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EPISODE VI.
Of Humen Endesavour; Founding mutual-aid Clubs for
unemployed men in London.

It will be ranembered by my owvn contemporaries at least,
that for some years after the 1914-18 war there was a grave problem of
unemployement. Now that I wes back in London, and myself ;nomployod:
I coculd not fail to notice this, At night, especlally if passing at
any late hour through London's streets and squares, one was grieved by
the sl ght of huddled figures trying to snatch a brief sleep upon steps,
seats, or benches , before inevitably being moved on by the police.
Polic emen were as leniant as possible, but such were thelr orders.
I was more and more disturbed by what I saw. Meny people tried to make
me suppose that such men were merely the slackers and idlers of our
netions I did not feel convinced; &and still less convimced, after I
had made a test by spendinz seversl nights amongst these men, clad in
en 0ld sult and wrepping myself before sleep in newspapers. I talked
with many men, and thelr stories did not at all suggest that they were
slackers. Then I saw by chance a brief newspaper appeal by a Cstholle
priest for help in glving a warm early morning mesl to destlitute pecple
in a certain part of the city., I am not a catholic, but I made contact
with this priest. I found him a man of disconcertingly dogr and unres-
ponsive manner, but he was willing to 2ccept my help. He was indeed
doing a magnificent work of christian charity, and his helpers were few.
It was a strange task I found myself engaged in. Every morning very
early I left my Chelsea rooms for the city. There I met the prlest at

his "Centre". Soon numbers of disconsolate figures, mostly rather



590‘

young, and nesrly all ex-service men,-~ would drift in, There were
&lso just a few derelect old ladles. All were destitute, but only very
few men were of the true "vagabond" type. They were on the contrary
Just such fellows as I had been accustomed to respect and csre for as
an officer 1In my own active service days., I shall not forget one man
in particulsr. He was of middle years and direct mamner, but looked
incredibly 11l and wan in the dreary light of an early morning of rain,
I talked with him, and he id he had just laft s hospital bed after
pneumonia, He 2lso had served in the war, T arranged to see him again
next day to try end hslp him; but he did not come agsin. I have wondered
very much as to his fate.

Soon I concelved an urge to start some sort of work of my own
on behalf of unemployed men., I heard of a large church st Kennington,
which had beneath it a very spacious snd unused cript, The vicar,
Doctor Daglington (whose wife was a sister of that now famous Montgomery
of the recent war) kindly placed this crypt et my disposal, I gathered
around me & dozen unemployed men., Together we gathered a few pounds.

I was chosen as "Organizer". The other chaps each had & trade in which
he was skilled, but no cash. We decided to try to set up a mutval-aid
club as a center for advice and recreation for unemployed men; and so
it was that the Crypt Club started. It was one of the strangest
eplisodes of my life, and cne of the most inspiring:®& it included much
labour , some sorrow, frequent disappointments, and the zest of much
fine human compsnionship. In the course of some months our
membership had amounted to hundreds; and when I handed over my task

at the end of nearly three years, the members, assoclate members,

Women 's Club, and families section, in #sll totalled close on two
thousand, Some day I would like to write a detsiled record of this

strange human experience which came to me.
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In a quite different form the club still exists. It 1s now bequeathed
to the good offices of my old college Christchurch Oxford.

All sorts of people became associated with us as we progressed,
including the Dons and Undergradustes of my owg%lollago)nnd there were
great names amongst them, as well as lesser ones. Some of my own
relations were kindly helpful, especlally young Trevenen James, then
a school boy at Westminster who arranged most helpful liaison between
the fencing teams of hisschoocl and our club. ULy cousin Bessie Gorell,
and her husband Lord Gorell, who had been our Air Under Secretary
during pert of the time when I was still & serving officer, were both
personally helpful; as were also as usual those dear people Lady
Lilisn Grenfell, her daughters Iris and Daphne &and her Sister Lady Norah.
John Hanbury-Tracy who hes since then become noted as an explorer in
Thibet and elsewhere, and as an artlist,gave uniquely popular assistance
as & Ju=-Jitsu instructor,; amt?gmml young athlete Lord Burghley helped
ug with our boxing. Last but not least young Russell “tephenson was
always around with his cheery and ready help. Poor RussellI last
remember him when he and his young wife came to Csiro on they honeymoon,
and I lent them my flat. Early in the war he dled,soon after joining
up, in a tragic accident. All these and many others jolned as
"associate members" of the club, on the premises of which however there
were no differences of rank or status. Those more comfortably pln.cod
,maely had the privilege of paying membership fees according to their
means. An unemployed man 's membership fee was one penny = week, or
whatever he could afford., We had as our senior member that gresat
figare around whom in later yesrs so much controversy raged, I mean
the Prince of Yales, later to be H.M. King Edward VIII, and now Duke
of "indsor; a graclous, energetic, and generous comrade to all of us

in those days which none of us who knew them can forget.,
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In a category apart 1s to be recorded our debt of gratitude
to my friend John-Paul Ross, who gave to the work the wonderful support
of his loyalty, efficlency end enthusiasm from the earliest days, and
to me the gift of a treasured friendship. :B?%.o.nt war his gualities
of service were of the same fineness, end he served with great dls-
tinection,

The following coples of some newspaper cuttings end letters
I find of interest at least to myself, and they wihll hese sufficlently
explain some main points of thehistory of this undertaking, snd recall
grateful remembrance of all who helped us in that venture.

CRYPT CIUB KENNINGTON (REPORT)

Summary of activities since November.

At the requost, and with the cooperation of Dr, end Mrs.
Darlington, the plen to open an unemployed men's club st Kennington
was undertaken et the beginning of November lasst, At the first
meeting, we had 25 members and a"capital" of approximately £.2.=.=s
At the formal opening about a week later there wese about & hundred
members, The membership as recorded in the club register at the
present date numbers just over 700. On entry to the club, members
recelve = card and pay aweekly subscription of 1ld. The club has been
supported throughout, entirely by voluntary effort, both as regards
personsl service and furds. The premises are in the grest crypt under
Kennington Church.

From smong the first hundred members a committee and
club "stewards" were elected. The next step wss to start the centeen
(no charge higher than a2 halfpenny) end the workshops (bootmakers,
tailors, carpenters, electricians and barbers). “ny cesh earned through

work in these shops 1s pald direct into club funds.
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A librasry was rapidly collected around 2 nueleus of
books graclously presented by H.,M. the Queen (Queen Mary); a reading
room with dally pepers (to which the newspapers from York House were
an early end welcome addition) was opened; =n elementery P,T, class
was got together, and billiards and other gsmez provided.

The visits of H.M. the Queen end H,R,H. The Prince ofVales
dld much to encourage the club at 1ts start and at the personal wish of
the Prince the idea of P.T., boxing and athletics generally wsas more
vigorously tackled, With this in view, Captein "elsh, head of the
Mayfalr gymnasium was approached, andhe at once offered his free personal
services and supervision to the athletic side of the club, end also gsave
free classes =t his gymnasium to partles of young men from the Club,
These services he generously gave for several weeks until obliged,
through stress of other work, to withdraw,

A good foundation having been laid, the athletic side was then
satlisfactorlily taken on by other wlunteers and weekly classes were
continued 'In P,T., boxing, fencing and wrestling.

Further enterprise from helpers brought into use a light
lunch counter where tiree course meals, at a charge of fourpence, have
been supplied on Tuesdays and Thursdays. A wireless set has recently
been presented to the club and 1s in use.

Each month there has been a concert given for the members,
to which their wives and elder children have also been invited.

Artists of note have gensrously appeéred at all these concerts.

At Xmes a dinner and entertainment was given to 330 members.
One of the lady helpers has, for some time, teken & personal interest
in the wives and familles of members, giving coal and supplies in urgent
cases, The Crypt Club hes also held a distribution of clothing each

Wednesday for urgent cases not dealt with from other sources.
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During the last few months football matches have been arranged
esch week at Clapham Common,

On the educational side, there have been weekly classes in
French and Spanish, and weekly lectures on aubjoctj of general Interest.
There have also bo&}fﬂ"irlt Ald, and rug-making, By the courtesy
of Sir "illlam Morris a special film and lecture was provided from the
motor wcerks at Oxford, which was of speclal interest to mechanies,

All Interior fittings In the club premises were constructed by
the members umaided by cutside help. These include construction of
offices and shops, plumbing,electricity, decoration and painting,
gyunasium appsratus, boxing ring, the stage with its apparatus, and
the light lunch kitchen.

About six weeks after the club started, some difflculty was
experienced from Communist "agitation"., “here was a demand for re-
election of the members committee. It seemed wlisest to allow this,
and although certain of the "aglitators" themselves were elected into
the committee, 1t was found that when in a position of authority, their
attitude changed and, except for minor 'incidents' thelir work for the
club has been keen &end without prejudice.

In orcanizing the Crypt Club 1t has been the endeavour to
place all possible authority in the hends of themembers of the committee
itself, There has been no interference In the decisions of the
conmittee I1f it c culd possibly be avo lded. This on the whole, has
worked well,

Throughout the sl x months, though all cetegories of workless
men have been welcomed without question, 1t has been necessary to expel
only 8 indlviduals for misbehaviour. These expulsions hsve all been
carried out with the approval of the members committee.
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The personal interest shown by H.R.H. The Prince of Wales,
i1n the club has been of the greetest bemefit throughout, end markedly
inspiring to members and hel pers alike.

Signed H. Hindle-James
Hon, Organiser
17/4/33 Crypt Club.
John~Peul Ross

Hon, Treasurer
Crypt Club.

Extract from the "TIMFS" - 23/12/33.
OVAL-HOUSE CLUB FOR THE UNENMPLOYED

A large number of unemployed were entertained at the Oval-
House Club for unemployed men at Kennington Oval last night. They
included members of the club and of other unemployed men's clubs,
Lady Lilien Grenfell, Lady Gorell, and irs., Rothery, the wife of
the sports secretary, who is himself an unemployed member, acted
2s hostesses. There were also present Lord and Lady Mersypy, Lord
Gorell, Prs, Parsons, wife of the Bishop of Southwark, Mr, Leveson-
Gower, chalirman of the M.C.C., Mrs. Ross, Miss, "ilson, Mrs. Darlington,
Miss M.B. Scott, kr. John Pennington, Major Garnier, Commender Ross,
and Mr, J.P.Ross. An entertainment was provided by Mr, Leslle Henson,
Miss 7elma O 'Neil, Mr. George Baker, Mr. Richard Hearn, Miss Hunt,
Mr. Hutcheson, and Miss FEda Peel. The entertaliners were introdvced
to the hostesses and the entertelners by SQUADRON LEADER HINDLE-JAMES,
hon. organizer of the club, and Mr, HAYDIN) Of the unemployed

members,
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Extract from "THE TIMES" - 10/2/34
O VAL HOUSE CLUB
GROWING ACTIVITIES FOR THE UNEMPLOYED

The Oval House “lub, to which the Prince of Vales pald an
infornal visit lest Tuesday, i1s supported in its work among the
unemployed by an interesting combination of voluntary agenciles. The
club owes its name to an informal allience between the Surrey County
Cricket Club and Christ Church, Oxford, to which Squadron Lesader Hindle-
James, the honorary orgenizer of the club, belongs. The House last
summer lent 1ts camp site at Sutton Courtenay to the c¢lub, and two
parties, sach of about 60 unemployed men, enjoyed there a fortnight's
holiday. Other parties have frequently been enterteined at Christ
Church by dons and undergradvates, and a football match will be pleyed
between Christ Church and the Oval House Club in the near futube.

The premises of the Surrey Cricket Club at Kennington Oval
were placed at the disposal of the Oval House et the suggestion of
the Prince of Wales, on whose Kemnington estate the grcund 1s situated.
Mr. H.,D, Leveson-Gower and lr, Davey, the chairman ard secretery of the
Surrey C.C., have put all their club's amenities freely at the service
of the unemployed men for the winter months, As an indication of the in-
terest in the unemployment problem which 1s being taken in the publie
schoolsVestminster schocl wes represented during the Prince of Wale's
visit to the Ovedl lest Tueaday by lr. Trevenon James, of the school
fencing team, who engaged in a bout with & member of the Oval House
Club fencing class, It is hoped also to arrange a fencing match
between the club and Vestminster School.

It is emphasized that the Oval House Club 1s non-political

and non@sectarian, and 1s run as a private undertaking with funds
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subscribed among perscnal friends of the honorary orgenizer and

the assistant honorary organizer. The members are young men between

the ages of 18 and 30, Athletics of all kinds are the club's main

activity, but there are also classes in French, book-keeping,

mathemst ics, carpentry, and petrcl engines. Most of these classes

are run by voluntary Instructors, Much help hags come from the staff

of the Welworth Road Men's Institute of the L.C.C, andfrom the Lucas-

Tooth Gymnestic Tnstitute. The playing fleld of the 21st London

Regiment (First Surrey Rifles) has been placed at the disposal of

the dub each Monday for football by the officer commanding the reglnent.
The club hes also & women's section, open to wives and mothers

of the members, The women meet once a week to hear concerts and talks,

and they & the necessary washing of athletic kit, make =prons, for the

carpenters, sand perfcrm other helpful work. The women's section is

supervised by Mrs, Hamilton Stephenson, helped by liss Ines Walter.

EXTRACT FROM "THE TIMES" - 19/3/34.
PRI NCE AND OQVAL H(WSE CIUB

The work of the Ovel House Club among the unemployed of
the Kennington dlstrict ceme to & temporary end on Friday, on account
of the near spproach of the cricket season., A farewell gathering was
held at the club premises, which were lent for the winter by the Surrey
County Cricket Club, About 300 pecple, mostly unemployed, were present.
Thevisitors included the Mayor and Mayoress of Lsmbeth, Lord Forrester, an
Mr. Leveson-Gower (president of the Surrey C.C.). On behalf of the
c¢lub SQUADRON LEAD'R HINDLE-JAMES thanked their mmy friends and helpers,
and particulsrly the Prince of Wales, for his unfalling interest.
As an expression of his apprecistion of the good spirit of the club's
football team, Squadron Leader Hindle-Jemes sald, the Prince had
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expressed his Iintention of providing motor transport from York House
to cerry the team on Wecnesday to Wembley, to see the final for the Sir
Noel Curtls Bemnett Cup., It was hoped that the club might resume its

activities next winter, end that its example would be followed elsewhere.

My speech of thanks in Christ Church Hall, when the Dean entertained 100
unemployed men there:
Mr, Dean, Mrs. "hite, my friends,

I shall feel 1t a grest privilege if I may be sllowed to say
Just a fev words. I am In the hsppy position of belng abls to claim
membership of both the College and the Club, snd in this capaelty I should
like if I may firstly to express very warmly our nmutuval pleasure in the
most pleasant gathering here today. Being in this Hall of course
erouses memorles. My time as an undergrsduate at this College was
very happy, but was abruptly cut short by the war, Like others, I
gained 'in the war years some beautiful es well as many terrible memories.
Then I continued to serve abroad till recently I was invallded out of the
Service.,

I found myself without a job, and I didn't like it. Then by
a lucky chance for me, the Crypt Club 1dea was suggested to me by 2 kind
lady whom we Cryptis all know well, and so we got goling. We started
with 25 members, and we rose to 720, members, and we learned & good
deal in the process,

At the present time England i1s involved in another war, the

wer against unemployment., Every one of us is hit by it, but some of
your guests here today are as 1t were from the front lines trenches.
It is less spectaculsar warfere, but just as grim, but mixed with 1t one
finds those very ssme qualities of the o0ld wer days, comradship, courage
and good cheer. Very many people of all sorts have visited the Crypt
Club during recent months, but I do not think anyone could accuse us

of being a gloomy erowd — but they soon resllize too the courage which
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lies beneath that cheeriness and that refussl to be besten by adverse
circumstances. The Crypt Club 1s a widely veried community, and has only
two essentlal qualifications for members — friendliness and willingness
to help as well as to be helped, and so all the more do we appreciste
the frank spirit of helpful frimndliness with which this grest college
has welcomed us here, not only on this special occasion todey but through-
out previous weeks. Thls gesture between Oxford and Kennington seems to
have speciel significeance, We have been most cordislly greeted, and I
feel quite sure of my ground, when I say that your guests respond as
cordially snd with sincere gretitude to that greetingz. When next we sll
meet at the Athletic Camp T feel that this will indeed prove & most
congen 1e1 enterprise for us all,

I now have & message to reesd to you from someone, who more than
eny otherone person 2t this time works for the cause of practical help and
encouragenent to those out of employment, I mean H,R.,H. the Prince of Wales

(Prince of Wales telegram is read)

Mr. Dean I thank you, and all those associated with Christ
Church for the generous welcome you have extended to us, and for your
most kind words of greeting,

EXTRACT FFOM " THE TIMES " - 4/7/1934
RIVERSIDE CAWP FOR UNEMPLOYED

- -q- —— -

OXFORD UNDERGRADUATES AS ORGANIZERS

The Christ Church and Kernington Athletic Camp, which was
orgenlized by Squadron Leader H. Hindle James last year as part of his
scheme for bringing the undergradvztes of Christ Chureh, Oxford, into
personal contact with the unauployed of the distressed London districts
is again to be held this year, on the same site, lent by the college
sauthorities, on the banks of the river, near Sutton Courtenay.

It will be opened next londay and will be run on the same
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plan as last year, except that, in accordance with the hoped for deve-
lopment , when the preliminery work is done Squadron Lesder James will

hand over the entire organizestion to volunteers from among the under-

graduates, At the head will be Mr, J, Nicholls and kr., Peter Bankes,

who are energetic supporters of the enterprise.

About 75 unemployed men will be in the cemp, which will last
about three weeks. The campers will mainly be unemployed men for the
Kennington sree and from various branches of the Feathsrs Club.

The csmp, whiech it is hoped to make an annusl event so long
ag the need exists, again hss the personal interest of the Prince of
Walgs, who last year spent a day in camp with the wen, flying from
Sunningdsle to do so.

Any locsl support the cempers can obtsin in the wey of gifts
of vegetables, fruit, & ¢, will be most welcome, as also would gifts
of camp kit, games outfits, ordonations,

@Gifts should be addressed to the Secretery, thse Christ
Church Athletic Camp, Christ Chureh, Oxford.

The following extracts ere from a few of the many kind

letters I received sbout our work,

Duchy of Cornwall
10 Buckinhgam Gate,
S.¥.1.
Feb, 7th 1934,
"Thie 1s just a line to tell you how pleased H.R.H., was
with everything last night,
"It reflects grest credit on you, and Ross, in getting up

such a gplendid show,

Yours sincerely,
Hilgrove McCormick.
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St. James's Palace, S.7,

2lst of March 1934,

"Thank you for your letter of March the 19th, which I know
the Prince of "Wales will be gled to read.
"The Ovel House Club certalinly hes had = most successful

season, and I congratulate you on 2ll you have done,
Yours sincerely,

Godfrey Thomss.

Bishop's House,
Kennington Park, S.E.ll,

l4th September 1933.

"I enclose a cheque for you to use either towards the
expenses of the unemployed cemp st Sutton Courteney, or for work in
connection with the Kennington unemployed in the coming winter.

"I should like to sesy as Bishop of the Diocese how much I
appreclate what you end your friends have been doing for the unemployed.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Southwark.

The Deanery,
Christ Church,
Oxford.
27th September 1933.
"I know that T am expressing the feelings of others as well
as my omm, when I offer you our very warm thanks for all you have done

for so many months at the Camp for the unemployed on the Christ Church
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Grounds, It was a real pleasure to us to give you the use of the
ground and to do snything else we could towsrds helping the Camp; but
the burden and heat of the day were borne by you and you deserve all
the preise.
With kind regards and grateful theanks,
Yours sincerely,

HedJ. "hite.

19 co‘l.y Str..t. S.W.1.
18,1.34.

"lMeny thanks for your letter. You deserve the highest praise
for the splendid work you are doing., Heartlest congrstulations.
Yours,

E.D, Metclafe.

Cuttiversdoor,
Ridgeway,
Southborough, Kent.
24,7,.34,

"Thank you for your appreciative letter, and I hope we may
later have opportunity to discuss schemes for the unemployed. I think
all these efforts of yours are reslly worthwhile,

"Thank God, the patronizing attitude of "Being good tc¢ ' the
poor" is not s often met'with now, but I am really snxious that all
this fellowship work should lead people to recognise the larger

problem which it is in the power of this generation to solve.

Yours sincerely,

Margaret G.Bondfleld.
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The Mayor's Psrlour,
Townhall,
Brixton 3111. s.¥.2,

6th of July 1934,

"It is splendid of you to srrange again this Camp for the
benefit of the unemployed. On behalf of the fellows who are going
from Sussex Road I would say how much they appreclate the service you
are rendering them.

Yours sincerely,

Herbert Willman.
Mayor.

Surrey County Cricket Club,
Kennington Oval, 8.E.1l1,

24th of April 1934,
" I have the plessure to enclose an Honorary Member's ticket
of the Surrey County Cricket Club which my Committee has Whrected me
to ask you to sccept.
Yours sincerely,

A.,F. Davey
Secretary.

5 Belgrave Place,
S.W.1l.

July the 25th 1934.

"Many thanks for your letter and for the invitstion to lunch.
Monday will suilt me very well. We are having our last Committee
Meeting at Lord's that afterncon and I should like to bring the matter

up at that meeting. I hope this will suit you,
Yours sincerely,

Lewi Smmo
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The Oval House Club,
The Pavillon,
Kennington,S.E,11.
"I would 1like to tell you how happy I heve been since I had

the fortune and privilege of service with you in harness together.
My loyalty and devotion to you eand to our work is vast, but certainly
no greater than that of the many unfortunates who hsvdmgcome under your
genlal aegls, are now fortunate, in having you as their guide, philo-
sopher and friend, the latter above all else. They reslise, as well as
I do, though less articulately, what a "rara evis" they are under; and
even now one feels proud to have the privilege of sayng that you are
one's friend; end in time to come many Kenningbonians will achieve
an enviable "cliche" by being able to say that they knew Squedren
Leader James personally. This 1s a bad letter, for any
utterance on such a theme seems irreverant, 2lbeit I am the fool who
steps in where engels fear to tread."

Yours

John-Psul (Ross).

The above various commentaries show in outline how our work
developed. There are still justtro eplis=odes I personslly like
to remember. The first 1s the unannounced first visit of H.M.
Queen Mary to our Club, sttended only by one Lady-in-vaiting. She
knew well that there might be risk,— for the club included all grades
of political opinion — yet H.M, did not hurry her visit., She chatted
quietly to many men, and then had a long talk alone with me in my little
underground "Office". It was a very informal meeting but H.M. was most

kind in all she said, including some "understanding" comrents about



7‘0‘

my om health., As usual H.,M. looked "every inch & queen", end with
all her gentleness there was also great dignity. Far from any
sign of hostility from any unemployed members of the club, her visit
left an impression of gratitude snd very sincere appreclation smongst
them.

My other special memory 1s of the evening when local communists
attacked the Club. The 1dea was to break in with the object of a
personal assault upon myself. The menbers however stoutly defended
the premises, and long before the police arrived the attackers have
been routed! For weeks after I noticed that whenever I left the
club a small party of members "shadowed" me for some distance. I was
at first a little disconcerted; till I discovered that this was an
informal "bodyguard" to see that I came to no harm..

I will end with just a note of warning to inexperienced folk
who think of launching out in work of this sort., It is a fine under-
taking certainly, and very rewarding to the spirit; yet it has definite
perils, some of them of the most unexpected sort. There 1s hard
work, and there are frequent rebuffs. There 1s human jealousy as well
as coumradship, and to the unw_ary there 1s politicsl hatred which will
not stop at personal asssult, trickery, and even blackmail of the
simple natured. One must be wery wide awake as well an enthusiastic,
and one must be thick-skinned as well as kindly. I mist
confess however that my experliences have left me with many welcome
memories and only a few unwelcome ones.

I still reteln a few personal contacts from those days, one
of the most treasured being the kind letters I still sometimes recelve
here in Cairo from Marlborough House, the Residence of Her Graclous

Majesty Mary, Queen Mother of England,



