We took off from HELIOPOLIS in a Gordon
sircraft st 6tclock on Monday, 15th March 1937, the
morning being rather cold but pleasant. By 9 ofclock
we had reached LUXOR where we lended and had brezkfast,
first carrying out s little detour round the ruins of
which we caught an jnteresting aerisl view, It was
already markedly warmer and we discarded a good deal

of our extra flying kit before proceeding onwards.

In flying down the Nile one saw very‘visiblo
proof of the statement that the Nile ié Egypt -~ Just
& comparatively narrow 1ine of fertility with vast
deserts on either side. The view from the air of
ASWAN Dam is very striking, and zbove the Dam the river
brozdens out very much, flowing in & broazd valley amongst
low rocky hills. PHYLAE was clearly visiﬁle in its
1ske-28%e setting and the river nereabouts overficws
into many of the neighbouring velleys in long fiord 1ikc
channels. Cultivation, however, seems definitely to

grow less sbove the Dam.

For lunch we landed at WADI HALFA and had a
pleasant half-hour's interlude at the excellent hotel
there by the river. Then on again to ATBARA where we
isnded sbout 5 eteclock, staying the night. Atbara
seems distinctly unlike an Egyptlen town - darker skinned
and more friendly people and different style of
a rchitecture in the local buildings which seem to
specialise in deep ecolonnaded verandehs, pleasant to

sit on in the evenlngs.
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Temperature by now was definitely exceedingly
not as compared with CAIRO which we had left in the \

morning and which now lay asbout 1000 miles distant from us.

The next day's flight to PORT SUDAN wes
asccomplished pleasantly, but not quite without incident.
About half-way to PORT SUDAN, one crosses a range of
bare rocky mountains rising to & maximum helght of about
10,000 feet. %¥hen we reached these mountains, the day
was still exceedingly clear and cloudless so that it did
not seem necessary to climb to the maximum helght necessary
for crossing above the peaks and we followed instead the
1line of a broad valley, flying about 3000 feet above it.
Very suddenly, however, & M&SS of clouds descended upon
us. Candidly, it caught us rather unsawares and we were
unable then to climb owing to the probability of sgriking
some unseen peak so we had to continue following the
valley, although the country was new to us both and we
did not know exactly what lay ahead. The clouds drove
us down eventually to within a couple of 100 feect above
the bed of the valley and we were flying in a sort of
tunnel with rock each side and dense clouds above., How-
ever, just wé we were feellng a little uncomfortable, the
valley opened out end we found ourselves in sight of the

coast.

On landing shortly after at PORT SUDAN, we had
pointed out to us a burial ground in which were the graves
of the last flyers who lost their way in these clouds,
but were loss fortunate!  Here at PORT SUDAN my pilot
and myself reported our arrival to the Commissioner and
lunched plgasantly 2t the hotel after which the aeroplane
proceeded én to KHARTOUM, leaving me to complete my
journey by sea, and sorry’to lose the companionship of my

good pilot and our airman mechanic,
R /PORT



PORT SUD4AN I found rather different from my
expectation for I had thought of it as an extremely bleak
and berren outstation. It does, in fact, lie in & rather
unpromising setting, being a flat, ssndy strip of land
along the sea with a background of rocky inhospitable-looking
hills. The town itself, howevef, which did not exist at
all some 40 years zgo, has been marvellously planned and the
Fnglish community, which I believe numbers some 200, live
in attractive houses almost all surrounded by well-kept

gardens.

The Government Offices are handsomely housed and
the Red Sea Hotel nearby is also well built and comfortable
to stay in. '

In the centre of the little town, there is & large
public garden with grass, trees snd a particulerly charming
corner, bright with flowers and cooled by fountains. This,
I believe, is mainiy éue to the enthusiasm and skill &s &
gardener of Springfield, the present Commlissioner, enthusiasti-
cally supported by his wife. Their own garden, in which I
was taken to explore after receiving hospitality at their
house, was also surprisingly green and gay with flowers. I
understsnd, however, that this exeellent result has only been
obtzined after much work and many experiments snd only sur-
vives the terrific heat of the local summer by the most

careful end tireless supervislon.

On enguiring, I found that I should have to wait 3
days in PORT SUDAN, as my ship had postponed its salling.
My days, however, passed most pleasantly as I found the local

community exceedingly hospitsble to me, stranger though I was,
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snd I visited numerous houses for meals or pleasant evening
refreshment to. revive one &t sundown. I also hired & car
in vhich I explored the town snd &€ vicinity under the
guidance of the amisble young Sudencse driver. It eas
pleasant to find the native population very friendly but
%ithout e subservientg, pek Avoakewh, =beitide ome 2orsENEn
thmis KExBgyp¥kan Roaas.

I went on board the s.=. nrL IFT one night sooner
‘than.neceseary, ss I found that the Master was #n old friend
of mine with whom I hsd sailed before on & visit to CYPFUL.
He znd the mates of the ship welcomed me warmly on board and
I actuslly found myself jneluded in a friendly but highly
convivial evening. The second mate was to be married st the
end of the next voyage and ¥as tzking & Job on shore, and
that evening wes to be his final batchelor fling before
becoming & sedste family man. He certainly had his fling |
alright and we visited & great number of houses of local
recsidents, finishing up in @ butchelor household &sll of whom
seemed to play some kind of cheerful musical instrument and
to be skilled in songs of a Jovial, though not perhaps entire-
ly dra;ingroan, quality. i

The ship ssiled early next morning and I must say
1t wis most creditable the way her officers spyveared on duty,
&5 sober end efficient as jJudges, even though perhaps looking

s trifie wan.

One night was spent crossing the RED CEA end by
6 o'clock the foliowing morning the coast of The HEDJAZ was
in sight. There ere many reefs eround the entrance to JEDDA
HASBOUR, very dangerous to shipping, and vessels have to
snchor at considerzble distance from shore. Qur &nchorage‘

wes close to a desolate looking wreck, lodged at a precarious
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sngle on one of these reefs. This was the remains of a
freneh Pilgrim ship which had tazken fire a year or two ago.
It was appsrently a traglc occasion, &s she nad £ or 4,000
pilgrims on board of whom several hundred perished in the

fire, were drowned, oOr mutilated by sharks,

is soon zs we dropped anchor, a fleet of local
sailing craft csme speeding out to us, looking very charming
with the early sunlight on them and the shite houses and
minarets of JEDDA gleaming behlind them. These were followed
and of course overtaken by numerous motorboats and two dapyerr
speedboats. It turned out thst in one of these speedboats
¥58 the locszl officizl who had been sent out to greet myself,
I wes teken sshore fortiwmlth and assisted Qpée&@&"thrangh
the Customs and thence to a lerge bullding which has reéantly
been estsblished for the accommodation of well-to-do pilgrims,
but which seems also to be used as a kind of guesthouse by
the King. |

My host, H.E. SHAIKH HAFIZ WAHBA, the Saoudl-
Arcblen Minister in LONDON, was also staylng at this house,
though at the moment of my eriival he was sway in attencance
on the King at the Palace, outside the walls of the town,
¢hile messengers were sent to tell him of my arrival, I
settled myself in to my new abode. It was & curlous build-
ing, modernistic in its design, somewhat after the pattern
of the new French buildings in CAIRO. It is the only build-
ing of its sort in JEDUA 2nd looks strengely 1ncang§§us
amongst the old Arab house:s around it, with theilr carved

balconies and irregular construction.

The furnishing of this house was also zomewhat
incang%ﬁus in an unsuccessful sttempt st European style, much
of the furniture being carved in a kind of bogus Tudor
pattern upholstered in ornate tapestry.

Very soon His Excellency, my host, arrived,
/welcomed
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relcomed me cordislly snd from then on made all arivangements
for my welfare, acting as my gulde and placing cars, etc., at

my dispocel whenever reguired.

It was exgléined to me that that afternoon there was
to be & reception given by CHAIKH ABDULLAK SULALHAN, the
Minister of Finance, snd that I was to be welcomed at thls
reception, &nd to receive my first presentation to HIS

¥AJESTY, KING ABDUL AZIZ IBN SAOUD.

I next paid my visit of respect to the British
Minister, SIR READER BULLARD. The British Legation 1s
housed in & rather striking, Arsb-type manslon with hand some
carvings on the balconles and windows, and with a handsome
wooden stairway rising from = large entrance diwan, Sir
READER reeeived me very kindly, snd, sfter a talk with him,
I returned again to my own sbode znd, after & meal there,
served in semi-Furopean style, I soon set out with SHAIKH
EAF1Z “AHBA in his automobile (all the nétsbles in JEDIA seem
now to own luxurious cars) to attend the reception. Ve
passed by way of strange narrow streets to & large house in

the centre of the town,

we enterec first & spacious hall with slaves and

servents in fine flowing robes and all armed with daggers and

swords, and also revolvers, lined along the walls, The actual

reception room was oblong in shepe end not very large. At
one end was & vast throne-like chelr, heavily gllded, and at
the other end of the room, two smaller but similar thromes,
On ths floor were rich carpets, but the rest of the fufniture
wae very quaint, a sort of first-cousin to early Victorian |
settees snd chalrs, ranged primly alonyg the walls. Graduslly
the company assembled -~ the British Minister and his Etsff,
all the King's high Ministers &# Kbty stately in thelr
flowing robes, an Fnglish man and hig wife the guests of the
British Minister, the famous Mr. PHILBY, and my humble self,
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cuddenly, there waa & stir and s clanging of svords
snd accoutrements snd tnere entered HIS MiJESTY, KING sBDUL
5717 - &n impressive znd noblie looking figure. Everyone
stood in silenée as he walked very slowly up the room and
sested himself on his throne. As soon &s he had entered,
two enormous black slaves, with draﬁn swords, statlioned them-
selves at the doorway. Next there gsme in the King'$ second
son, the AMIR FAISAL, Vieceroy of the HELJ4Z, &and his youthful
brother, the first & handsome young man &S tsll as his father
anc the second & shylooking youth of sbout 17 years. These

two Princes seated themselveg on the other two thrones.

My host then came up to me and led me forward to
be presented to the King. He recelved me Very cordially, but
of course there was no oy ortunity for any sort of conversation

on this occasion.

e solitery lacy present, discreetly robed for the
occasion in & black dress, long sleeves anc & high collar, was
soon put at her ease by the Xing who treated her very gr&éiaus~
1y and hsd her place¢ at his right-hand side. I noticed,
however, that the King's black slaves glared with the utmost
indignation at this bold, unvelled female in such close |
proximity to their Kinge.

ifter ceremonial coffee had been served, the King
rose and we all followed him into another appartment in which
vas & long table. The King seatec himself st one end, the
two princes at the other &nd the genersl company down the two
sldes. I found myself placed next but one to the King.
Then followed a queer affair, something between a schoolroom
teaparty and &n occasion of Royal State. %e drank tea and
ate sugared biscults, talking-amiably the while.

The Fnglish ledy and her husband had Just accomplisl
ed, with the King's permission, a journey &cross part of the
/NEJD
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NEJL Desert, znd they spoke entimsiczstically of the merits

of camel milk, with vhich they had refreshed themselves on the
journey, and spoke also of its soft and soothing gualities.
The King wes delighted at this and promptly asked SHAIKH HAFIZ
¥4HBA, who is his Minister in LONDON, vhether he could not
arrange to keep & small herd of cemels in Eaton Place &s he
thought perhaps the milk might have & soothing effect on
British politicians and mage them listen a2ll the more kindly
‘to anything SHAIKH HAFIZ VANHDA might wish them to consider,

The tea over, the King rose, the Royal Party left,
and the company gradually dispersed. Before he left, I
managed, however, to have a brief talk with H,F.H. the AMIR
FilsaL. The last time I had met him was at a diplomatie
reception at the lyde Park Hotel in LONDON. FAIGAL commented
st once at the great difference in the present setting. He
segems & pleasant young man, resembling his father in height
snd bulld, though sctuslly with puch better features., He
csused quite & flutter amongst feminine hearts in LONDON, 1

believe, by his good looks snd graclous manners,

on = leter occasion, PHILBY informed me that he was
giving a dinner party &t shich the British Minister and other
personzlities of the town would be present, and kindly asked
me to add myself to the party. PHILBY, of course, at the
reception was dressed in Arsd robes &nd, in fact, conformed
more exactly to Arab customs then the Arsbs themselves vwho

were present,

Not long after accepting tidis imvitation, &ﬁﬁl&ﬁ
HiFIZ VAHBA informed me that the King had sent word that he
wished to grant me & personal sudience that same evening at
the Palace. Y%e explalned matlers to.PEILBY end it was
agreed thet SHAIKH HAFIZ WAHBA and myself should leave half
way through the dinner. |
/&t
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At 8 otclock we as:embled in PHILBY's house, or
rather Palsce, for it wae actually at one time the residence
of the King. The Fnglish men present wore dinner Jackets,
even including PHILBY, and the Arab guests thelr ususl stately

robes.,

' The house is furnished in Huropcan style but is,
nevertheless, s completely Arab bullding, handszome in its way
but like many Arab buildings, insecure foundations had led to
alarming cracks and surprising irregularities in the sngle of
pillars etec., some, in fact, being propyed up by extra wooden

supports,

I duly proceeded to the King's Pslace. It lles
some couple of miles outside the wells of the town and is a
large white bullding of rembling construction, with many courte
yards. I wss led through verious rooms and up to & handsomely
carpeted roof where I found His Majesty reclining upon & broad
divan, & few of his striking black bodyguerd standing behind
him, and et & little distance from him seated upon cushioms
were just a few of the officisls of his househoid.

The King greeted me warmly and quite without
ceremony ~ the meeting wus, in faet, exaetly in the menner
of a meeting with any important tribal chieftain, I was
placed beside the King on the diven; ceremonial coffee was
then served by other slaves and then there followed about
an hour of most interesting conversation with His Majesty.
Amongst other thingé, we discussed the old days shen i first
csme in touch with some of his District Governors and tribes-
men. This wae at the time when FAICAL AL DAVISH, the famous
fanatical Wahasbl lesder, was in revolt agzinst KING ABDUL AZIZ,
an¢ was raiding snd massaering the tribel people of 'IRAQ.
The King zlso discussed the Furopesn situstion and various

other points of a political snd general sort, including his

Jcontinual



continusl endeasvours to improve conditions for ¥oslem
peoplie making the Pllgrinmsge to KECCA.

The ¥ing is truly 2 striking personality, both
in charseter znd in personal apresarance. The whole
occazion wes indeed 2 most memoreble one - the moonilit
evening, the broad carpeted roof with ite white parspets,
the figure of the King on his throne-iike divan wiih'tall
black slaves behind him snd the Officizls of State of the
Eing's household seated silently =t a little distence wvhile
the King discussed with knowledge snd underaténéing, the
complicated affairs of & Furope vhich he hsé never seen.

Arriving in the Hedjlaz, one definitely seems to
step back several hundred yesrs. The suthority of the
King is giﬁf;LL%I;LQ but, nevertheless, many of his sub-
ordinste chieftsins are slso very powerful in their own
districts, so that the King hss to rule by & combination
of tact and force jJust ss the Fnglish Kings had to control
thhe great barons in the Middle Ages. £hen in the presence
of Eureopcans, Xing ABDUL AZIZ now-a-doys folliows vhst he
considers the proper formalities for Hoyzl personusges but
with his own people he maintains the traditionsl attitude of
any great Arab Chaikh, snd his subordinate Chieftzins, and
in fuact even his ordinary tribsl subjects, omit sl1 the
trimmings of Furopean Court custom and, although holding
the King in high esteem and personal awe, they, nevertheless,
adaress him by no royal title but merely as ABLUL AZIZ, and
speak to him without any excessive subservience :nd yet the
King, in fuct, has the right of life anﬁ death over &ll his
' people.

Grezt Arab lesders malntain their authority
largely through their own personslity and any chieftzin vho
locks efficiency in tribsl matters will find himself .soon .

replaced by some other wnd more effective member of his
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fanily, and this applies, of course, to IBN SADUD as much

as to any other sh&ikh,‘and he has gained his position by
virtue of his persona. strength of character which first
proved itself in supplanting and subordinating the IBN RACHID
family who were his predecessors &35 rulers of NEJD, and later
by his conquest of the HEDIAZ, eferminedly yet tolecanfly
GCOé"V1NSA§£%ﬁaugh IBN SA0UD has shown a very progressive
sttitude especially in matters concerning srmamentsto
strengthen his forces, and facilities for more rapld travel
over his vsst empire, and thus has introduced such woéerntgﬁgg
devices 3 wireless, modern armament, seroplanes, cars, ete.,
even st the risk at first of shocking and alienating his -
fznatical followers, yet, nevertheless, the King remains &
strict ¥Wahsbl leader in all points concerning religious
observzance. This hes been proved again even sinee I left

the HEDJAZ s few weeks ago. At & recent banquet, His
Hajesty confirmed, in the presence of his own tribal chiefs

as well as forelgn diplomats, his absolute diaaypravsl of any
attempt to introduce modern customs of éaily.life into his |
country. Especizlly he expressed d¢isapproval of dancing,
wine-drinking and any attempt at the emancipation of women.

He even went $o far as to say that he would with his own
sword execute any person among his subjects whom he discoverec
to be favouring or attempting to introduce such shameful

N

ﬁboﬁ}tgﬂcm.ﬁﬂsf ideas. With regard to women folk, His s Jeaty further

[————

" o duewmno the ; . 3 i
&&ﬁko“Lﬂafﬁ. stated that if he ever saw one of his wives talking to any

g°@““}“g§g4‘k $ man he would himself execute them both immedlately, even if
of s Sa(A fo «QOL
Qlu,s OO'QJ

Satigfacton G’&“ﬁﬁing's drastic religious outlook, I was indeed most surprised

fﬁaf;fwas g s
Combrolled be tae to learn that & smsll building outslde the walls of the town

the man were his own brother. This being = sample of the

Devd | caugno (originally probubly a Khen for traveliers) is actually in

» ; -
*gev\ fo f;gth( use as & Christian church. This concession had apparently
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been granted to & previous Britizh minister. I do not
know whether this is mor< a tribute to the gond wiil of
KING £BDUL AZIZ or to the precstige and personality of the

minister who obtsined this most surprising concession.

In JEDLDL itself the King hss given sanction to
foreign diplomats snd their households to play music and to
dance or drink a.cchol strictly in the privecy of their
hauses'but outside, the few Buropeans there are in JZDDa,
are expected to conform sbsolutely to Wshabl traditions and

may not even smoke cigarettes in any public place,

The ilittle tovn of JEDLA, as seen from the sea,
looks white and clean and of orderly construction. Upon
going ashore, however, one discovers it - as 1s ususlly
the case with Oriental towns - to be Just & jumble of
plcturesque houses. knd in JEDLA espeelnlly, where the
buildings are unusualiy high, in some cases even of 5
storeys, they seen to be leanling precsriously sgzinst one
snother for support. The strcet: are narroew aznd overhung
by intricately carved balconies and jutting ﬁiﬁd&ﬁﬁ.‘ Lack
of sznitation, unless one has a very bad cold, mekes itzelf
only too obvious, and flles congregate ewverywhere in
unbelievsble mzasses. The quarter of the town for the ssle
of merchandise is fairly weli-stocked but disappointing to
anyone in search of objJects of locs:l manufacture. A1l
goods seewm to be lmported from sbroad and the bazaar is
slngularly uninteresting from the point of vier of local
colour. One wonders what exchange of trade the people
support themselves by, but I believe the fuct is they live
almost entirely on the proceeds of the annusl Pilgrirmage to
EFECC4, and thet both individusls and the Government are
largely supported by th&'unfortunate pligrims who, in spite
of their devout objective, seer to be plundered without

seruple. Nevertheless, they are now at least protected

/from



from sctual attsck while journeying on the routes to the
holy citles, and it is & great tribute to KING ABUUL AZIZ
IBN SAQUD that he has achieved complete security of life and
property in the pilgrim routes of the HEDJAZ.

The building in JEDDA now used as the O0ffices of
the British Legation was once that occupied by LAWRENCE,
snd in the small garden there is a sheltered corner in which
he used to sit to write his reports. Nearby, there 1s also
the wooden bandstend in which, :s he describes in “The
Seven Pillars of Wisdom" the Turkish band ca;}tured/uherif
HUSSEIN . was . forced to play for the entgrtalnment of the

local people.

I was myself at RABEGH at that time as secomnd
in command of the Air Force Detachment operating with the
Force based on RABEGH viliage. The AMIR ALI, son:of
uﬁﬁﬁlg‘t}éiaggr KING HUSEEIN) was our Commandfign0Xfiefw
Those were interesting wfmes and I often find it pleasant
reading again the diary which I happened to keep at that
time.

One cennot in describing JEDDA omit to mention
the tomb of our ancestress EVE, evidently a very large
l1ady for her tomb looks about 16 to 20 feet long; 1t used
to be covered by an elaborate dome, but when LBDUL AZIZ
conguered KING ALI, he destroyed this &s he and his puritan
#zhabl troops disapproved of all elsborations and decoratias
in connection with religious buildings. Close to the
tomb of EVE, is the new zeroplane hangar recently presented
to KING ABLUL AZIZ by the Italians, and it is Smdeed n1osf’
strange to see alrcraft in close proximity to & traditional

memorisl of the very origin of sall humanity.

/The
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The laws of the country rerain of the medieval
sort. Limbs sre cut off as punishment for theft and similer
severe penalties exist for every sort of transgression.
Slevery remalns an sccepted custom and zli weli-to-do persons
own slaves, There 1s still a slave market in MECCL where
humsn belngs, both light-skinned and dark-skinned, can be pur-
chesed these at well estsblished rates of charge.

Slaves as & whole are, however, guite wvel. treated
and attain positions of considerable authority. i master 1s
quite at liberty ' hSHREES%o 11luse or execute his humen
chattels if he thinks fit. Unnecessary cruelty to a slave is,
however, disapuroved of znd is looked upon as a thing "not
done® Just &s the Engiish wan disapproves of the 11l usage of

horses,

His Exceliency, my host, & few days after my srrival,
recelived instructions to proceed to “IYADH to carry out certain
officizl dutles in accompanying the Crown ?ﬁINCﬁ %&ﬂUB upon
en offiecial visit to BAGHDAD. I thereupon became & guest of
CHAIKH YOUGSUIP YASSIN, one of the King's personal secretaries
and, at that time, ascting also as Minlster of Foreign iffeirs
in the zbsence of FOUAD BLY Ha¥ZA. I did not feel it suitable
to remain too long in JEDLA without my originsl hest and I
therefore arranged to embark on the steamship Zil Zill, Before
leaving, however, I had one more intere:ting experience when &
local notable offered to tzke me in his car slong the road to
KECCA. ke proceeded sbout £0 milez out of the 50 which is
the distance to KECCA alang?fairly§w911 constructed road.

© The country was barren except for camel thorn and in
places some low scrubby bushes vhose name I do not know.
The whole distance to MECCA is sa.d to be more or less level
and certainly as far as ; wvent this was the cazse, though the
road wouné . its ﬁay.:; through low ber en footudils. Having
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reschied & little wayside rest-house, .2 alighted and sfter

arinking coffee turned aga.n to JEDDA,

The z=fternoon before my departure, I hed =& final
;uiet luncheon with the British Minister who S&s #s kindly
¢z ever and told me meny interesting things, including his
experiences during part of the long slege of JEDTA when

KING &BDUL AZIZ wes invading the HEDJAZ.

one last picture of HIE MAJESTY KING ABDUL 4212 IBN
GAAUD of NEJD and The HEDJAZ, as I saw him last, the day be-
fore 1 left: Myself on & jutting bslcony, facing the NECCA
cate - & great double gate‘éark end sh&dawy,atdﬂ%t the long
extent of the white city walls. The guard of troops &t the
sate 1s evidently on the alért, and their officer keeps look-
ing & little anxiously along the inner rosd. These troops
sre part of the King's "modern"® army - bu£ somehow they look
{li-at-ease in their unfamilliar uniform. Soon there is &
stir =nd passers-by withdraw hastily to the road side.
¥oving slowly there comes into view a curious procession, &
striking mixture of the snelient snd the very new. First
comes »n open Ford vanette, in it four tribal soldlers in
desert robes sné wearing handsome dsggers, but at the moment
in charge of & machine gun, pointing backwerds, =0 &S te pro-
tecct the flanks of the oncoming procession, snd obviously
ready far’instant use.  Then comes a luxurious llmousine,
with armcd tribesmen standing on the footboard at ecagh side.
In it one can at once feccgnize the brosd and imposing flgure
of the KING, wearing his ususl red Arab headress; there
follow three more open vanettes esach containing about a dozen
fully armed negro slsves, snd yet another vanette with armed
irsb retalners. Next are two large closed cars caatainiﬁg
several of the KING's court offic;als, snd after this &

/single
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¢ingle limousine, its closed windows heavily curtained.

This muct doubtless contsin some of the KING's lsdies of the
Court. Tha?ﬁﬁis Kajesty's religion allows only four wives
at sny one time, yet it 1s slways permissible rapidly to
divorce & wife, without it being considered in sny waey & dis-
grace to the divorced lady. The KING in this way has
married a great many times, and is intimately relsted to most
of the noble famillies of his Fmplre,

Last in the procession comes another venette, con-
teining another macuine gun end 1ts vigilant crew. The
guard at the gete springs to attentlon, and presents arms,
not without smartness. At a dignified pace, the procession
pagses through the gute, and so along the ¥ECCA road out:zide,
HIS MAJESTY is on his way to MECCA, and thence he will proceer
to his tribal palace in BIYADH - the remote fortress town
far in the interior of his own country, from which for «
large pasrt of the year he administers his vast_ﬁﬁﬁire around
him, he himself one of the most remarkable characters of thlg
generation linking in his unique mentzlity the fanatiecis=s of
medieval Islam ~ith the extreme modernism of EUROGPE to-day.

The s.8. "C<AM ZAM", 1n vhich I duly embsrked soon
sfter, a one-time British liner, has been bousht and adapted
by the Egyptlan Misr Bank Company &5 & pilgrim-carrying
vessel. I travelled with some 1600 pllgrims who hsd Just
completed sheir pilgrimage to MECCA eand MEDINA. These
people almost all came on board at YEMBO, having travelled
for several weeks in conditions of great heat snd hardship,
mo:tly in camel caravans., They were brought to the shlp
which was anchored some way out in the bay, on large lighter.
attached to a tug. The pscked msss of humanity was an un-
forgettable spectable. As they hed to come on board the
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T4 7AW alon@ onc naiTow gangway, the embarkation took some
three hours to sccomy;lish and mcantime the unfortunate people
were hesving up and down in the lighters in the full blaze of

an exceedingly hot sun, and mostly very ses-sick.

An Egyptisn police officer supervised the actual
entry of the pilgrims into the ship itself but there wes no
organlsation whatsoever upon the lighters. These were tled
insecurely at some <istsnce from onc another, and the mass of

with there sterangaly vast Oovdlos of “(yg9age”
people had to scramble from one to snother across dangerous

gaps./‘ It is remarkable that nome fell between the lighters
into the sc¢a, as many, especlally the very old snd sick appear-
ed to be in the iast stages of exhsustion. I saw myself

sbme dozen cases of crushing of feet ané ilmbs but fart&nately
not of thé most serious kind. feversl persons also collapsed
end had to be carriec off on the backs of thelr relatives.

One very pathetic counle I saw; & very old white-
be&ﬁéd man, snd his frail olc wife - & tidy superior-looking
couple. They were huddled forlornly on the ferwa;é part of
one of the’i%%hters,'shrinking back from the merciless crowd
fighting Y& way onto the "ZAM 7AM"., The poor old lady was
terribly seasick, and obviously felt the great hest of the sun
severely. fhe haed a quaint sunshade - already somewhat
tattered by contact with the struggling crowd - and with thie
she tried to shelter herself &nd her husband. ﬁiserébly, she
bent her old head on his sncient shoulder, and he on his part
stroked and nasssaged for her her eching forshead. Every now
snd then she would open her eyes and readjust the sngle of the
ridiculous sunshade to ensure the protection of her husbend
from the sun., They looked so unhappy and helpless, that at
last I went to the Fgyptian police officcr on boerd, and asked
him ss & favour if he %ould send one of his police to help
them off the lighter. This he kindly sgreed to do. Itve

/never
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never seen two such sstonlshed old people as they were when
a policeman clambered over to them and proceeded to assist
them through the struggling mess of people} At first, they
merely looked térzifieé, but soom their terror changed to
bevildered gratitudel Cértainly these pilgrims suffer for
their faithl one hopes indeed that they will he rewarded

in proportion.

The whole spectacle was pathetic and it seeéeé
thet the Egyptisn suthoritics, although it wes not striectly
their cencérn, might have done more to keep oré@r on the
lighters. This is, however, the only major criticism that
one csn make)fcr the "7ZAK ZAM" has been exceliently organlsed
@ a pllgrim-carrying véasel. The guaerters are naturally
rather close, but the fecding arrsngement:s and the quality
of the food which was served to the pilgrims by trained
staff warc wxcellent.

Two Egyptian doctors dealt adequately, even if
brusguely, with the sick 2né the most serious cases were
adequately lodged in the hospltal.

The great da%,er on such a ship is that of fire
and, therefore, all smoking wes prohibited and no open
lights sllowed, pPatrols ¥c e on duty day and night to en-
force this regulation.

For the benefit of the pllgrims, thgr@ is a large
Hesque and a cinema sble to hold seversl hundred people;
also fregquent broadcasts in Arabic, including reedings from
the Koran, &s well as selections of Arasbic music ané various .
srabic talks. The mosque wes not much used §n the return
3curney,but I believe had always been fuli of worship.ers on
the outward journey who worked themselves into a frenzy of
devotion until they frequently fell down in & state of

exhasustion.
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; Pilgrimage
I found it of great interest discussing the /

with my fellow-travellers - many of whom thought that I too

had just done the pilgrimage and addressed me as “Ha 3i“~ff*¢-
el o gt e d ey feopl€ areach el e B K rened

hey all scemed in a state of religious exaltation, but some

afto : "{.51 ress ,
speke,with soswrtoestd of the way the local people had ex-

tracted every possible coin from them. One middle~aged
merchant was most indignant, ©Said he "vhen I did a minor

"pilgrimsge in Palestine, I found reilway fares reduced for

pilgrims, and every help given to them. How is it that an
Infidel Government helps the Moslem pilgrims like that, end
that we find that the ﬁoslaas'ofrthe HEDJAZ plunder their‘
feilow Moslems throughout the most holy pilgrimagé of our
Faith?® |

The comment of an Ipdian lady - @ lady-editor of
an Indisn newspaper - was caustlc end to the point. "The
HEDJAZ", said she, "I reverence deeply as the holy country
of ISLAM, snd MECCA as the hollest city of e11. In t‘aét,
I find final proof of its sanctity in the miracle éf the
survival of the population, inspite of its utter unsenita-
riness"] However, all spoke gratefully of KING ABDUL AZ1Z
end agreed that the travel uﬁan the roads was ebsolutely se-
cure, and praised the KING sincerely for his success in this
great achievement. Travel on the pilgrim routes before his
reign was made truly terrifyink by the plunderings and

murders of lawless tribesmen,

Mohamed BEY AL KISIﬁI,?Director of the Pilgrimage
Brench of the Bank Misr Enterprise; seemed to take a personal
and fatherly interest in everything on board and was 1nei;n
dentally most helpful and tourteous to myself. I seveial
times visited the hospital in company with the doctor and

found there some £0 cases more or less serlously 1ll. It

/is



iz unfortuncte, but .ossibly dnavoidable, that the 11l or
dying people should be accommodated immedlately over the
stecring gear where the hospitsl is situated. The noise
of course made sleep almoct impossible. No one actuslly
died on the voysge except aﬁg very oid man wvho was found dead

on deck,

On arrival =2t TOR, ve were all cilsembarked frox the
ship =nd cistributed through the fumigation stations. Being
the only Ruropean, I was aliowed accomrodation in the hospltal

premises where three English‘narsffg aisters also ?asidaé‘m03r

l‘”‘duf Pefficient /aa(r'es\a (lessirg mdeek to the weary pilgrimg,

So.n sfter arrival 1 developed s high fever which
I was informed was due to the sun. Excelient trestment
rapidly reduced my incisposition and on the 4th day I was
 @ble to embark sgsin with the rest of the party on board the

s.s. MKOWEARY, slso of the Bonk Misr Shipying Line in which
we were to be conveyed to EUEL, ‘

The KOVECAR is normslly used in the Bediter:anean
snd 1s equipued far m&realuxnriausly than the 241 ZAM, on
arrivel on board I found that HICIFI BEY had forwarded
instructions that a de luxe sulte vss to be pleccd &t wy dise
nosal. This suite inciuded bedroom, sittinge-room and bsth-
room and I, therefore, travelled to SUEZ in the meximum of

comfort.

On srrival &t SUKZ disembarkation was carried eﬁt
+lth spees snd efficiency. I was evie, by the Kindiy courtsey
of Comnsnder Bent of the Port rolice, to have speclel
facilities given to the isclistant Governor of JEDDA, vho wss
among the pllgrims, in order that he might be passed through
Customs formislities as guickly as poscslbie, and for this he
shoved much cporeclstion,

That day I spent in [URZ, a place I always enjoy

visiting for old time: suke, znd that evening I proceeded to
‘ /Ceiro




C4IRO by the little Diesel Express train, which proceeds
direct across the cesert to CAIRD, an innovstion indeed
since the dsys when T first knew this corner of the world.
ind so ended this somevhat unusuzl journey, wshich I shall

always remember with great interest,



