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While I have been writing up these episodes, political ten-
sion here in Egypt month by month, slowly but surely, had been
becoming more evident. This unrest increased to a sinister ex-
tent. Many Egyptians, of vari us status, called upon me to ex-
press their uneasiness and fears for the f‘uture. Meanwhile, mueh
of the Arabic Press, under the direction of the unscrupulous Wafd-
ist Minister of the Interior, Fuad Serag el Din, was carrying on a
virulent anti-British campaign, most of it mendacious and without
relation to fact, The Britisﬁ Army was stated to be murdering
Egyptian men, women, and children in the Canal Zone; young Egyp-
tian students of the Freedom Battalion; were stated, when captur-
ed to be subjected to torture by the order of British officers.

No lie or distortion was, by the extremists considered excessive.
Generally speaking, for a long time, the Egyptlian peasants and poor-
er classes gave li{:tlo attention or belief to these stories, but
excitable students and Moslem fanaties were more and more aroused,
and the infeetion spread. Demonstrations began to surge unchecked
through our streets. BEuropeans were subject to insult; and I ny-
self had an unpleasant experience when the United Nations auto-
mobile, in which I was proceeding to my office at United Nations
headguarters, where I was then working on behalf of Arab Refugees
in Palestine, was attacked, stomed, and spat upon., This incident
became known at Reuters News Centre and was in fact broadcast
around the World, so that to my surprise I later had anxious en-
quiries from friends in many places. In common with many others
of course I found the atmosphere distasteful and the following let-
ter to Husny Pasha, His Majesty's Private Secretary, expresses to
him 1y feelings at that time:-

"Dear Husny Pasha
i write to you in much distpess of mind. As
you know, during many years, all my endeavours, however modest their
scope may have been, were always aimed at the achieving of better
understanding between my Egyptian and English ffkends. For some
time these hopes seemed progressing always towards sounder reali-
sation, Now suddenly there is this grave setbu k with all its grie-
vous possibilities for the future, This situation seems to have
come about, it is true, by the misunderstandings of a few people only
on each side; nevertheless the setback is here and its results are

heartbreaking,

The proclomation of the Moslem Brotherhood ad-
voeating indiseriminate massacre of English people and looting of
their property, which was actually allowed publication in Arabic new-
spapers, was a shocking thing; to be followed next day in the Gamhur
el W a public annomncement that a well known Moslem Religious
Leader decreed that the murder of British people is to be consid-
ered meritorious, Such announcements disgrace Egypt and if acted up
on, even briefly, by irresponsible people will do irreparable harm to

t's just cause. -—---- e ————The shoek of this state of
airs is, of course, considerable, but, one places
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it in proper perspective and conditions in deed are already
iuprov in Cairo, One has naturally great sympathy for
the tension of feeling through which patriotic Egyptian
people are passing at this time----- --« 1 have Jjust
had a long talk with Edgard Gallad Pasha and he spoke with
considera.le understanding,

From the personal angle, of course, one's friemd-
ship does not change, Those who have been my friends for
80 long, even if some of them seem to be making grievious
miltakll ; are still individually at least my friends, I
have also already had encouraging experiences, Fgyptian
friends have telephoned me frequently offering me assistance
and the ucuriw of their homes if necessary, A number of
l(y'ptians of L uite humble status, also old friends are tak-

ing touching interest in my welfare,

Above all cne's thoughts are with His Majesty,
So much de upon his leadership and one hopes that he
will find h reward in a sound outcome to present diffi-

culties,
Yours in friendshi,,
He He J,"

now follows Hosny Pasha's replys-
20th Octoler, 1951.

"My dear Mr Jaues »

I ecannot tell ycu how much I a_preei-
ate your friendly sentiments but I can assure you that they
are hearily reciprocated.

It is comforting to know that you
had such personal Mencouraging experiences"™ to prove that
"itrue friendship canunot in itself be changed by the change
of cirecumstances" as {cm have so truthfully stated in your
letter., I need not tell you how grieved I was to know that
you had other personal experiences of a different nature,
although you have fortunately placed them in their proper
perspective, All the same, I wish they didn't hap en at
all, It i1s so sad, But m have to keep our heads and
make allowvancex to certain extravagances - however much
regrettable - in such moments of great tension,

Please do not hesitate to let e
know if I ean be of any help in any way.

Yours very cordially,

H,Hosny .m
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Towards the end of Octuber, I recelved a .ersonal letter
from the Rt, Hon, Richard Casey, Australials Minister for
External A.ff‘airs. The following are extraets from 1t:-

wpustralian Minister for External Affailrs,
Parliament House,
Canberra, A.C.T,

10th Oetober, 1951,

My dear HJ.,
~ "For your personal information I expect to be
pagsing through Cairo about 3lst October on the way to the
United Nations Assembly at Paris, I will probably stay
about 48-hours in Cairo, If His Majesty King Farouk were
to wish to see me, I would of course be available. In the
prevailing eircumstances he might care to know the Australian
view, In any case I would be privileged to pay my respectls
to him, I am not making any reference to the possibillty
of seeing His lé:iesty to our Australian Minister in Cairo,
as I think if this were done through officlal sources it
might be an embarrassment to His Najesty.
In ¢ase you wish to let me kmow anything about
the above, I could be reached en route C/c¢ Office of the
Comnissioner for Australia in India at New Delhi on
26th and 27th Oetober, or C/o of the Office of the High
Comuissioner for Australia at Karachi on 28th and 20th
October, I am due to leave Australia on the evening of
gunday October 2lst.
With best wishes to you.
Tam,
Yours sincerely
R.G.Cany.“

I took action immediately, and was able to get a prelin-
%tam, through perscnal chamnels, to Casey when he
reac Karachi, I was not, however optimistic of arranging
this meeting, because of obsiaclos which I knew to exist in
certain q ers which had achieved authority in Abdin Palace.
My doubts proved, unf. rtunately well founded for a verbal
reply came from ‘Ehn Palace to me saying that His Majesty feared
that bitter resentment might be arocused in Wafdist circles
should it become kmown that he had agreed to a private meeting
with Mr, Casey. This outcome was distressing, even though
not unexpected, because I knew from His Majesty himself that
he has g:at respect and 1liking for Richard Casey, and this
talk between them, had it been possible, might have been help-
ful mutually, but especially helpful to the Xing in the midst
of his great perplexities,

I sent the following note, on this matier, in accordance
with the permission which I have long ha.d) His Majesty,.-
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and in the ponluo:m“nnmwyourua:oaw
towards vhom uy affectionate res t continues as ever, and
whom I still venture to think a8 allowing we the high privi-

lege of »
In all sincerity,
Hy Hy, J "
I see fron wy that on Tuesday Noveuber J9th 1 visited
the British Eubassy mumo_totnwummivhuhm
to te British person-

ai' a8 possible
Vasha the

%’m at G.p‘n. at his dahabieh residence h:l: the Nile to
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On Decexber Bth&owm\vuuaﬂ.m session of the

E\h Parlisnent digcuss a proposal for sever diplosatie
1d friend of

Parouk's private -‘lnhlz an old rdne, ccme
to eall upon ”i‘ uy flat talked till about 1.30.5:3.
tical posoibili =



This meeting of mine was followed by a further meeting between
gy representative, From then onwards
th a sort of informal liasion work between
personali s Abdin Palace, and our Embassy, I found
it interesting but also fatigueing, and incidentally a little
hard on the private purse through inevitable hocpitality ex-
and so om, however all in a good cause, IAﬁ"mnO“
ny diary thet on Monday Jamuary l4th I visited in Palace
the Australian Legation, them the Mohawed Aly Club, and
\ . I sas at the latter place nevws
8ac us of nassive demonstrations in the town, which made
it impossbile fur me to get back to umy quarters; so Audsley
indly asked me to lunch at his fiat in Zamalek; Im;nn
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The following is a telegram sent in reply to mine
in congratulations upon the birth of the heir to the thrones:-

nAbdin Palace, Cairo.

Hindle James, Adly Pasha, Cairo.
I am comsanded to convey to you with His Majesty's best
wishes and expression of warm thanks for your kind tele-
gram on the happy ocecasion of the birth of His Royal High-

ness, 'rince Ahmed Fouad.
Private Secretary.”



—

On J 26th the elimax to which this atmcs here
of unrest had l.um. The following is a steteuent con-
I wrote at the time at the request of our

ch
the of January 26th, 162 servants
is at 18 Adly Pasha Street, and

the C lub, brought stories of soume kind of dis-
in the Muski area, They asserted that there had
even been firing, though they were not clear as to who was
miu\mvhm. In view of this and 1y own expectations

disorders I decided as soom as possible to proceed

eonfirmation of disorders, He replied "We have nc confirmation
pened yesterday at Ismailia, ve

ha_
are, at moment, helplees,”
cee

ded by taxi to the Masa'{. My

servants and other myz who know me had attempted to dis-

suade me from golng out as they stated that there would be danger,

Ia reached the Eubassy and asked to see Mr,  ardle-Suith with

agt, He was, however, engaged,
d. ¥ outlined the

: reached ne I then left the

Bri Embassy and ed to the Australien Legation where I

saw Mr,Massey, the gter, to wvhom I Bave a similar report,

Mr | or otherwise of pro-

tre Day receptiom and I

, the previous day by a pro-

mwmma know and that he had asked me to
Minister against ho the reception,

:
!
:
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I then returnmed by taxi (with my servant who had accom,anied me)
to the Turf Club, I there had my usual morning cup of soup and
chatted round the fire with Judge Hume-Barne, Mr, Kemnedy and other
menbers who are mormally there in the mornings, A little later lir,
Craig, aged 83, arrived and ap roached one of the meubers, Mr. Crav-
ford vho was about to jroceed to England, having lost his ay oint-
ment with the Egyptian Educational Authorities, and said that he had
a useful introduction for him to a posshble ewployer in England and
would write this out for him imudiatoli. The member remar:ed
"Isn't he a dear old chap" and thgobot proceeded to a desk for the
purpose of writing the statement,(Both were killed by the mob about
20 minutes later), I then noticed from a window that the employees
in the garage be the Turf Club had left their job and were look-
ing at somet at the end of Malika Farida Street, 1 comnented
on this and various p.:giohadalookbut there seemed to be no par-
ticular importance in ineident, About a quarter of am hour
later, ap.roximately 12,30.p.u, I ,roceeded to the entrance of the
Club %o leave. As I reached it, Mr.,Boyer (Canadian Trade Coumniss-
foner) and Mr.Jones (Administrative Officer, British Couneil) arri-
ved, They remarked to me that they had seen something that locked
like a fire in the distance in Opera Squave, We glanced up the
road and noticed what appeared to be a small crowd at the far end
of Adly Pasha Street, near Opera Square, but nothing outsi.nding,

I then said good and proceeded on foot to my flat at 16 Adly
Pasha S8treet. 1 reached some four minutes later,

As I reached the emtrance of the bullding an Hgyptian vho knew
me said "get in g::klr' (Housh Aw.am), I was surpyrised, but car-
his imstruction and rap upstairs to my flat on the 3pd floor
then hear the sound of shouting and looking from uy window
¢ growd emerge from in front of the Miami Cinema,. The
! wa tely actacked, I could see wood and chairs being
thrown in the air; a wmoment afterwards two separate parties rushed
towards the Turf Club and one towards the Ford Motor Car Agency
h Consulate (apyroximately l.p,m,)., Within a matter of
dense sumoke and flames were .rising from both sides of the
and the flames rap increased in power, I iumediately
_ our HZumbassy and Ausiralian Legation stuting that the
ib was being attacked and that bul 8 were on fire and
: tak?na place, Abuut z quarter of an hour later my servant
Mohioddin) arrived, He was streaming with perspiration and scemed
a state of collapse, He said "The Turf Club is destroyed and
they are all dead™,
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The boy was in this state of collapse fur sume tiwe, a,, arently
with horror at what he had seen, He then explained that he
had believed myself to be still in the Club, IHe had avtempted
to get in, of course without success, he had seen the crowd

ve led by two or tlwee effendis, th.chierleaderboinca
man with a big scar on his face whum he thinks he would recognice
again, This man organised a small jarty carrying a lamp-post
which wvas used as a battering ram against the main door, Vhile
this was going on a second effendl a jeared and ran u, the steps
shouting out Wyou are making a mistaie this is not an BEnglish
Club®, He was however .ttacked and disajp eared, Almost Lnedi;
ately the door gave way and the effendis disa pecred inside,
fellowed only a few of the mob, Tmmedlately fire a, peared
from all lower windows, My servant sav figures awoaring at
the windows, sume of whom succeeded in ¢ett out, They L
injured and were then attacked and the inju or dead were m.ts-
used, ©Oome bodies were tlwown back into the flames, He then
noticed that a had been seized by the mob, She was dragged
of f violently and 1l ost sight of her when she reached the ©

to Sherif Pasha Street, IHe said she appeared tc be injured

was not speaking or offering resistance, He states that the
four policemen at the Turf Club made nc effort whatscever to res-
ain thn mob, It iz possibly relevant to record that whereas
g revicus occasions when demcnstrations seemed llilely, as
ifty pollece were placed there, on this specilally tireat-
te, only four were "guarding" fie Club, My servant
secene and ran to wy flat where he Jolmed us, |

I then rang up the Bubassy again and briefly described what
hayp + I also mentiocned t from the sounds outside the
had now reached ocur building, I saild that tharemanm-{
h woman in the as well as other women and chdldren &

t if assistance could got through they should be reuoved
immediately, I also rang up Husny Pasha again, He said he
would send assilstance 11’ pouthlo, but that at the moment this w
not possible, We then watched from the windows while a nul..bor G
v'emap A By e B R T i B i
L8 young men, proc o various p8 we
'm furniture thrown out and bon-fires :
in the strntn. each case the meob then entered the |
Botised tint the Rritish Inetituve Buiidings had Bntm' XA
approac
% 44 to

&%%pm%mw flones am% beg

Within half an hour I observed flames on the roof o
» 50 1t was (resumably destroyed throughout,

-

1

’5'553
ie

RSk




-5-

(Cont:)

I then remembered that I had mot told the Embassy .f the cajpture of
the English woman from the Turf Club. Qur own telephone by then was
not working but in an abandonmed office on the floor below I discovered
that the telephume was still in order and passed through the necess-
ary information,

Soon after I had returned to my flat and while Kodaks next door
was being violently attacked and burning, there was a loud knocking
on my front door and when eventually we looked out I found that a
young fellow who had been in an orphanage in which I had been inter-
ested, but who is now working as a carpenter, had arrived to give us
assis . He had been guite badly injured in getting into the
building, We gave him first ald and he recovered rapidly. Very
soon afterwards, hearing an unusual sound I looked through the door-
way of my sitting room which faces Emad el Din Street and there saw
a solid sheet of flame leaping up over my veranda and reaching the
storey above us, Thex servants, myself and the carpenter lad sei-
zed the furniture on the veranda which was already burning, tirew
some of it over the side, dragged some into the rooms and then the
servants eried out that the mob had seen us and that the Europeans
mst all go to the roof at once as if they reached the flat, we
should certainly all be murdered, There were by now in the premi-
ses, myself, an English woman and her husband who works at the
Aus‘f:ral.i.an Legation, two Greek women, a German youth, a German wo-
man and another Greeko-German young man. We all proceeded to the
roof, the servants (by now four in nuwber) saying that they would
do whatever possible to protect the flat. We all went by the back
staircase which was now enveloped in smoke and almost stifling, up
to the roof above the 6th floor. Actually the mob did not break
in, I think mainly because the entrance hzall was by now on fire and
the main staircase partially destroyed. Shortly afterwards my own
servant brought up the German youth enveloped in a blanket, He had
apparently been found by my servant partially suffocated. The roof
is divided by itions with small openings. With the smoke and
semi-darkness (for by now the electric light had of course failed)
our surroupdings were rather like a nightmare maze but we discovered
another back stairecase down which we presumed it would be possible
to escape, though we knew that it would lead only to the main street
where the mobs were still seething., Both the Greek ladies were in
a state of acute hysteria, one threatemed to jump from the parapet
and the other to run into the street, saying she would rather be
shot than burnt, Of course she did not realise that i1f she had
been seized by the mob, her death would not have been by shooting,
It soon became evident that some of the party were regarding the
English-speaking section of their companions as highly undesirable
associates and suddenly we found that the two Greek women, the two
German women and the Greeko-German youth had disappeared, leaving
myself, the Englishman and his wife, an American and also the Ger-
man young man, who throughout .as extremely helpful.
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In watching the mobs in the streets it became quite clear
that the main destruetion was part of an organised lan, The
mobs were not ome disorderly mass but appeared to be in separate
groups each under the leadership of one or two effendi types.

The effendis directed the attacks, set going the fires (I could
not see how but they appeared to 60 carrying various materials)
and then the mobs were left to carry out the looting,. In the
early stages I saw two cars stopped and I saw sereaning people,
apparently Europeans, being dragged out, One could not see what
happened to them but they disappeared, I do not know either what
happened to the cars, but they eventually also disappeared, presum-
ably driven off by members of the mob, I also saw a Buropean
dragged from a bicyecle, When I last saw him most of his clothing
had been torn off, I don't know what happened to him but one or
two men did appear to be intervening on his behalf.

Next morning four bodies, apparently Europeans, were lying
naked in Malika Parida Street, They had been partially burnt and
their stomachs had been slit up, While on the roof at one moment
I had ecounted 8 major fires, i.e, whole blocks in flames; and an
uncount:ble mumber of bon-fires in the streets; and shops or
vehicles burning, The heat was considerable, the sky seemed full
of sparks and every now and then there was the rumble of falling
walls, Apart from the organising effendis, the mob became increa-
singly frantic and were daneing and shrieking throwing materials
about and at one moment, waving aloft costly necklaces and jewel-
%nry, which they had just looted from a Jewellers immediately be-

Wu.

By now the fire had gradually increased in volume and the cen-
tral courtyard-well of our block of flats was a seething mass of
flame and the two first floors burning steadily. Flames were re-

: us on the 6th floor, It was a curious thing that all round
this "well" at the windows of the various flats there were figures,
of them sereaming, but making no constructive efforts about
hing., It is noteworthy that the Berberine servants in all
the flats ajpeared to be quite calm and busying themselves in carry-
ing out the only possible measure, which was to pour bucket after
bucket of water into the flames down below. We did whatever poss-
ible to direct the proceedings. Fortunately our water supply did
not fall us, but my servant informed me that the Fire Brigade
though it did arrive, refused to give any assistance, Although
the efforts with buckets of water seemed fantastically inadequste,
they did in fact keep the fire in partial control and eventually
at about 7-p.m, when the Egyptian Army arrived and forced the Fire
Brigade to take action, it was still possible to control the fire
before it went beyond the second floor, i.e. the floor immediately
belo my premises,
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At onepoint we heard heavy explosions and what appeared to be
the sound of sten-gun fire, Everybody on the roof joyfully imagined
it was the arrival of the British Army, but when my servant came up-
stairs he informed us that actually it was a gun-smiths shop which
had been set on fire and that its contents were exploding and that
also the mob had seized revolvers and other arms which they were
firing in all directions, At about 6,30,p.n, I decided to try to
get back to the flat to see what was happening and with the assist-
ance of a damp cloth over my head I got down and found our servants
still working and although the floor was unbearably hot and phe par-
quet floor in my bedroom burning in places, there was still no great
damage, and the remaining flames we soon put out, The small party
up on %ho roof soon followed me and within half an hour we heard
rumbling in the streets and the sound of firing, and discovered that
the Army had in fact this time arrived; but that it was the Egyptian
Arny and not the Arny we were expecting, I then watched carefully
from my veranda and it was impressive to notice the orderly manner
in which these forces dealt with the situation, They were not fir-
ing indiscriminately and a great deal of the firing was into the air,
but within an hour the howling mobs had almost entirely disappeared
from the streets, and comparative order reigned around us,

We then paused, sitting on the upturned furniture, and at about
this moment all the missing foreign party mysteriously arrived back,
It appears that far from committing suicide or rushing into the
street, t. had known of a secure flat in an adjoining building in
which quletly hidden themselves without informing the rest
of the partyl As all was by then quiet except of course for the
bursts of firing which went om all night, those of us who remained,
attempted to get a little sleep without undre:-sing, At about 8.a.m.
Colonel Hussein Kafafi came to our flat, He is a personal A.D.C,
of His Majesty and had come to post a guard, He explained that it
had been impossible to get assistance to us until the declaration cof
martial law, a mob had in fact even attacked the Palace guard,

It is a pleasant point that while we were on the roof, one or two
Berberine servants were most friendly., On the other hand one or two
wahn who apz:arod mysteriocusly from amidst the smoke were heard
to enquiring there were any English people amongst our party
and that if so they must be sent into the street, None of the
Berberines showed amy inclination to give us away, and ve endeavoured
to talk French and use our best French accent which was particularly
difficult for our American friend!l

A friend of mine, son of the late Dr, Chahbandar the famous
Syrian leader has told me the foll owing story. His own office ad-
joins Barclay's Bank, When this was set on fire, he remembered that
one of the Bank's staff occupied with his family a flat on the roof.
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He therefore rushed to a Police Sergeant and urged him to allow
some effort to be made to get the family out, The Sergeant
replied " if you do mot shut up I will hand you over to the mobw,
At least 17 bodies have already been found in the ruins of this

I mention es ecially in concluding these notes, that the Eng-
lish woman who was with us showed throughout these ing ecircum-
stances a most ealm and courageous spirit, and at many moments
prevented panic increasing amongst the otfur women; and also was
skilful and prompt in any &ncident when "first aid® was necessary.
I suggest that the conduct of the friendly Berberines and of the

oung u{ptm ter-lad who, at no little personal risk, came
0 assist us; s be recorded and possibly with other similar
cases, be of!’iua.uy commended at a suitable time,

I have, myself, no little cause for thanifulness, My flat
is not much ed, I have lost by burning one table, two car-
pets, a parquet floor is a little seorched and two oil paintings
are blurred due to the heat and smoke, I myself after a period
of intermittent headaches and nausea and a curious fogging of my
eyesight, am now almost recovered,

In thinking over certain aspects of the mob as I watched dur-
ing those hours of waiting, I seem to remember that there is a
classie deseription of a similar Egyptian mob (I think in Horodotus)
and again at time of the Al nt, (Baid the
Fisherman - by Pickthopne)., I think that the Cairo mob today is
much the same - except that its jotential numbers are now increased

many millions and the so¢ial contrast with the few privileged

ses 1s even more glaring, This mob is still liable to ex-
ploitation by the y The only new element is the very
sinister element of tration of highly trained agitators and
leaders from Stalinist Russia,

Cairo to is a devasted eity; the sinister smell of smoke

and burning s pervades 1t; there is still a sense of menace
and groups of ard and hopeless people here and there

silently their ruined homes or business  remises.
Accounts of destruc and barbarous murder are still coming in,




lote:

Our famous Shepheards Hotel 'as amongst the buildings
totally destroyed, also the old established Vietoria Hotel
(where Lady Lilian Grenfell with Daphme and Iris stayed in
1937) and many other hotels amidst brutal ineidents, All
four Grop,i restaurants were burnt out, garden Groppi quite
destroyed; The Turf Club and Maltese Club were burnt outj
the latter wholely ruined., The Lebanese and Swedish Con-
sulates and French Chanber of Com erce were burned; the hugh
emporiums - Chemla and Cicurel - totally destroyed, as well
as the well known St, James's Restaurant and the solid Bar-
clay's Bank building, Numeral small shops, blocks of flats,
clinics, garages, libraries, agencies and schools, all the
larger cinemas and many smaller ones, and many offices ete.,
were devastated, Tor some time the city had the appearance
of having undergone a heavy ailr-raid, If there had been a
strong wind on that occasion instead of a windless calm the
whole city might well have been burnt down,
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In the interval I had also had a telephone call from Husny lFasha
that His Majesty was deeply distressed at what had happened
at the Turf Club and t he would like all possible details
especially about those who were injured but had survived, so &mt
he could express his sympathy, He had also made a personal en-
quiry asking me to discover if possible whether Professor Bernard
Holman had survived and upon umy finding out for him Holman's pri-
vate address, he had sent an A,D,C, to enguire personally for him,
Holman in fact had not been caught in the Turf Club incident,
HM,'s A,D.C, also assisted two ladies about whose welfare I was
concerned, I found Abdin Palace cordoned off by Egyytion Arny
but in view of the Guard who accompanied me, I was permitted to
enter, I signed my name in the book and was cordia . ly welcomed
by the Chauberlains om duty, Dr. Youssef Rashad Bey, Naval
A.D,C, (Medical) to His Majesty and a personal fedend of his then
came to me, welcomed me warmly but spoke with very grauve comecern
of the mews that had been reaching them, He then took ne to the
A,D.C.'s Room where the senior Staff Service were all assembled
and evidently much occupied, e had a long discussion in the
course of which Rashad Bey spoke of the very danger-us weeks
thrgm which His Majesty and his entourage had been passing,
He that they fully realised the intrigues which were being
carried on, not only against public order in general, but also
against the Royal House and His Majesty in particular, They had
been aware that Fouad Serag el Din was at the head of these sub-
versive activities but because of the faet that he had succeeded in
insinuating his agents into almost every key position, counter
ﬁ:m on the part of the Palace needed to be carried out with
w t foresight and precaution. A fact of  hich they were par-
ticularly aware was the subversion of the Police Force through cer-
tain fficers who were put in executive positions vhere they could
control all Police movement, These Police officers had received
bribes from Fouad Serag el Din and were in touch with Ahmed Husseln
and with variocus disruptive elements, including, it was strongly
mmtd agents of the Soviet BEubassy, During the ¢limax of the
lat few days it was realised that Fouad Serag el Din ( using of
course Nahas Pasha's name) was manoeuvring to force events in such
a way that it should be His Majesty who would have to declare mar-
tial law and not the Wafdist Govermment, In such a case the Wafd-
ist elements would probably have formed a molution.urg opposition
and would have posed to the publie as patriots who had been betray-
ed w Majoaay. It was for this reason that the actual deec-
lara of martial law had to be postponed longer than His Majesty
wished, Until it as declared it was of course im ossible for the
Palace to issue any constructive orders with any certainky that they
would not be distorted or disobeyed,



(Cont:)

I refer to my previocus reports to Mr, Wardle-Smith at the
Pubassy concerning His Majesty's wish for British goodwill and to
the point of view which had been ex ressed to me in a long talk
I recently had with Aly Maher Pasha, I would again emphasize
the opinion expressed to me by Ca tain (R,E.N,) Izzedin Atif
(former Naval A,D.C, to His Majesty) when I met him and his wife
recently in Cairo, This Officer has always been considered both
by reasonable Egyptian and British Authorities to be sound and a
comuon-sense man, He also had his early training in the British
Service, He has always however been a loyal Egyptian and in no
sense exaggera pro-British, He said to me on this occasion
in the privacy of his car, but in the presence of his .ife, "I am
a loyal officer in the active service of His Majesty's Navy and I
fully realise the sericusness of what I am saying to you, but it
is my considered opinion and that of many other senior ofticers who
have studied the situation, that the situation in Egypt has become
alre radically out of hand, His Majesty contimues to be a
poss ral]tﬁ.:‘ point but I can think of no person either in the
present , Government or in any tian Government which
might follow, who has the strength of w or resources of recon-
struetion to bring b ¢k order unless they have at least the taecit
and possibly the active support of the British Government itself,
even to the extent of some armed assistance should therc be am up-
rising, This armed force should not of course be called a force
of ation bevause that word has aequired a ,articularly dis-
tas s icance but it should be deseribed as " a Forece to

St His Majesty's own Forces in upholding law and order,v
similar point of view was expressed to me by an Egypt-
ian senior m '{hm Egyptian Doctor whom I know well
ny with hin in his capucity as Commissioner for
fugees at Gaza,

I have been told by my servant yesterday that the sack of the
Turf Club and the murder under atroci us eircumstances of the men-
bers incl ladies found there, is being spoken of by Egy,tians
in Cairo and Syrian mp:gro as "The greatest defeat Englond
has ever had in Egyptv, Al h this opinion my be distorted une,
nevertheless it seems to need attention, I suggest now that the
dha:g is over that altho some definite improvement is a faet,
yet regard to Zamalek, opolis, ete,, and the already ex-
yressed threats of further attacks, conditions do still exiszt whieh
need the closest watchfulness, !ﬁ. possibility of the appearance
of British forces is be much discussed in Cairo, The various
aspects of sueh a possibility are obviously comylicated and very
seriocus in implieation,

“z‘:au at Abdin Palace I also called on the Prime Mini-
ster zﬂ Pasha) and then with my Guard escort did a tour of
was at the extent of the damage., Crowds were .
milling about s and I am afraid it would be quite incorreect to
:g that the majority of them were regarding the destruction with

]
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I got a very definite impression that a good many of the grinning
faces who were reg the devastation were those of the young
men who had themselves part in it, With the  restige of

my personal guard I took a delight (Perhaps a little ridiculuua)i
in a,proaching certain seated police sentries and ordering them to
stand to attention while I questioned them! I think the police
and the onlockers were much surprised but made no protest,

At fbdin Palace I had been warnmed that though the position
had greatly iggmod. ve are by no means yet out of danger, In
accordance with a request passed to me through His Majesty's
Secretary, I also visited our Cathedral, and certain families in
Zamalek to assure security, At the end of the morning I visited
the British Embassy and made a brief report,

Reference Page £ para 2, of my report on a visit to Abdin
Palace on Monday 28th Jamuary, I have to add the following state-
ment, Definite information has nw reached we that when fin-
ally the bodies of the victims of the tragedy at the Turf Club had
been found at the Cairo Morgue, it was seen that though Egyptian
corpses in that place were placed on tables or slabs, all the
bodies of the tish gooyle had been thrown indiscriminately to-
gether in a corner on the ground, It was clearly evident that
all these bodies had been brutalized, In one case the legs had
been severed above the knee; one had a hand cut off; others had
fingers severed; most had ir stomachs ripped open, These
bodies included that of an English woman,

I viv remenber these same people as I had seen them and
talked with Just before I left the Club, only just before their
brutal murder. All were in a peaceful and unsuspecting mood, read-

' writing or Ch:::z. None of them were in any way conuected
.Ath polities, & had spent years in faithful service
of the Egyptians, in scholastic, secientific and simllar occupations,

Mr, & Mrs, Crawford and Mr . K vere about to leave for
?hﬂ due to the recent discharge (itself arbitrary and illegal)
Mt!:h offieials in tian Govermment service, Mr, & Mrs,
Crawford have ‘t! son (some 14 years of age) at school in Eng-
land, In addition the grave mental shoeck to this lad, he is
also now left without the finaneial provision vhieh his jarents

devoted to him,



Note:

In addition to the twelve British people, with most of
whom I was well acquaihted, whose murder it was my grievous
fate to witness, also others well known to me have died
within recent weeks in fact as an almost direct result of
the events of Saturday 26th January.

My old friend J.L.Capes, whose arrival in Egypt, I
think, was in 1909 died of a stroke, largely due to shock;
Ma jor Fanner, head of the Legal firm who have long been my
advisors, died of a heart attack; his offices had been
burned outand all his care stored documents (including
some valuable papers of my own) destroyed. The Hon. Sir.
Cecil Campbell that debonair but somewhat egoistic figure
here, undisputed leader of our Commercial World, committed
suicide for reasons which though perhaps partly connected
with his private life without doubt been effected alsoc by
the change in his circumstances due to the Political up-
heaval here, a tragic emito a career of no little brilli-
ance and fine sense of adventure. Finally, Group Captain
Pat Donvile retired, whom I have known for so many years,
was also a victim of savage and almost fatal attack on
Saturday 26th January and was therefore apparently hastened
secretly out of Egypt by the Egyptian authorities. I only
learned of this by chance from Sherif Saif of the Arab Lea-
gue (whose Father was the famous Sherif Nasr mentioned in
Lawrence's MSeven Pillarsm), I am now making enquiries at
the Consulate General to try to discover Pat's fate and
whether he has actually survived. Poor Pat so staunch a
supporter of the Arab cause as to become perhaps more than
a little eratic in his bias; what a reward for the Arab
World to give him but how typical it is of the fate of those
who give spontaneous zeal too ingenuously and unselfishly
to the still unstable Arab World. In his day Pat was in-
deed a most distinguished figure.
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Though this grave tragedy must of course be dezlt with without
hysteria, it must not :mm.z.d. Adequate reparation - as far
as such is possible®flost solemm and outspoken yublic protest ren-
dered offie gseem to be the least measures be demanded,

As a person who escaped a similar fate at a margin of mouents
only, and who was with these friends, fellow-members of our British
Community here, just before their death, I feel that this tribute of
advoc:cy, however modest its influence, is my duty.

On Saturday February 2nd 1952, 1 was invited by Ca,tain (R.8.N.)
Youssef Rashad, A.D.C, to H,M, King Farouk, to visit him at Abdin
Palace, We met in the A.D,C.'s Room, Rashad discussed the
following points in particular:-

(L Increasing evidence of police comivance in the
Saturday rioting.

(2) Expectation of arrests of police officers and
even of "impocrtant personalities™,

(3) The need for exemplary punishments of guilty
Persons s

(4) The efforts which have been made and are still
by some police officers tu subvert

] officers; and to taunt aruy personnel

with disloyalty to Egypt and the people of Egyut.

(5) Urgent need for reorganisatiocn in the top ranks
of the Army - .:mum the C, in C, Suggested

that Sadek !o{ replace Haldar Pasha, il the
King can be fina persuaded to take this step,as
seems likely,

(8) It was implied that H.M, King Farouk is likely to
wish to see me in the near future.

(M Rashad suggested discussing this possibility
with Busny Pasha (H,M,'s private seeretary).
This I did immediately in the latter'!s office
&tairs Husny Pasha seeued &3sC t0 think

t such an imtervie. is likely and "desirable.v
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(8) I was then taken by Rashad Bey in his ecar to
the Ministry of Interior to see Murtada el
Maraghy Bey, the new Minister of Interior,
Maraghy Bey gave me a cordial welcome, and
diseussed the situation in detail, He em-
phasised the need for immediate and drastic
action to purge the police and to prevent
the spread of subversive activities in the
Junior ranks of the Army.

(2) He spoke of terrorists probably working
against myself, and advised caution,

I was now invited to spend a few days of recuperation at Bob
Maxwellls flat in Zamalek and this was indeed a welcome interlude
of rest and pleasant companionship. H{ servant at the same time
I sent to the C.M.S. Hospital where he too was given rest and at
the same time treatment for the uncomfortable effects which smoke
and fumes had had upon his lungs, He soon returned to me recov-
ered physically but evidently a good deal shaken mentally by his
experiences,

By way of variety the influx of German experts into the Egyprt-
jan Government services now began to assume rather serious propor-
tions and I became imvoluntarily involved in this, Egyptian fri-
ends of mine, who did not approve of this development, came to me
to ask that f should give warning in the proper British quarter;
which of course I could do no less tm«: to and in faet I con-
mddcod this a notable evidence of g for which I was grate-

My visits to Abdin Palace contimued, Usually my contact there
was Husny Pasha but I also met others, in particular Amer Pasha
(Egyptian Ambassador to London but then in Egypt for consultations).
I o had a meeting with Commander Youssef Rashad Bey at his re-
quest, which is memorable in view of later developments., Ve met at:
the Automobile Club where we talked in a private room often used by
the King, The "gist" of our conversation was to try and devise
some means to lessen the adverse influence of certain undesiruble
advisors in Abdin Palace whose influence was becoming increasingly
dangerous to His Majesty. Youssef Bey after saying that he found
himself in an impasse in this matter implored me to make a further
attempt to see His Majesty in private audience. 1In due course, 1
approached Husny Pasha who viewed this proposal favourably.  How-
ever, this attempt also for arranging a meeting with His Majesty did
not materialise, The "elique™ apparently learmed of our endeavours
and at the last moment my audience was postponed, I did however
receive a friendly message dfgect from the King to say that at any
time he would still be ready to accept a personal letter from ne via

Pasha and that I had His Majesty's permission to write as
as I might wish,






































































































