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Letter from Henry Ellis to Rev H. Ellacombe 

objecting to Pearsall's paper on the German Judicial Combats 

being read to the Bristol Literary Institution 

prior to its publication by the Society of Antiquaries
British Museum

28 May 1840

Rev. H. Ellacombe

Dear Sir

I have received your note accompanied by one from Mr Pearsall which, as it begins "Gentlemen" I presume is intended to be laid before the Council of the Society of Antiquaries as his request that his paper upon the German Judicial Combats may be read at the Bristol Literary Institution. 

Th paper having been given to the Society of Antiquaries and it being their intention to print it, I think it ought not, previously to being published, to go into other hands for public reading; the probability is that some notice or other of it will get into print, and in that case the publication of a memoir, the plates of which will cost the Society of Antiquaries a very considerable sum, must be in some measure forestalled, at least in interest. A`editor of the Archaeologia I think it best to tell you frankly that the sending of the memoir to any other insititution for reading, while we are to undertake the printing of it, strikes me as very objectionable.

I am sure our council feel indebted to Mr Pearsall for his communications, but it is not usual, I believe, to aply to any sociaety for the transfer of a paper to some other society before its publication, although, of course, it is flattering to Mr Pearsall, t whom I beg to be kindly remembered.

Had you not better consult with Mr Pearsall by letter, and in the meantime I will consult with some of the members of our council.

I am, dear Sir, your faithful servant

Henry Ellis

P.S. The cost of engraving the plates of the Judicial Combats will be very large. Individually I would say that I would rather abandon the paper for the Archaeolgia than let it be handed to any other body previous to publication.
