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Hitler Youth Camp in Sussex, July 1935

In July 1935 Lionel James allowed one of the fields behind his and Ethel’s house Moyses (now Oak
Hill) at Five Ashes, Sussex, to be used for a camp by a party from the German Nationalpolitische
Erziehungsanstalten (National Political Institute of Education) school at Oranienstein in Hesse-
Nassau. This was actually a sort of elite military boarding school, rather than part of the Hitler-
Jugend, Bund deutscher Arbeiterjugend (Hitler Youth, League of German Worker Youth), though
they wore the same uniform. The first such schools had been established by the Nazi Government
in 1933, and the NPEA Oranienstein was founded in 1934. They later came under the direct control
of the SS, for whom they were expected to provide recruits. Only “racially flawless” pupils were
admitted, the education was intensely political, and life was highly competitive, with some 20%
failing to meet the required standards."

From the press reports below, it seems that the arrangements for the camp were made through
the Boy Scout troop at Westminster School, of which Lionel was an old boy, and where his
youngest son Bob was still a pupil (Hil and Trev had left school by then). A party from Westminster
joined the Germans for part of their camp, and a report on the Westminster boys’ exchange visit to
Germany in August 1935 appears in the school magazine? (see below). The report carefully avoids
any political comment, except to note that they preferred to visit nearby towns rather than joining
the Germans in their classes, and found them decked with “incongruous swastikas”.

It is possible that the exchange was inspired by a letter in the March 1934 school magazine® from
an Old Westminster resident in Germany, John W. P. Bourke, encouraging members of the school to
visit the new National Socialist Germany “with an open mind”. Bourke spent much of his life in
Germany, both before and after the War, though his record in the school archives” notes that he
worked with the Friends' (Quaker) Relief Service in Europe 1945-8, which suggests he may have
been an idealistic pacifist, rather than any sort of fascist sympathiser.

Some family memories of the camp were retained, especially by Lionel’s twin daughters Pac and
Mog, who would have been 16 years old at the time, and were apparently rather taken with some
of the blond and blue-eyed Aryan lads — some family members may be in one of the photographs
below (see caption). In 2015 the occupant of Lionel and Ethel’s old house, Di Blackden, said the she
was aware of the story, but knew no details.

In retrospect, the episode is clearly something of a family embarrassment, though it was no doubt
arranged with the laudable, if possibly slightly naive, aim aim of encouraging international
friendship and co-operation. It is a pity that there is no record of Lionel and Ethel’s assessment of
their guests nor of their subsequent thoughts on the visit.

John Barnard
Updated 26 April 2021

The German Tour, The Elizabethan, Oct 1935, Vol. 21, No. 11, p. 197 [https://elizabethan.westminster.org.uk/]
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' YOUNG GERMANS CAMP AT FIVE

ASHES
e

For the next few weeks residents in ana
around Five Ashes will be surprised to seo
boys dressed in a kind of khaki, not un-
like that worn by Scouts, but with a pecu-
lar kind of leather belt with straps over
each shoulder. These are members of
Herr Hitler's League of Youth Movement.
They are all members of a school in
Oranienstein, near Diez on the river Lahn.

This visit has been made possible by the
Co-operation of the Westminster School
Scouts and through the kindness of Mr.
Lionel James, himself an Old Westminster,
who has lent his field as a camping
ground.

Last week-end the German boys wers
visited by a contingent of the Westminster
School Troop of Scouts, who encamped on
the opposite side of the field.

—

LJ/38/1
Kent & Sussex Courier, 5 Jul 1935, p.9

LJ/38/2
Source unidentified — not
found in British Newspaper
Archive 27 Mar 2021)

| ing Moyses as a camping

| played on various instruments brought

: mnﬂay evening, if the weather keeps

HITLER’S LEAGUE OF
E YOUTH

YOUNG GERMAN BOYS AT
FIVE ASHES

Some thirty members of Herr Hitler's
National Politische Esziehungsanstalt,
or League of Youth Movement, are at
present in camp at Five Ashes.

This Sussex visit has been arranged
g?eranexctmeba.ﬁbyth;wm

School troop Scouts, whereby
boys from the Oranienstein School,
near Diez on the River Lahn in Ger-
many, spend several weeks in England,
and those from Westminster go over
and camp in Germany.

Mr Lionel James, himself an old
Westminster, has lent his field adjoin-

ground.

- Londoners’ Visit,
During the week-end members of the

Ve TR ST B

On"the Saturday a successful “sing-
song ” party was held, selections being

over by the German boys. Amnother
concert has been arranged for this

Similar to Boy Scout Movement,
These boys, though not actually
Scouts, appear to receive very much the
same training, and their general out-
look and ideas seem to conform to
those set down by the Boy Scout move-
ment. Their dress, tco, is very similar,
except that they have straps over both
shoulders as well as a leather belt,

All encouragement should be given
to such an enterprise and to those who
have_ made it possible. For obviously
‘nothing is a more certain aid to peace
;than that the youth of the nations |
SqouldA meet and exchange views and

- The boys will remain at Five
mmﬂfm ight at least.
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LJ/38/3

The girl with the pigtail in the background might possibly be one of Lionel James’s daughters, with
Lionel himself standing further right. The woman seated between them could be “Nannie” Beard,
and the young man in a white shirt (i.e. not in the Germans’ uniform) sitting on the ground to their
right is possibly Hilary James. The woman standing, partially concealed, left of centre might be
Ethel James.
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LJ/38/4

LJ/38/5
The boys wearing scout uniform are presumably from Westminster School, and the older men on
far left and far right could be their scoutmasters.
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LJ/38/6 (The Elizabethan, Oct 1935)

THE GERMAN TOUR, 1935

On Monday, August 12, a of West-
minsters, led by Mr. yn, left Vicroria and
travelled wia Ostend, Cologne and MNassau o
reach the school at the Castde of Oranienstein
on the Tuesday morning. Here we had a
weloome breakfast and sleep and were feeling
mmi.dm‘l:é{;ummd when we journeyed o the

at nhof, The carp was situated on
OB k of the River Lahn with the mountains
wowering up from the other. The Germans had
almd& in camp for several days and so we
were fortunately spared the horrors of pitching
a camp and peeparing for a long stay, It was,
therefore, 1o very efficient quarters that we were
conducted by the exceedingly charming Ger-
mans. The Lahn provi excellent dun:g
and the surrounding country hu:au:-g:uc
walks. Canceing was one of the sports of the
camp, and provided us with a means of con-
veyance far more pleasant than cycling on the
German bi-rjn:]:i and a welcome change from
walking, a methéd of exercise w which the
Germans scemed much addicted.  One day we
visiterl Frankfort and saw a production of
Schiller’s ** Wallenstein ™ in the Square. This
open-air play was most impressive, set amidst
ﬂf: old German houses, and interesting even to
those who could not understand the language.

O the Sunday we struck camp and moved
o the school, w term was due to begin,
Here, it was su we could study German
methods of weaching and learnin ing into
class with the {;el:'-gnum. The rgn:;mgmgl the
party, however, preferred w go into Diez, the
neighbouring town, and enjoy the many and
varned attractions of a foreign wwn. The more
energetic cycled (a menace to the natives on the
wrong side of the road) to Limburg, and ex-
p this strange old cathedral town decked
with incongroous Swastikas. The castle was near
the Lahn and hn‘thm'gwniasﬁaﬂasntlhe
camp, im oved by virtue of a highly unstahle
high dive stand. It had hn:n;l;gmlui by their
Head Master that we should the Germans
Rugyger; and so on a broiling hot afternoon we
tackled and ncrumm:gcd with Germans at least
twice our size and with three times our enthu-
sasm. The next day we made our sorrowful
departure and rea Victoria convinced of the
great charm and hospitality of the Germans,

M.E.D.

LJ/38/7 (The Elizabethan, Mar 1934)

As an O.W. who has been working in Gemmany since

ationalist-Socialist
régime came to power, [ should like, through eolumns,
members

to make a as carnestly as I can.

of the will no doubt be going abroad in the summer,
Let as many as possibly can come for part or all of the time
here to Germany. t the new Germany is not a mere
vanishing is now probably clear to most

That it is not an object of abuse and con a8 the
wm]dltlng:h;h:abunuugiuwmidcrit.is i

i ¥

A first quaintance with the new Germany is, for
uunyrmam,ufmq\riullr;imw. But it is not possible
ready to belie ﬂutm:puuuﬂtmm:u?lnﬂulnum

e
said ghe last word about Nn:iu‘mgchﬁu Gﬂr:nﬁ;
all, one must take every opponunity of malking

Above
ﬁ&lﬂm:;mﬁ?mlu
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