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Hitler Youth Camp in Sussex, July 1935

In July 1935 Lionel James allowed one of the fields behind his and Ethel’s house Moyses (now Oak 
Hill) at Five Ashes, Sussex, to be used for a camp by a party from the German Nationalpolitische 
Erziehungsanstalten (National Political Institute of Education) school at Oranienstein in Hesse-
Nassau. This was actually a sort of elite military boarding school, rather than part of the Hitler-
Jugend, Bund deutscher Arbeiterjugend (Hitler Youth, League of German Worker Youth), though 
they wore the same uniform. The first such schools had been established by the Nazi Government 
in 1933, and the NPEA Oranienstein was founded in 1934. They later came under the direct control 
of the SS, for whom they were expected to provide recruits. Only “racially flawless” pupils were 
admitted, the education was intensely political, and life was highly competitive, with some 20% 
failing to meet the required standards.1

From the press reports below, it seems that the arrangements for the camp were made through 
the Boy Scout troop at Westminster School, of which Lionel was an old boy, and where his 
youngest son Bob was still a pupil (Hil and Trev had left school by then). A party from Westminster 
joined the Germans for part of their camp, and a report on the Westminster boys’ exchange visit to 
Germany in August 1935 appears in the school magazine2 (see below). The report carefully avoids 
any political comment, except to note that they preferred to visit nearby towns rather than joining 
the Germans in their classes, and found them decked with “incongruous swastikas”. 

It is possible that the exchange was inspired by a letter in the March 1934 school magazine3 from 
an Old Westminster resident in Germany, John W. P. Bourke, encouraging members of the school to 
visit the new National Socialist Germany “with an open mind”. Bourke spent much of his life in 
Germany, both before and after the War, though his record in the school archives4 notes that he 
worked with the Friends' (Quaker) Relief Service in Europe 1945-8, which suggests he may have 
been an idealistic pacifist, rather than any sort of fascist sympathiser.

Some family memories of the camp were retained, especially by Lionel’s twin daughters Pac and 
Mog, who would have been 16 years old at the time, and were apparently rather taken with some 
of the blond and blue-eyed Aryan lads – some family members may be in one of the photographs 
below (see caption). In 2015 the occupant of Lionel and Ethel’s old house, Di Blackden, said the she 
was aware of the story, but knew no details.

In retrospect, the episode is clearly something of a family embarrassment, though it was no doubt 
arranged with the laudable, if possibly slightly naïve, aim aim of encouraging international 
friendship and co-operation. It is a pity that there is no record of Lionel and Ethel’s assessment of 
their guests nor of their subsequent thoughts on the visit. 

John Barnard
Updated 26 April 2021

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Political_Institutes_of_Education  
2 The German Tour, The Elizabethan, Oct 1935, Vol. 21, No. 11, p. 197 [https://elizabethan.westminster.org.uk/]
3 Correspondence, The Elizabethan, Mar 1934, Vol. 21, No. 2, p. 29
4 http://collections.westminster.org.uk/index.php/bourke-john-william-patrick-1909   

http://collections.westminster.org.uk/index.php/bourke-john-william-patrick-1909
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Political_Institutes_of_Education
https://elizabethan.westminster.org.uk/


Page 2 of 5 LJ-38

LJ/38/1
Kent & Sussex Courier, 5 Jul 1935, p.9

LJ/38/2
Source unidentified – not 
found in British Newspaper 
Archive 27 Mar 2021)
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LJ/38/3
The girl with the pigtail in the background might possibly be one of Lionel James’s daughters, with 
Lionel himself standing further right. The woman seated between them could be “Nannie” Beard, 
and the young man in a white shirt (i.e. not in the Germans’ uniform) sitting on the ground to their 
right is possibly Hilary James. The woman standing, partially concealed, left of centre might be 
Ethel James.
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LJ/38/4

LJ/38/5
The boys wearing scout uniform are presumably from Westminster School, and the older men on 
far left and far right could be their scoutmasters.
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LJ/38/6 (The Elizabethan, Oct 1935) LJ/38/7 (The Elizabethan, Mar 1934)


