a t  thi s an d promptl y

nho i s hi s Ministe r  i n L0NDQH,  *hethe r  h e coul d no t

arrang e t o kee p a  susl l  her d o f  ceaael s i n Bato n Plac e a s h e

though t  perhap s th e alll c migh t  hav e a  toothin g effee t  c m

Britis h politician s ari d liste n al l  th e mor e kindl y

't o anythin g SHAIK H HAFI Z sligh t  wis h t o consider *

th e te a over ,  th e Kin g rose ,  th e to y ml  Part y left *

th e compan y graduall y  dispersed* ,  Befor e h e left *  I

,  however ,  t o hav e a  brie f  tal k wit h H.tUH ,  th e AMI B

FAX SAX*  *  d e las t  tim e I  ha d met  hi a wa s a t

receptio n a t  th e Hyd @ Par k Hote l  i n LOifDOB .  FAISA L

at  one® .  a t  th © grea t  differ̂ ic e i n th e presen t  setting *  He

seems a  pleasan t  youn g nan ,  resemblin g hi s fathe r  i n heigh t

and build ,  thoug h actuall y wit h much  bette r  features *  H ®

cause d quit e a  flutte r  amongs t  feminin e heart s i n LOHDGK,  I

believe ,  b y hi s goo d look s an d graciou s

On a  late r  occasio n f  PB1!*B T informe d ic e tha t  h e

givin g a  dinne r  part y a t  whic h th e Britis h Ministe r  an d othe r

personalitie s o f  t& @ tow n mul d b e present ,  an d kimdl y

me t o ad d aysel f  t o th e party *  PHII3X ,  o f  course ,  a t  th e

receptio n dresse d i n Ara b robe s and ,  i n fact ,  eon f  crave d

more exactl y  t o Ara b custom s tha n th e Arefe s tJie m selve s vh o

present *

lo t  lon g afte r  acceptin g tlii s invitation ,  SHAIK H

HAFIZ informe d me tha t  th e lin g ha d sen t  wrc l  tha t  h e

wishe d t o gran t  me a  persona l  audienc e tha t  ©irenin g a t

th e Palace .  .  l e explaine d matter s t o PHII3 Y an d i t  wa s

agree d tha t  HAFI Z an d mysel f  shoul d leav e hal f  '

throug h th e dixmer *

/A t



At  8  o f el0e k we assemble d i n PHX£BY*s house ,  0 r

rathe r  Palace ,  fo r  i t  actuall y  a t  on e tim e th e residenc e

at  th e King .  th e fl*glis h we n presen t  wor e dinne r  jackets ,

even .  includin g PHILBY, ,  an d th e Ara b guest s thei r  usua l  statel y

robes .

fh e hous e i s furnishe d i n Europea n styl e bu t  is ,

nevertheless ,  a  completel y Ura b building ,  i n it s

but  lik e many Ara b buildings ,  insecur e foundation s le d t« *

alarmin g crack s surprisin g irregularitie s i n th e angl e o f

pillar s etc, ,  so»e ,  i n fact ,  bein g proppe d u p b y extr a

supports ,

I  dul y proceede d t o th e King' s Palace* '  I t  lie s

eeyupl e o f  aile s outsid e th e wall s o f  th e i s a

larg e whit e buildin g o f  ramblin g construction ,  wit h court *

yards *  I  wa s le d throug h variou s room s u p t o a  hand§o»@l y

carpete d roo f  wher e I  foun d Hi s t o Jett y reclinin g upo n a  broa d

divan ,  a  fe w o f  hi s stridin g blac k bodyguar d standing '  behin d

him,  an d a t  a  littl e distanc e fro a hi ® seate d upo n

wer e Jus t  a  fe w o f  th e official s 0 f  hi s household *

Kin g greete d me warml y quit e withou t

ceremon y -  th e meetin g was ,  i n fact ,  exactl y i n th e manne r

of  a  meetin g wit h an y Importan t  triba l  chieftain ,  I  wa s

place d besid e th e Kin g c m th e divan ;  cerencnila l  coffe e wa ®

the n serve d b y othe r  slave s an d the n ther e followe d abou t

an hou r  o f  pos t  interestin g conversatio n wit h fii s  Majesty *

Amongst  othe r  things ,  we discusse d th © ol d whe n I  firs t

i n touc h wit h som e 0 f  hi s Distric t  Governor s tribe** *

men.  thi s wa s a t  th e ti» e whe n FAISA L A L DAWISH,  th e famou s

fanatica l  Wahabi  leader ,  wa s i n revol t  agains t  KIH G ABDUL

and wa s raidin g an d massacrin g th © triba l  people '  o f

fh e Kin g als o discusse d th e Europea n situatio n

othe r  point s 0 f  a  political '  an d genera l  sort ,  includin g hi s



-la -

endeavour s  t o ittprov e condition s fo r  Mosle v

peopl e makin g th e Pilgriuag e t a MECCA.

fk e Kin g i s trul y a  strikin g personality ,  bot h

i n characte r  an d i n persona l  appearance .  fh e whol e

occ&̂ lo n WES in<i«e G a  mos t  »e®ora.bl e on e -  th e moonli t

evening ,  th e broa d carpete d roo f  wit h it s  -whit e parapets f

tli e figur e o f  th e Kin g o n hi s throne-lik e diva n wit h t&l l

blac k slave s behin d him  and ,  th e Officials.o f  Stat e o f  the '

King *  s  househol d seate d silentl y a t  a  littl e distanc e whil e

th e Kin g discusse d wit h knowledg e an d understandin g th e

complicate d affair s o f  a  ftorop e whic h h e had .  »0v© r  seen *

Arrivin g i n th e Hedjaz ,  on e definitel y t o

ste p bac k severa l  hundre d years .  th e authorit y  o f  th e
0.6- $ o  'c 4̂

Kin g i s  *&&  jMKarWi c but ,  nevertheless ,  o f  hi s sub -

ordinat e chieftain s ar e sls o ver y powerfu l  i n thei r

districts ,  s o tha t  th e Ein g t o rul e fe y  &  ©ĉ îamtic m

of  t&e t  forc e Jus t  a s -th e Englis h Kiag s t o contro l

th e grea t  baron s I n th e Midal e Ages ,  i n th e presenc e

of  Europeans ,  Kin g ^BDUL AZIZ  now-a.-<iay s follow s wha t  h e

consider s th e prope r  formalitie s fo r  Roya l  personage s btt t

wit h hi s peopl e h e maintain s th e traditions !  attitud e o f

any grea t  Ara b Shaikh ,  and .  hi s subordinat e Chieftains *  an d

i n fac t  eve n hi s ordinar y triba l  subjects ,  col t  al l  th e

trimming s o f  laropem n Cour t  cust« e and ,  althoug h holdin g

th e Kin g i n hig h estee m and .  persona l  awe ,  they ,  nevertheless ,

addres s hi » b y n o roya l  titl e bu t  nerel y a s iBDUi *  AZI£ f  an d .

spes- k t o hi m withou t  an y excessiv e subservienc e j.u d ye t  th e

King ,  i n fact ,  ha s th e righ t  o f  lif e an d deat h ove r  el l  hi s

people .

Great  r̂& b leader s maintai n thei r  authorit y

largel y throug h thei r  ou n personalit y  an y chieftai n

lack s efficienc y i n triba l  matter s wil l  fin d himsel f  .soo n -

replace d b y othe r  an d «or e effectiv e o f  hi s

/famil y



fatally ,  anf l  thi s applies ,  o f  course ,  t o XJB H u s muc h

as t o an y othe r  shaikh ,  an d h a hi s positio n b y

virtu e o f  hi s persona ^  strengt h o f  characte r  whic h firs t

prove d itsel f  i n supplantin g an d subordinatin g th e 10 & RASHI D

famil y wh o wer e hi s predecessor s a. s ruler s o f  NEJD,  late r

by hi s conques t  o f  th e /ef«M*<He*(fy '  yet "
0,C<,0hMa/<'$A«<£ <

;  A l  thoug h IB M SAOUD ha s show n a  ver y

attitud e especiall y  i n matter s concernin g armament *  t o

strengthe n hi s forces ,  siic i  facilitie s fo r  wor e rapi d trave l

over  hi s v&s t  empire ,  an d thu s ha s introduce d suc h moder n

device s a s wireless ,  soder n armament ,  aeroplanes ,  ears ,  etc. ,

even a t  th e ris k a t  firs t  o f  shockin g alienatin g hi s -

fanatica l  followers ,  yet ,  nevertheless ,  th e Kin g &

stric t  Wah&bl  leade r  i n al l  point s concernin g religiou s

observance .  Thi s ha s bee n prove d agai n eve n sinc e I  lef t

th e HBDJAE &  fe w week s ago *  A t  a  recen t  banquet ,  Ki t

Majest y confirmed ,  i n th e presenc e o f  hi s triba l  chief s

as wel l  a s foreig n diplomats ,  hi s absolut e disapprova l  o f

attemp t  t o introduc e moder n eustoa s o f  dail y lif e int o hi s

country *  Especiall y  h e expresse d disapprova l  o f  dancing *

wi n t-d r  inkin g an d an y attemp t  a t  th e emancipatio n o f  women.

H© eve n wen t  J o fa r  a s t o sa y tha t  h e woul d wit h hi s

swor d execut e perso n hi s subject s h ©

t o b e favourin g o r  attemptin g t o introduc e suc h shamefu l

ptt ;  U/JU* ,  fw f  ideas *  Wit h regar d t o folk ,  Hi s Majest y furthe r

state d that/l f  h e evs r  sa w o f  hi s wive s talking ,  t o

van h e woul d himsel f  execut e the m bot h iwî diiitely ,  i f

v |woo« J ^ e mac we:S B hi s ow n brother *  fbl s bein g a  sampl e o f  th e

s drasti c religiou s outlook ,  I  wa s indee d surprise d

c K  P f  j  4 *  f t  * °  ̂ ear n ̂ at  &  smal l  buildin g outsid e th © wall s o f  th e tor n

£>eu' J ,  (v* f  <?ou$m » (originall y  probabl y a  Kĥ i  fo r  travellers )  i s aeriall y  i n

TO vî h ^  us e a s a  Christia n church .  Hil s ccmeessic m ha d apparentl y

wi



grante d t o a  previou s  Britis h minister .  I  4 0 no t

Jmow whethe r  thi s  i s  aor ^  a  tribut e t o th e goo d wil l  o f

KING ABDUL AZI Z o r  t o th e prestig e an d personalit y  o f  th e

ministe r  wh o obtaine d thi s  mos t  surprisin g concession *  •

Iti JBDDA itsel f  th e Kin g ha s giv̂ n sanctio n t o

foreig n diplomat s  thei r  household s  t o pla y  ausl c t o

danc e o r  drin k aicoha l  strictl y i n th e privac y  o f  thei r

house s bu t  outside ,  th e fe w European s ther e ar © i n JEDDA,

expecte d t o confor m absolutel y t o tradition s  an d

not  eve n cigarette s  i n an y publi c  place .

The littl e to« n o f  JEDDA,  a s fro m th e sea ,

look s whit e an d clea n an d o f  orderl y 'construction *  Upo n

goin g ashore ,  however ,  on e discover s i t  • » a s i s usuall y

th e cas e wit h Orienta l  town s  *  t o b e jus t  a  ju»bl e o f

picturesqu e houses .  i n JIDD A especially ,  th e

building s unusuall y high ,  i » case s  eve n o f  5

storeys ,  the y t o b e leanin g precariousl y  agains t  cm ©

anothe r  fo r  support .  Th e street s ar e narro w sai d overhun g

by intricatel y  carve d balconie s Juttin g windows *  Lac k

of  sanitation ,  unles s on e ha s a  ver y ba d cold ,  itsel f

onl y to o obvious ,  flie s  congregat e everywher e i n

unbelievabl e messes *  Th e quarte r  o f  th e tow n fo r  th e sal e

of  merchandis e i s fairl y  well-stocke d bu t  disappointin g t o

anyon e i n searc h o f  object s o f  loca l  manufacture *  Al l

good s .t o b e importe d fro m abroa d th e bazaa r  i s

singularl y  uninterestin g fro ® th a poin t  o f  vie w o f  loca l

colour *  One wonder s wha t  exchang e o f  trad e th e peopl e

suppor t  thems elve s  by ,  bu t  1  believ e th e fac t  i s  the y  liv e

almos t  entirel y o n th e proceed s o f  th e annua l  Pilgrimag e t o

MECCA,  an d tha t  bot h individual s an d th e Governmen t

largel y supporte d b y th e unfortunat e pilgrim s who ,  -  i » spit ®

of  thei r  devou t  objective ,  t o b e plundere d withou t

scruple *  leverthaless ,  the y ar e no w a t  leas t  protecte d



fro ® actua l  attac k whil e Journeyin g o n th e route s t o

hol y cities ,  an d i t  i s  a  grea t  tribut e t o KII G AZI Z

IBB SAOUD tha t  h e ha s achieve d complet e securit y o f  lif e an d

propert y i n th e pilgri m route s o f  th e HEDJAZ*

th e buildin g i n JEDDA no w use d a s th e Office s o f

th e Britis h Legatio n wa s onc e tha t  occupie d b y LA1BENC1,

and i n th e smal l  garde n ther e i s a  sheltere d corne r  i n whic h

he use d t o si t  t o writ e hi s reports .  Mearby ,  ther e i s als o

th e woode n bandstan d i n which ,  & s h e describe s i n n fh ©
by

Seven Pillar s o f  Wisdom "  th e furkis h ban d captured/Sheri f

HUSSEIN wa s force d t o pla y fo r  th e ente r  talunen t  o f  th e

loca l  people *

I  wa s aysel f  'a t  HABEGH a t  tha t  tim e a s secon d

i n command o f  th e li r  Forc e Detachmen t  operatin g wit h th e

Forc e base d o n Tillage .  th e ALX ,  son-o f
HUSSEIN

SHERIF/  (late r  KII G H0SSEIK )  wa s ou r

were interestin g twtetf  an d I  ofte n fin d i t  pleasan t

readin g agai n th e diar y whic h I  happene d t o kee p a t  tha t

time .

One canno t  i n describin g JEDDA omi t  t o mentio n

th e tom b o f  ou r  ancestres s EVE,  evidentl y a  ver y larg e

lad y fo r  he r  tom b look s abou t  1 6 t o 2Q  fee t  long !  i t  use d

t o b e covere d b y a n elaborat e dome ,  bu t  whe n ABDUL AZIZ

conquere d KIN G ALI ,  h e destroye d thi s a s h e an d hi s purita n

Wahabi  troop s disapprove d o f  al l  elaboration's "  an d decoration *

i n connectio n wit h religiou s buildings .  Clos e t o th e

tomb o f  E?i ,  i s  th e ne w aeroplan e hanga r  recentl y presente d

t o KIN G ABDUL AZI Z b y th e Italians ,  an d i t  i s &&*»« « most 1

strang e t o se e aircraf t  i n clos e proximit y t o a  traditiona l

Memoria l  o f  th e ver y origi n o f  al l  humanity *
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•Ih e law s o f  th e countr y o f  th e medieva l

sort .  '  Lisb s ar e cu t  of f  a s punisteea t  fo r  thef t  an d simila r

sever e penaltie s eads t  fo r  ever y sor t  o f  transgression *

Slaver y renaia s a n accepte d eusto a al l  well-to—d o person s

slaves ,  flier © i s stil l  a  slav e »ark© t  i n MECCA wher e

human beings ,  bot h light-skinne d dark~skinned ,  ca n b e pur -

chase d £i«a » a t  wel l  establishe d rate s o f  charge .

•Slave s a s a  whol e are ,  however ,  quit e wê i  treate d

attai n position s o f  considerabl e authority *  A  waste r  i s

quit © a t  libert̂ e%££t&Si> s%o illus e o r  execut e hi s huma n

chattel s i f  h e think s Tit .  (tanecessar y cruelt y t o a  slav e is ,

however ,  disapprove d o f  is -  looke d upo n & s a  thin g "no t

done* 1 jus t  a s th e Btoglis h disapprove s o f  th e il l  usag e o f

horses .

Hi s Exce l  j .  e n ey ,  my  host ,  a .  afte r  my  arrival ,

receive d instruction s t o procee d t o KIM H t o carr y ou t  certai n

officia l  dutie s i n accompanyin g th e Crow n PBIMC1 upo n

an officia l  visi t  t o BAGHDAD,  I  thereupo n becai& e &  gues t  0 f

YOUBSIF PASSIM,  «n © o f  th e King' s persona l  secretarie s

and,  a t  th& t  time ,  actin g als o u s Ministe r  o f  Foreig n Affair s

i n th e absenc e o f  BEY I  di d no t  fee l  i t  suitabl e

t o remai n to o lon g i n JEDL A withou t  my  origina l  hos t  an d 1

therefor e arrange d t o embar k o n th e steamshi p Zhl:  V.AM *  Befor e

leaving. ,  however ,  I  ha d <ma mor e interestin g experienc e a

loca l  notabl e offere d t o tak e me i n hi s ca r  alon g th e ro& d "t o

MECCA.  We proceede d abou t  £ 0 mile s ou t  o f  th e § 0 whic h i s
a a

th e distanc e t o MECCA alon g /fairly/wel l  constructe d road .

" Th e countr y wa s barre n excep t  fo r  cane l  thor n an d i n

place s lo w scrubb y bushe s whos e name I  d o .no t  know ,

The whole s distanc e t o MECCA i s s&-. d t o b e mor e o r  les s leve l

and certainl y a s fa r  a s ' I  wen t  thi s th e case,. ,  thoug h th e

roa d woun d .it s  Way..-; -  throug h lo w bar-e n f00thills .  Havin g

/reache d
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re&che d a  littl e waysid e rest-house ,  .- re alighte d afte r

drinkin g coffe e turne d agai n t o JIDDA *

afternoo n befor e my departure ,  I  ha d a  fina l

luncheo n wit h th e Britis h Ministe r  ivh o wa s a s kindl y

as eve r  an d told .  me many interestin g things ,  includin g hi s

experience s durin g par t  o f  th e lon g sieg e o f  3EBt & whe n

was invadin g th e

One las t  pictur e o f  HI S IB M

of  an d fh e BBDJA2,  a s 1  sa w hi ® las t  .th e da y be -*  /
for © I  left s Mysel f  o n a  juttin g balcony ,  facin g th e

gat e -  a  grea t  doubl e gat e dar k ant !  shadow y afoai/s t  th e lon g

exten t  o f  th e whit e cit y  walls *  -Th e guar d o f  .  troo p a  a t  th e

gat e -i s evidentl y o n th e alert ,  en d thei r  office r  keep s look -

•in g s  littl e isastio u sl y alon g th e inne r  road *  Thes e troop s

ar e par t  o f  th e King' s "oo d e m *  arra y *  bu t  soaeho w the y loa k

ill-at-eas « Ij a thei r  unfamilia r  «aaifor» *  Ŝ a n ther e i s a

sti r  an d passers-b y withdra w hastil y  tc *  th © r®a d side .

Movin g slowl y ther e come s int o vie w a  curiou s proeession > • &

strikin g mixtur e 0 f  "tti e ancien t  an d th e ver y new .  Firs t

comes a n ope n Far d vanette ,  i n i t  fou r  triba l  soldier s i n

deser t  robe s an d wearin g handsoa e dagger s  f  bu t  a t  th e »osen t

i n charg e o f  a  machin e gun ,  pointin g backwards ,  s o a s t o pro -

tec t  to e flank s o f  th e oncomin g procession ,  obviousl y

read y fo r  instan t  use *  .  the n come s a  luaouHUitt i  limousine ,

«it h tribesme n standin g o n the '  footboar d & t  tai h side .

I n i t  on e ca n a t  onc e recognis e th e broa d imposin g figur e

of  th e KIHG ,  wearin g hi s usua l  re d headress. ;  ther e

follo w thre e mor e ope n yanette s eac h containin g abou t  a  d©&©n

full y  arme d negr o slaves ,  an d ye t  anothe r  vanett e wit h arme d

Ara b retainers .  Hex t  ar e tw o larg e close d car s containin g

severa l  o f  th e KXBO*s cour t  officials ,  an d afte r  thi s a



singl e limousine ,  it s  close d nrlndow s heavil y curtained .

thi s aus t  doubtles s contai n o f  th e IIIG fs ladle s o f  th e

Court *  fhart/ilii s Majesty' s religio n allow s onl y fou r  wives .

at  on e time *  ye t  i t  i s  alway s permissibl e rapidl y t o

divorc e a  wife ,  withou t  I t  bein g considere d i n sa y wa y A  dis -

grac e to .  th e divorce d lady .  fh e KIK 0 i n thi s  wmy ha s

marrie d a  grea t  times ,  an d i s IntiaateX y relate d t o -mos t

of  th e nobl e faailie s o f  hi s &»plre *

Las t  i n th e processio n cose s anothe r  venatte ,  con -

tainin g anothe r  machin e gu n an d it s vigilan t  crew .  Bat e

guar d a t  th e gat e spring s t o attention ,  present s &r«s t

not  withou t  smartnes s •  A t  a  dignifie d pace ,  th e price s sio n

passe s throug h th e g&tt f  an d s o alon g th e rorn d outside ,

HIS i s o n hi s wa y t o an d theac e h e wil l  procee *

t o hi s triba l  palac e l a R1XAM *  ̂ 0 rt«ot © fsrtrea s

fa r  it i  th e ioterio r  o f  hi s ow n country ,  fro » whic h fo r  a

larg e par t  o f  th e yea r  h e administer s hi i  vas t  IQp-pir e aroun d

hi» ,  h e himsel f  o f  th e mos t  remarkabl e character s o f  thi s

generatio a linkin g i n hi s uniqu e mentalit y  th © fanatlei»< *  o f

medieva l  Isla m >-it h th e -extrem e ®0dernls » o f  to-day *

Ci e s*s « ^^A M ZM^f  i n whic h I  dul y soo n

after ,  a  ona-tiw e Britis h liner ,  bee n bough t  adapte d

by th e Egyptia n Mis r  Ban k Coapai ^  a s a  pilgrim-carryin g

vessel ,  I  travelle d wit h 100 0 pilgrim s wh o ha d jus t

complete d fehei r  pilgrimag e t o an d

peopl e almos t  al l  cas e o n boar d a t  Y&SB&,  havin g travelle d

fo r  severa l  week s i n condition s o f  grea t  hea t  hardship ,

aostl y  i n came l  caravans *  '  the y wer e brough t  t o th e shi p

?«hic h anchore d wa y o\i t  i n th e bay ,  o n large :  ligh t  e i  -

attache d t o a  tug .  fh e packe d o f  humanit y a n un -

forgettabl e spe c table .  l a the y ha d t o o n boar d th e
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2.A P alon g on e narro w gangway ,  th e embarkatio n too k

thre e hour s to -  accomplis h an d meantim e th e unfortunat e peopl e

were heavin g u p an d dow n i n th e lighter s I n th e ful l  blas e o f

an exceedingl y ho t  sun ,  an d mostl y ver y sea -  sick *

An Egyptia n polic e office r  supervise d th e aetu& l

entr y o f  th e pilgrim s int o th e shi p itsel f  bu t  ther e n o

organisatio n whatsoeve r  upo n th e lighters .  Thes e tie d

insecurel y a t  distanc e fro n on e another ,  en d th e o f
of- "((, £4 6-g C "

people .  ha d t o scrambl e fro » t o anothe r  acros s dangerou s

gaps *  I t  i s  remarkabl e tha t  non e fel l  betwee n th e lighter s

int o th e sea ,  a s many ,  especiall y  th € ver y ol d sic k appea r

ed t o b e i n th e las t  stage s o f  exhaustion *  I  sa w aysel f

so»e doze n case s  o f  crashin g o f  fee t  litib s bu t  fortunatel y

not  o f  th e mos t  seriou s kind .  Severa l  person s als o collapse d

and had ,  t o b e carrie d of f  c m th e back s o f  thei r  relatives .

One ver y patheti c coupl e I  saw ,  a  v©r y ol d white -
X.

beare d aim ,  hi s frai l  ol d wif e -  a  tid y superior-lookin g

couple .  The y were ? huddle d forlornl y o n th e forwar d par t  o f

one o f  th e lighters ,  "  shrinkin g bac k fros i  th e merciles s crow d
!+*$

fightin g t&*& *  wa y ont o th © SAM" ,  th e poo r  ol d lad y wa s

terribl y seasick ,  an d obviousl y fel t  th e grea t  ̂ hea t  o f  th e su n

severely .  Sh e ha d a  quain t  sunshad e -  alread y somewha t

tattere d b y contac t  wit h th e strugglin g crow d -  wit h thi s

trie d t o shelte r  hersel f  he r  husband .  Hisiitebly ,  sh e

bent  he r  ol d hea d o n hi s ancien t  shoulder ,  h e an  hi s par t

stroke d massage d fo r  .he r  he r  achin g fferiBhee.d *  Ever y no w

and the n sh e woul d ope n he r  eye s readjus t  th e sngl © o f  th ®

ridiculou s sunshad e t o ensur e th e protectio n o f  he r  htaiben d

fro n th e sun .  13ae y looke d s o unhapp y mud helpless ,  tha t  a t

las t  1  wen t  t o th e Egyptia n polic e office r  o n board ,

hi m a s &  favou r  i f  h e woul d sen d on e o f  hi s polic e t o hel p

the ® of f  th e lighter ,  di s  h a kindl y agree d t o do *  I f v ©



mever  tw o suc h astonished ,  ol d peopl e a s the y

a policema n clambere d ove r  t o an d proceede d t o assis t

the » throug h th e strugglin g o f  people !  A t  first ,  the y

merel y looke d terrified ,  bu t  $&m thei r  terro r  change d t o

bewildere d gratitude !  Certainl y thes e pilgrim s suffe r  fo r

thei r  f&ith l  One hope s Indee d tha t  the y wil l  to e rewarde d

i n proportion .

The whol e spectacl e patheti c  an d i t

tha t  th © Egyptia n authorities ,  althoug h i t  Ho t  strictl y

thei r  concern ,  sigh t  hav e t o orde r  o n th e

lighters .  Thi s is ,  however ,  th e onl y oajo r  criticis m tha t

sake.fo r  th e ^ZA M EJJf* 1 ha s beet !  estcellantl y organise d

as &  pilgrim-carryin g vessel .  Th e quarter s ar t  naturall y

rathe r  close ,  bu t  th e fe€fdin g arrangement s an d qualit y

of -  th e foo d whic h serve d t o th e pilgrim s b y traine d

staf f  wer e ioEC©lleat »

Two Egyptia n doctor s deal t  adequately ,  i f

brusquely ,  wit h th e sic k an d th e raos t  seriou s wer e

adequatel y lodge d i n th e hospital *

The grea t  dange r  o n suc h a  shi p i s  tha t  o f  fir e

and,  therefore ,  al l  smokin g prohibite d n o ops n

light s allowed .  Patrol s  wer e o n dut y da y en d nigh t  t o en -

forc e thi s regulation *

For  the .  benefi t  o f  th e pilgrims ,  ther e I s a  Imrg ©

Uosque an d a  einaaa -  abl e t o hol d severa l  hundre d people }

als o frequen t  broadcast s i n Arabic ,  includin g reading s fn »

th e Koran ,  a s wel l  a s selection s o f  Arabi c saisl e variou s -

Arabi c talks .  Th e aosqu © no t  muc h use d o n th e retur n

Journey ^  bu t  I  believ e alway s bee n ful l  0 f  worship***? *

th e outwar d iourne y worke d thes e elve s int o a  fceas y o f

devotio n unti l  the y frequentl y ftl l  cio« a i » &  stat e o f

exhaustion .



with my f©llow~t*mveH«rs - many of who® thought that I too

had |ust donj^thn pilgrimage,̂  and^mddr^sttd me^&s *
ofowtt 4"nf<f f&ftS i y f~f(/f>^. fyfji~ tfttfV'HJ^ * _ ' « « , » ' •• A A.A %_ A.¥h@y al l  seWed i n a  stat e o f  religiou s exaltation ,  bu t  son ®

spoke/wit h us#*»teie*i ^  o f  th e wa y th e loca l  peopl e ha d ex -

tracte d ever y possibl e coi n fro ® thsm *  On® middl ©

merchan t  wa s mos t  indignant ,  Sai d h ® fl lĥ a I  di d a

pilgrim&g © i n Palestine ,  I  fmin d railwa y fart s reduce d fo r

pilgrims ,  an d @v©ry hel p giv̂ n t o them *  Ho w i s i t  1̂ a t  a m

Infid© !  Govtrnmen t  ĥ lp s th e Mosl̂ i  pilgrim s lik e that ,  an d

tha t  w e fin d tha t  th e Moslem s o f  th e HEDJAZ plunde r  thei r

fello w Moslem s throughou t  th © mos t  hol y pllgrljuag t  o f  ou r

fh @ eo®me»t  o f  a m Ifi&ia a lad y -  a  lady-edito r  o f

an India a â wspape r  * » wa s causti c  an d t o th © point ,  lf fh @

HlDJA2 ff ,  sai d she ,  * t  rtivtreiie © d©«pl y a s th « hol y couatr y

of  ISLAM ,  an d MECCA a s th e holies t  cit y o f  all .  I n fact ,

I  fin d fina l  proo f  o f  it s sanctit y i n th e miracl e o f  th ©

surviva l  o f  th e population ,  insplt © o f  it s  iatt@ r  unsanita -

rin@ss« I  However ,  al l  spok e gratefull y  o f  KIN G A2I 2

and agree d tha t  th e trave l  upo n th e road s wa s absolutel y se -

cure ,  an d praise d th e KIM G sincerel y fo r  hi s succes s i n thi s

grea t  achievement .  trave l  o n th e pilgri m route s befor t  hi s

reig n wa s mad © trul y terrifyin g b y th t  plundering s an d

murder s o f  lawles s tribesmen *

Mohaiie d BEX A L MISIRI ,  Directo r  o f  th e Pilgrimag e

Branc h o f  th e Ban k Mis r  Enttrprls ^  seeme d t o tak © a  persona l

and fatherl y interes t  i n everythin g o n boar d an d wa s inci -

dentall y mos t  helpfu l  an d courteou s t o myself .  I  severa l

time s visite d th e hospita l  i n compan y wit h th e docto r  an d

foun d th0r © som e B O cast s mor e o r  les s seriousl y 111 ,  I t

/is



i s  unfortunate ,  bu t  possibl y dnavoî able ,  tea t  il l  o r

dyift g peopl e '  shoul d b e ov@r  th e

steerin g gea r  where ,  th e hospita l  i s  situated *

of  cmirs e slee p almos t  impossible *  Wo on ® actuall y

<!i0 d o n to © voyag e excep t  ver y  ol d foun d

oa

On arriva l  a t  fOft ,  v e wer e al l  th e

shi p end .  distribute d throug h th e fumigatio n stations ,  Bein g

th e onl y Europea n 9  I  wa s allowe d accommodatio n i n hospita l

pr  sen -  thre e 'English '  nursin g slaters  resided̂ ** /
Ltvdk tefti<>i**t l f t < t < > e l < * ( f { * $ i i + t £ fW** X * *  -U*. w^r y pi^Jmf .

'  S0./ n afte r  arriva l  I  develope d a  hig h feve r  whic h -

I  informe d du e t o th e sua *  Excellent ,  treatmen t

rapidl y  reduce d my indispositio n o n 4t h I  wa s

-abl e 't o agai n wit h th e res t  o f  part y  o n th e

B.S*  »KaW8AB% als o o f  th e Ban k Kis r  Shippin g Lin © i n whic h

w ̂ ar e t o b e eotsveye d 'to -  SUEZ.

KOW6AR i s  normall y  -Use d i n th e Medite r  -  ance n

i s equippe d fa r  mor e Iuxurl0usl y  tha n th e 2/C,  *AM » On

arriva l  c m boar d I  f̂ iu d tha t  MISIB I  BEY "ha d forwarde d

instrtictî B s  tha t  a  d e Itix e suit © v^s s t o b e place d a t  ts y

posal *  Sil s  suit e Include d 'bedroom ^ sittlng~roo M b «

I f  tlierefore ,  travelle d t o OTOE i n th e o f

®n arriva l  a t  BUEE diseffibarkatio n carrie d ou t

eff-ieieacy ,  X-TT& S able ,  b y 'th e kindl y

of  Oom&ander  Ben t  o f  th e Por t  P01ice f  t o hav e specia l

facilitie s give n t o th e Assistan t  C v̂em0 r  o f  JIIPDA ,

pilgri»s ,  i n ̂ rde r  tha t  h e nigh t  b e throug h

Customs formalitie s a s  quickl y & s  p0ssibin ,  end .  fo r  thi s h e

much appreciation .

That  I  spen t  i » i;TO2 ,  a  I  ^̂| ^

visitin g fo r  ol d tiae s  sake ,  ejn d tha t  I  t o




