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EPISODE XI1X.

Sojourn at Matariya; a hit below the belt; recovery;
and a new adventure planned.

It was on Wednesiay, the 3rd of November 1943, that 1
left DBenha. In Cairo, 1 took a room at first at the lTurt
Club, having arrived there by car anc with a large loriy trundiing
behind me containing my furniture, which I M deposited in a
Store. On the whole, ! can look back upon my sojourn in
Benha a: & most attractive experience which 1 should have been
most reluctant to mises, I had become on excellent terms wiih
my neighbours, both officials, townsmen, und fellaheenj and it
was the latier I think zkax whom I liked the oest. L
courte there were a few less aitractive iuncidcnte, such for instance
a8 the terriiic storm which flooded the ground floor of my house,
dlzconnectoa my electricity and blew in my windows, this all
hnppeninc while I chanced to be ill and conf.ned to my bed.

In fact on that occasion all my household was ill, and stirangely
enough it wvae the utimid reiiring wife of one of my ghafeers, who
rose to the occasion, looked after us all, and did the cooking.
lhere wae aleo one night a rather gruesome murder only about fility
yards from my fronti door, the cause being apparantly jeulousy
over land rightis. The corpes was a ppor old man who had had his
throat cut, and the murdcrers though known, could not be arrested
for lack of evidence.

In Cairo, I started a wide search for a flat, but
accomodation had become scarce, and eventually 1 docided to
make the experiment of tuking a flat in the outl,i’ suburb of
Hilmia. It was a good siged flat, of eight large rooms,
kitchen premises and servants' quarters, and it occupied the whole
of the top floor of a big villa standing in ite own grounds.
It was rather far from Cairo, but in an atiractive "couantry setting",
vhose quietness 1 thought would ap eal to my Mother.
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Its situation was rather romantic, veing midway between the little
Church marking the s=xxhs site where by tra ition the Holy Family
rested wvhen on the flight into Egy, ¢, and an ancienl Cleopatra's
Needle, like Lhe one which has been transported to the Embankmen:
in lomncon.

My Mother arrived by flying-boat on the moraing of
Tuesday the 2lst of December 1943, looking remarkably agile and
graceful as she alighted from the aircraft, and entered the launch
to come ashorej an. it was difficult indeed to realise that on
the coming l2th of May she would reach her 80th Birthday.
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A letter to my Mother from His Majesty King Farouk's
Private Secretary soon after her arrival at Matariyaz-

Jat
‘Becretary Prive
De S.M, le Roi, 19th January, 1944,

Dear Madam,

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt
of your very kind letter of January 1l2th and to inform you
that I have duly conveyed your message to His Majesty the
King, I am happy to say that His Majesty has greatly
appreciated your kind thought and has commanded me to ex-
press to you his best wishes for a happy stay in Egypt.

Very sincerely yours,

H, BU-W ’
Private Secretary."



Qur residcnce in Matariya was only of 6 month duration,
for we really found it too isolated for convenience. The
most important eingle event while there was my little Mother's
80th Birthday. This we made as graciocus a celebration as
poesible. The day opened with my head servant Ibrahim
(now recuperating on "light duty") taking in a silver tray to my
Mother's room with her Birthday gifts upon it. Then
telegrams and flowers began to arrive, including telegrums from
the King, from Prince Mohamed Aly anc from many others of our
friends. His Majesty also sent a Palace car in the altcrnoon,
and we had a pleasant drive in it, took tea at Gezira, anc ended up
by going to Abdine Palace to sign the King's Dook. twas a
most happy day. Other memories include much kindness from
our neighbour Judge Amin Shahed, at whose house we were oiten guests.
He and his family were helpful to uc in countless ways. Judge
Shahed is a remarkable characier, = once notoriously anti-bBriiishj
yet in the war was one of the kinuest of hoste L0 our troops f.om
nearby camps, Cfficers and other ranks alike, who Irequently were
given hospitality in his house.



Now in May 1951 Judge SHAHED has found himself unaxpectedly
a close relative of ller Majesty the Queen of Egypt, the new Queen
NARRIMAN, whose wedding to H.,M, King Farouk has just been celebrated
with much pump,

Ju Judge Amin bey Shahed has been of the Select few to be
present on Family occasions of the Royal Household, and has received
a thtle from the king,

The Shahed house is stile however the placid homely place
it always was, They take their new honours with reserve and without
any lose of balance; and Ly no means without a warm and kindly
thought for that charming Lady lately the Queeny and now in quiet
yet digniried retirement. I still often have thie pleasure of
being the Judge's Guest and sometimee I take to their house Claude
Massey, the Minister for Australia, who particularly appreciates
Shahed bey's stirling qualities.

There was also an occasion of especial
significance, I received pressing invitations %o visit the famous
religlous leader Sheikh Abdel Vafa El Charkawi at his home in Nag-Hamad

I realized that his wish to see me might be partly to discu
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political situation, so before accepting 1 consulted my Legal
Adviser Sims-Marshall , as to whether 1 need allow that to influence

me againest accepliance. The latter emphaticully advised
me that I need ¢o no such things, and that I might bven be wrong
to fail to respond to this approach. I became the guest

of ihe Reverend Sheikh from the very uveginning of my journey
Southward, for he had booked a sleeper for me on the traiu. At
Nag Hamadi next morning, 1 was met by a car which took me %o

Sheikh Al Sharkawi's house, or rather Palace, for indeed il vas

a very handsome abode. He did, as I expected, talk
politics, and saic a good deal that seemed oI im ediate importance.

1 was most curteously entertained by the Sheikh and was also
invited to tuke tea at the local Palace of H.H. Prince Youssei Kamalj
who wae actually our neighbour at Matariya, and I had been his ;uest

on various occasions at his residence there. The second
evening, 1 returned to Cairo, again by night train and again with
a compartment ulready generously provided for me. It

ie very rave for this Sheikh to entertain foreigners, and ny vieit
wat a mark of special good will.

On my return 1 again consulted Sims-Marshall an asked
his opinion as to whether in accoruance with the Sheikh's wish
1 should, as seemed only reasonable, inform our authorities of the
main aspects of my talk. This Sime-Marshall strongly urged that
I shoulc do.

On visiting our Headquarters, I stated the circumstances
and was curteously welcomedy and I was informed by a Senior
Officer that a statement from me would be very gratefully received.
For this purpose he provided me wi'h a shorthand typist anu
necessary facilities. In due course I departed feeling
that my cuwy to al. comnceined had veen done.

At Matariya, I had been preparing (o give up my flat,
but a sad matter intervened, for liurahim suddenly became critically
ill again and 1 had some grim daye atteniiag him til. he coula be
moved in to llospital. . Everything that was poscible 1 had done















































































































